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Message from the AAMH President

As the last AAMH newsletter indicated there has been a change with the AAMH Executive Commitiee moving to South
Australia for a five year term. This is the first time that South Australia has taken on the responsibility of the AAMH
Executive and we hope to be able to represent the interests of our members and the association as well as some of our
predecessors have.

1 wish to thank the ontgoing Executive Commitice, which was based in Western Australia under the past President Dr
Malcolm Tull, for their valuable efforts over the last five years, The financial situation of the Association is very strong and
membership numbers are solid - it is a very fine legacy for the new Executive.

hlicatinns

Members will be aware that the publication of The Grear Circle has fallen behind schedule. Members can rest assured
that the new Executive and the current and future editors of The Great Circle are working towards having the publication
schedule back on track as soon as possible. We are hoping to have Volume 20 Numbers 1 and 2 (the 1998 volumes) out
during the first half of 1999.

Paul Weaver has kindly agreed to continue as the AAMH newsletter editor, at least until the end of 1999, and the new
TExecutive would like to thank him for lus ongoing efforts on behalf of the membership. The newsletter is 2 valuable and
regular service for members but it always needs material - notifications of new books, information from the newspaper, what's
on at the varions maritime museums, questions and answers. Members should direct their contributions directly to: Dr Paul
Weaver, AAMH Newsletter Editor. 23 Waddell Road, Palmyra. WA 6157

The Executive itles

The AAMIH 1998 Ammual General Meeting was held at the South Avstralian Maritime Museum on Saturday 31 October
1998. Maleolm Tull's President’s report appeared in the last edition of the Newsletter. At the AGM The Grear Circle Editor
Graydon Henning was granted life

membership of AAMH in recognition of his efforts on behalf of the Association over many years - Congratulations
Graydon!

Subsequently, the new Executive Cominitiee met at the SA Mantime Museum on Thursday 10 December 1998 to make
progress on the business of changing over the Association’s accounts and other arrangements. The Committee will meet
throughout the year and members are invited to send any malerial which they want to be considered by the Executive
Committiee to the new Secretary: Ms Marie Boland Secretary - AAMH do SA Maritime Museum Lipson Street Port Adelaide.
Phone (08) 8207 6255 fax (08) 8207 6266 email man time@history. sa.gov.au Mark Staniforth

State representitives of the AAMH

The following members are your state representatives of the AAMH.

NSW: John Bach Ph 02 4955 4403 Cynthia Hunter Ph 02 4988 6401; Tasmania: Barry Lewarn Ph 03 260711 NT: David Carment
Ph 08 59945 6764; Victoriz John Anderson FPh 03 5850 8201; ACT: Simon Ville Ph 06 24935 581; SA: Gerald Donaghy Ph 08
8342 2857 John Ling Pho.i..... WA: Malcolm Tull Ph 08 9332 6220 Peter Ridgway Ph 08 5222 7521, Paul Weaver Ph 08

0330 6593; (Qid: VacanL

Membership subscriptions run from 1 January to 31 December. Send them to, Mr Terry Amott, Treasurer AAMH,
(/- Heritage South Australia, GPO Box 1047, Adelaide, South Australia. 5001. Rates: Student. A$25; Individual, AS30;
Corporate/Institutional A$40.



Extra thanks to Malcolm Tull and family

The AAMH Newsletter editor would like to extend a special thanks to Dr Malcolm Tull and his family for their
unheralded role as Newsletter posties over the years. Aside from his other duties when he was president, Malcolm arranged the
printing, stapling, labelling and posting of them, and his family assisted with the onerous task. Not only that, but they are
continmng to do it. Itis a big job and we thank them all.

Research in progress

Capt._ Phillip Evans seeks any information on Petrel which sailed from Bristol to Melbourne in 1849. His address is 21 Eion
Rd, Lindfield, NSW. 2070, Ph (02 9416 18%6. Philip is one of our new members and is involved with the Maritime
Studies Dept. at Narthern Beaches College, Brookvale.

Prof. Frank Brocze is gathering information about Dutch submariners who operated in WA during WW?2. Veterans, friends,
hosts, or families with anv information are invited to contact him at Dept of History, University of Western Australia,
Nedlands. 6907. Ph: 08 9380 2139. email: fjab@arts.uwa edu.an

Mr Mark Staniforth. A small poster display on the Abandoned ships of Port Adelaide has been put up in the Guest Gallery at
the Port Adelaide Visitor Information Centre. It features the research conducted by Flinders University honours students
Nathan Richards and Shirley Matthews over the past two years. Photographs of some of the ships abandoned at Garden
Island have been located but more are needed. Can anyone provide leads about images of the following? Steamers:
Enterprise, built 1868. Ullock, built 1875, Stanley, built 1876. Moe (ex-Zoe), built 1876. Glaucus, built 1878.
Barques: Santiage, built 1856, Sunbegm, built 1857. Ferry [ excursion: Success, built 1916. Ketches: Thomas &
Annie, built 1874. Lady Daly, built 1876, Hopper Barge: Sarnia, built 1878. If anyone can help, please contact Mark at
The Department of Archaeclogy, Flinders Umivessity of South Australia, Phone 8201 51595 or Fax 8201 3845,

Mz Bab Nicholls is preparing a full length study of the breastwork monitor Cerberus for publication in about a year’s time.
The work, of about 50,000 words, will concentrate on the backeround to the design and the technical aspects of the ship
rather than her rather mundane career after she arrived in Melbourne: He writes At this stage 1 will be looking at private
publication as this is a somewhat niche topic for any mainstream publisher and I can also retain control over the book's
conlents, Assisting me through their specialist contributions will be experts in the fields of contemporary marine
engineering (Liverpool UK), boilers, (Scotland) gunnery (Adelaide), pumping and flooding (California), while the
illustrations are coming from an expert in Huntsville, Alabama. Other illustrations are from all over, but few will be, I
regrel, new to Australian naval historians. Federal and State archival institutions have been consulted but hittle of mterest
other than the post Australian arrival career of this important ship has emerged. Any help that members can give will be
most welcome.” 122 Mermigang St. Bowral NSW. 2576, Email: bobmich@acenet.com.au

Foomote: Readers may recall that one of Bob’s recent books, Statesmen & Sailors was reviewed in The Great Circle Vol 18
No 2. He was also responsible for the historical research and analysis for Flying Stations; A Story ofAustralian Naval
Aviation published by Allen & Unwin last year. Bob has a few remaining copies of Statesmen and Sailors for sale.

France Australe reprinted

A revised edition of Professor Leslie R. Marchant's classic 1982 book France Australe was launched by the WA State
Premier at the Alexandra/Battye Library 8 December 1998. The original book was seminal in exposing to a wider public the
rich history of the sustained French exploration of the westem half of the continent prior to British colonisation. The author
has subsequently updated the text and added several new illustrations and maps.
During his introduction Professor Marchant said his scholarly research in
foreign and Australian archives had taken many decades, and that in addition to
this he had visited the places where Frenchmen had purportedly landed.
However, upon consideration of the navigational methods of the time he
discovered that persons since have made many interpretive errors about these
places and landmarks. His contradictory findings had at times offended other
historians. He commented that his original research had contributed 1o the
recovery last year of a sealed bottle and French coins on Dirk Hartog Island left
in 1792 by French explorer/navigator Francis St Alouarn on Le Gross Ventre,
Farst editions of France Australe are scarce and can bring $A200. The 91 high
quality illustrations in the new edition come at a cost 50 it retails at 580 plus
postage. The book is available from quality bookshops or Muirs Old and Rare
Books, 69 Broadway, Nedlands. WA. 6009. Ph: (618) 9386 5842, Email:
books@muirbooks.com. Muirs also have a very nice illustrated brochure —_
about the book if you ask. An old man of the'sea - Profeszor Leslie

MarchanL Phets P. Wearer




Exhibitions at the SA Maritime Museum

The Crust of the Wave - A History of Food on Ships 1850-1950. January 1999 onwards. The exhibition examines people's
experiences of eating on board ships from the mid nineteenth century to the mid twentieth century, with a focus on ships
coming to Australian during the three main waves of immigration: The 1850z, the 19103 and the 1950s. A special program
for children, including food sampling will be available through the Easter holiday period.

Meodel Makers. March 1999 onwards. A new permanent exhibition featuring models and model makers. Demonstrations will
be given by model-makers on a regular basis.

The Last of the Windjammers. 14 April - 4 July 1999. An exhibition celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the last grain race
from South Australia to Britain, The exhibition has been developed by the Alands Maritimme Museum in association with the
Australian National Maritime Museum. Apart from Sydoey, where itis at present, the South Australian Maritime Museum is
its only other Australian destination. From Port Adelaide, it departs for the USA.

The Catch of the Day. Late June 1999 onwards. A pew permament exhibition demonstrating the history and importance of
the commercial fishing industry in South Australia.

The Museum is located at 126 Lipson Street, Port Adelaide. Ph: (08) 8207 6255, Fax: (08) 8207 6266; Email:
martirne~history.sa. gov.au

Maritime labour and change

S ea Changeis a wide-ranging set of reflections on mantime labour history stimulated by Rown Cahill’s work with the
Seamens’ Union of Australia in the early 19705, and his association with its leader E.V.Elliott. The theme of the anotated 36
page booklet is that a period of maritime political history eclipsed with the death of Elliott in 1985; its political message is
that the kind of politics and approach (o unionism associated with Elliott and the SUA may be needed again. Rowan Cahill
was co-author of The Seamens ' Union of Australia 1872- 1972, and has worked for the trade union movement as a rank and
file activist, delegate, and publicist. His work has been published in a wide range of socialist, radical and academic
publications. Sea Change is available from the author for $7 including postage. His address is Lot 4 Tulloona Ave. Bowral.
NSW. 2576,

Titanic Titanic exhibition

We've had the videos, then the movie, the books, the toys and then the legal battle in Amenca by interlopers over rights
to take tourists down in a surplus Russian sub. It seems there is no end in sight to the burgeoning Titanic industry. Now
comes the Titanic travelling exhibition which will go to every major city in Australia then throughout Asia Having been to
Adelaide and Fremantle it is now lo the eastern seaboard. Not a lot of original material from the Titanic but quite a bit
relating ta other White Star vessels of the period, plus there are reproduction costumes etc from the movie ete, Mainstream
media loved it, and the associated glitz.

Free WA dive book has lets of shipwreck info

Four WA povernment agencies have jointly produced a new, free booklet Diver Below, diving in Western Australia to
promote safe and responsible behaviour in WAs burgeoning diving community. Lots of colour, nice photos and a six page
list of WA shipwrecks providing details of the vessels’ constroction, voyage, cargo, the precise location on the appropriate
chart and the date the wrecks were garzetted. For further information contact the WA Maritime Museum, CHff Street
Fremantle. 6160 or most WA dive shops. Altematively the newsletter editor can grab a copy for any Oz member in exchange
for five 45 cent stamps.

HMAS Sydney inquiry - a personal opinion from Ian Nicholson

As anaval communicator, [ provide my comments after studying most if not all the available evidence, including the.
voluminous "Submissions" to the Inguiry and the Hansard transcripts of the public sessions:

It is considered that communications, codes, callsigns and procedures, etc, provide a "key” to what probably happened
during the encounter. Many of the public submissions contribute litde to solving the crtical issue of initial contact between
the two ships, and some just add to the controversy. A few, having generally accepied the German version of events, are
unfairly entical of Captain Burnert. Others continue to accuse successive Governments of a "cover-up”, and some of the many
who concentrate on location of the wrecks, naively believe that close inspection of Sydney will solve the mystery, although
some of their motives seem to be commercially inspired. Late submissions to the committee by many of the "main players”
(anthors and researchers) degenerated into an unedifying slanging match between themselves.

However, some people have put considerable effort into their research and bave come up with logical and constructive
points, but the general level of nautical knowledge is abysmal, particularly in the field of communications at the ime, many
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assuming that there was instant contact with anyone and everyone. Apart from other considerations dictating against the
theory of a Japanese submarine being invelved in the action, commumnications would have been quite inadequate and
unacceptable for surface ship-submarine co-operation (eg, no common codes, no underwater link, and reliance on vulnemble
HF radio which could so easily compromise the operation).

Ome reason that accnsations of a "cover-up” continue is because of several reports of signals from Sydney, mcluding
calls for assistance, being heard in varions locations on the night of the action. These are all of a dubious nature. The
consensus of reliable evidence indicates that there were no radio transmissions from either Sydney or Kormoran (apart from the
latter's false QQQQ signal on local 500 kes). The late Writer Mason's claim of hearing that Sydney was in trouble is
unbelievable. He had no access 1o HMASHarman's tadio receiving rooms. Responsible operators who were there swear that
nothing was received, and other ship-shore operators guarding the same frequencies in Darwin, Singapore, Ceylon, ete, heard
nothing. Tt is a scurrilons smear on the Navy and the RAN Communication Branch to suggest that vital signals were
suppressed for no apparent reason thereby delaying a search for Sydney for over 3 days. The best light one can put on Mason's
claim is that he was confused with talk of considerable communication activity in Hanrman a few days later when concerted
efforts were made to contact Sydney, or when the search was mounted.

While the dichards may still not accept it, the clear indications are that Sydney made no signals. No enemy report
(required if Capt. Burnett congidered he was confronting a German raider or supply ship). No check on theStraar Malakka (if in
any doubt about her identity or current position), The conclusion is that Sydney was completely satisfied with the "Srraar
Malakka™ and not just with her disgmise (including her use of false international signal letters and the Dutch ensign). She had
somehow come through the most testing examination. Why else did Sydney fall out from "action stations” leaving her
secondary armament and torpedo tubes unmanned; cancel the Walrus aircraft flight; have off-watch personnel relaxing on the
upper deck, efc; and close to point-blank range?

The only logical explanation is that Captain Detmers had produced one of the "trump cards" of the war, which was to
cost Australia dearly. In response to Sydney's ultimate challenge it appears that Kormoran cooly answered with the required
elements of Straat Malakka's secret callsipn! Tmpossible some will say, and certainly unthinkable at the ime. But revelations
in recent years aboul compromised codes, captured cyphers and Germany's early successes in the fields of intelligence and
cryptanal ysis indicate that such a coup was quite within the realms of possibility, even probability.

No less an anthority than Britain's official naval histotan, Captain 8.W. Roskill RN conceded in later life that not only
hiad the Germans been reading our merchant ship codes in 1941, but also had gained knowledge of some secret callsigns. They
did not need them all, just one or two in each theatre of war so that raiders, etc, could then adopt the identity of a ship witha
compromised secret callsign. It is now unlikely that the circumstances of the German intelligence coup will ever be known,
nor could it be disproved of course. Probably only Comander Detmers and his communicator were privy to the secret and it
would have been vital but simple to withhold the information from the rest of the crew. (Incidentally, while the Kormoran bad
a specialist communications officer, the Sydney did not. The navigator doubled up in that capacity, which is the practice in
small ships but hardly satisfactory.

Brief mention is now made of one of the Sub-Committee's other terms of reference, the body on Christmas [sland. Here
the Department of Navy may have been guilty of a "cover-up”, but I suggest that if it was the case, it was probably done for
the very best intentions. A detailed study of the carley float and corpse appeaning off Christmas Island indicates that they were
probably from the Sydney. prevailing winds and currents in that period fit the circumstances, and there is no other damaged or
lost ship the float and body could realistically have come from. Captain George Oldham, Director of Naval Intelligence in the
early post-war years would surely have come to the same conclusion, but observing that some of the echnical detals of the
float and the overalls on the corpse did not fit standard RAN patterns, and believing (at the time) that the person could never be
identified, he made his report inconclusive, and considered on balance that the man was not from the Sydney. Such a decision
clearly spared the feelings of hundreds of Sydney's next-ofkin and was a worthy deed rather than a dishonest one. Ian
Nicholson, Yarocomba, Qld.

End Secrecy on HMAS Sydney group unhappy with conduet of inquiry

Spokesman for the ESOS group John Doohan has criticised the Joint Parliamentary Inquiry for the way in which public
hearings were conducted. He said especially that too little time was allowed for evidence to be presented and cited the example
of the Perth hearings where proceedings were rushed through so that committies members could catch an early Friday afternoon
plane back to Canberra. Mr Doohan and his members have been at the forefront for many years in pushing for a foll
disclosure of all matters relating to the sinking of HMAS Svdney.

HMAS Sydney inquiry resumes

O the recommendation of The Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, The Minister for
Defence Hon. John Moore has anthorised the resumption of the inquiry into the 1941 loss of HMAS Sydney under the same
terms of reference. Twenty four volumes of materal including Hansard typescripts have been published so far. The final
report is expected to be available at the end of March, 1999.



Kwinana, a pretty maiden remembered

Although it is 77 vears since the steamship S8 Kwinana was struck from the register of the now defunct WA State
Shipping Service, its memory is perpetuated in the name of the thriving industrial town of Kwinana. Other ships with a WA
historical connection such as Rockingham, Baldavis, Calista, Medina, Orelia, Parmelia and Success have been commemorated
in the names of nearby areas.

Kwinana first entered service as the S8 Darfus in 1892, The 2425 womne vessel was built by W. Doxford and Somns Lid.
of Sunderland, England and was engaged in the Indian horse trade until purchased by the WA Government in 1912, It was
renamed Kwinana, which is an Aboriginal word thought o mean “pretty maiden.” By the end of its first year's service it had
made 12 voyages to WA northern ports, carrying 7000 tonnes of general cargo, imber and coal. On the return voyages that
year it carried 19383 tonnes of live Kimberley cattle, with the largest consignment comprising 780 head. The ship also
voyaged further afield, making trips to New Zealand and South Africa loaded with hardwood timber, and o China with a cargo
of sandalwood.

Kwingna served Western Australia well, and by December 1920 had made 96 voyages from Fremantle, a period of more
than eight years, The last vovage commenced on December 23, 1920 when it sailed from Fremantle bound for Wyndham
under the command of Captain W.S. Wyles, The following moming the chief engineer reported smoke billowing from the
coal hunkers. The hoses were run cut, seemingly bringing the fire under control. However, it flared again on Christmas Day
between Gerzldion and Camarvon, causine an emergency diversion to Camarvon. It arrived there in the early morning of
Boxing Day with the siren sounding incessantly to draw attention to its plight. The ship was burning fiercely. Its crew
quariers were destroyed and the bridge and galley seriously damaged before the blaze was extinguished,

The g Wyola amived from Fremantle a few days later to take it in tow but on December 30 a decision was made to let the
ship return under its own power. The Kwinana's crew objected and refused to sail because they felt it was no longer
seaworthy, A negotiated compromise was eventually reached with the WA Government.  Half of the crew would steam the
ship to Fremantle, provided a bonus was paid and they were
escorted. Afier several months and a clean-up at Camarvon,
Kwinana sailed south with the small coastal freighter 55
Kurnalpi in company.

They reached Fremantle without incident on March
28,1921 with the Kwinana carrying its last cargo, 1408 tonnes of
Abrolhos-guano fertiliser which it had picked up at Geraldion. '
After discharging this, it was tied-up at North Wharf for the next
nine months awaiting a decision on its future. Surveys revealed
that repairs were economically unviable and an asmouncement
was made that the vessel was “of no further use”.

Kwinana was towed out of Fremantle Harbour by
Albatross on December 9, 1921, to a mooring at Careening Bay
on nearby Garden Island, where all salvapeable fittings were S8 Kwi
removed pending the sale of the rust-streaked, burnt-out hull for scrap. It SWORE OO Fremantle Port Authority shato
the mooring until May 30, 1922 when it came adrift during a gale and was blown
across Cockburn Sound, beaching on the mainland slightly north of Rockingham. In those days the area was a desolate piece
of coastline and the potential cost of refloating the ship was not considered worthwhile. The wreck was eventually sold for 25
pounds but little was salvaged.

As the weather took its toll, the deterioration was hastened in WWII when the Army used the ship for explosives
training. It became increasingly unsafe in the postwar period and evenmally a fence was erected for the public’s safety. In the
1960s the ship was cut down to the walerline and the remainder, partly buried in sand, was filled with concrete and rocks by
the Fremantle Port Authority. A deteriorating section of the stem is stil] visible in 1999, and the shape of the vessel is
outlined by a concrete breakwater which has been built over the site. Itis only a matter of time before the last remains of
Kwinana, like the snmerouns shipwrecks which once littered Cockburn Somnd, vanishes forever. Vie Jelfery, Navy Public
Affairs Officer (WA)

Two hundred years on for Flinders and Bass

The 200th anniversary of the 1798-5 of the Norfolk through Bass Strait has provoked a flurry of activity, especially and
understandably in Tasmania. The undoubted centrepiece has been the re-enactment voyage of the Norfolk replica under the
command of Bern Cuthbertson. This has been a tiumph both as a considerable feat in its¢lf and also as an exercise in public
relations. The weather certainly ensured that this would be no easy vovage and a litle radio silence after a rough spell on the
voyage up to Svdney produced some anxiety until the vessel was located, but there has been much more to it than that.

Everywhere the Norfolk has called, she has attracted numerous visitors, unbounded admiration and abundant attention
from the media. History and especially maritime history has never looked better. As on the voyage of Flinders and Bass two
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hundred years earlier, most of November was spent in Port Dalrymple and the Tamar River leading up to Launceston. Among
many other functions, on Friday 6 November the Governor of Tasmania, His Excellency Sir Guy Green, unveiled a
commemorative plague at the Low Head Pilot Station museum of the Port of Launceston Aunthority and next day there was a
splendid parade of sail, lead by the Norfolk, across Port Dalrymple to Inspection Head where the governor unveiled yet another
plaque, Perhaps there were not quite the number of vessels as on Sydney Harbour on Boxing Day, but as Flinders said, it is
much more picturesque.

To add a bit of weight to the weekend, the George Town and Distriet Historical Society organised an excellent conference
with papers by Paul Brunton from the Mitchel] Library, Commodore Bob Willis RAN, the national hydrographer, Bemn
Cuthbertson and Campbell Macknight from the University of Tasmania. (Recordings are available on four CD-ROMs from
the society's secretary, Ms Diane Phillips, PO Box 288, George Town, Tas. 7253 at AS50.) More traditional forms of
publication were represented by Professor Macknight's new book, Low Head to Launceston, which reproduces the onginal
accounts of the 1798 visit, as well as those of several other early visitors to the Tamar. (Obtainable from the Historical
Survey of Northern Tasmania, PO Box 692, Launceston, Tas, 7250, $20 includes postage.)

Particularly notable has been the consistent support and extensive coverage of events by the Launceston Examiner.

Daily extracts from Flinders' account have been published alongside the latest on contemporary events and on 30 October a
major supplement provided an overview of both the original voyage and the re-enactment Their website at
www.examiner.com.au is well worth a visiL

Other events included Paul Brunton's lectures and floor talks on the Flinders and Bass letters and other materials he had
brought down from Sydney for display in the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery in Launceston. In an adjacent room,
Bea Maddock's remarkable work, Terra Spiritus... With a Darker Shade of Pale, was on exhibition. This is a view, from the
seaward, of the whole Tasmanian coast and mmst rate as the best example of maritime ant for many a year. If it travels, goa
very long way to see it!

Just so that all this activity is not forgotten, there is a sirong whisper that the replica of the Norfolk may be preservedin
a new, specially built museum on a prime site in George Town, along with much other nantical material. It will provide vet
another reason for mainlanders o venture a ride on the new catamaran service from Melbourne o George Town. Camphbell
Macknight, [amceston

HMAS Westralia aftermath

On 17 December the RAN released details of the findings of their ingquiry into the tragic May 5 engine room fire on
HMAS Westralialast year which resulted in the accidental death of four crew members. As expected, the investigation found
many deficiencies and irregularities in the lead up to the fire and the RAN shouldered much of the blame for these.
Interestingly it was stated that no jumor officer would be made a scapegoat. The tragedy also triggered a safety audit
throughout the navy which discovered several hundred safety breaches in a vanety of matters. Westralia s to be repaired,
hopefully by the end of this year. Importantly the machinery space 15 to have improved access and exits. Another problem
which emerged in the inguiry was beards interfering with respirators sealing around the face. However, this poses a dilemma,
beards also protect against the elements. It remains to be seen if beards are banned, or better respirators are designed,

Aurora Australis - cooling heels under heat

Cwer the past few years Australia has utilised the bnght orange P&O icebreaker Awrora Australis to maintain a significant
portion of its presence in Antarctica. In early summer sach vear some seventy or so mnitrepid souls head south from Hobart to
relieve their counterparts on the frozen continent. These plans were thwarted in December last year when the stubby little ship
got stuck in pack ice and sustained damage to a hydraulic pipe associated with it's variable pitch main-propeller. Japanese
icebreaker Shiray helped haul it free for a slow tip 1o Fremantle for repairs, escorted by a South African g Join Rosy. The
expeditioners were then sent home for an unscheduled Christmas break while Aurorg Australis was shipped for a week at
Henderson in Cockburn Sound. This is not the first time Shiras has resued an Australian Antarctic expedition. In October
1998 chartered Norwegian ship Mella Dan became stuck in pack ice for 47 days with an Australian expedition on board. An
imitial rescue attempt undertaken by another icebreaker foebind was aborted, but several Australians were air-lifted off. Shiras
eveniually came to the rescue and freed Nella Dan in December that yvear. The event was an embarrassment for Australia
because it highlighted the inadequacy of its Antarctic capabilityv. The then Minister for Science Barry Jones said Australia
should try to avoid relying on other nations to divert from their scientific programs to help out. He said Australia’s research
effort lagged behind other nations and this was to alarge degree becanse of deficiencies in logistical equipment,

Shiras has been a regular visitor to Fremantle over many years on its annual expeditions south. Past expeditions bave
carried quile large rockets for experimental work down there. The select ship's arew and commmications people are drawn
from the Japanese Defence Forces, but the scientists are mostly civilians.

Awrora Austrailis, which has had almost ten years involvement with Antarctica is an all civilian operation. It left again
on January 13 with its eager Antarcticans for another crack at the ice and the resupply Mawson and Casey bases. The
following morning about 90 NM SW from Fremantle a fire broke out on the auxiliary engine. This is usually used in open
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Atrora Australis temporarily feehing muoch better at
Freo

waters, with the larger main engine reserved for the much heavier ice work. The machinery space was sealed off and the
extinguishing system successfully discharged. No one was injured, but the ship was obliged to creep back to Fremantle for
repairs lasting several weeks. The vessel also had an engine room fire last July during a voyage south. The Australian
Antarctic Division people are apparently doing their best to keep their cool. Paul Weaver Fremantle.

Beautiful Ballina basking by the sea

Balllina is located on Shaws Bay near the mouth of the Richmond River NSW. The
region was originally examined by Captain Henry Rous in 1828 and the river was named
for the fifth Duke of Richmond. Stands of native cedar soon attracted attention of
timbermen but no permanent facilities were allowed until after the Robertson Land Act of
1861 was brought in. As a result of this, a small ship-building industry soon developed to
service the increased river traffic. The timber near the settlement became depleted and
necessitated the extension of operations further upstream with logs being rafted from small
settlements such as Uralba, Teven and Tintenbar. Clearing the trees opened the way for
sugar-cane growers. As agnculture developed inland, Ballina beacme a maritime gateway
for Casino and Lismore.

Like many Australian river-months, the Richmond River had a bar which tested the
skill and patience of skippers. Sometimes as many as thirty vessels could be waiting on
each side until it was safe to navigate, Nevertheless, many fell victim to the turbulent
natural forces. Such a situation provided lucrative opportunities for tug owners such as
Captain Tom Fenwick, who arrfived in 1871, Fenwick established a shipyard and soon
became one of Ballina's prominent citizens.

Work began on a breakwater near the river mouth in 1892, but even today the bar A river trader on the Richmond River,
still demands respect. Visitors to Ballina will notice the magmificent 100 year old S
Norfolk Pines in the older parts of town. Spanish speakers might suspect that the own was named after whales but the locals
say Ballina is derived from the Aboriginal bullenah or buloona; words which purportedly relate to oysters and the mouth of the
TVer Thanks to Joan Humphries for 10 inpiring clipping shout Ballina from The Advocate 23/12/98 p.17.

Historic SEA-ME-WE 3 project coming on stream

Saturday January 9 provided an opportunity for Telstra to celebrate the inshore hookup of a new fibre-optic submarine
cahle from Perth to Singapore via Indonesia. The project is part of a major 37,000km submarine optical network linking
Australia, south-east Asia, the middle east and western Furope, designated as SEA-ME-WE3. In essence, the main cable nns
offshore fram Korea via Singapore thence across the northern Indian ocean, through the Red Sea and Mediterranean into the
Atantic, then northward through the English Channel o Germany. Many adjacent countries with a maritime aspect,
including Australia are serviced by connecting spurs. Some 33 nations are involved. Interestingly Afghanistan, Iran, Irag,
Yemen, lsrael, Lebanon, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and some other small Arab states are not mentioned in publicity material as
being part of this commercial project,

The 3,500km Perth to Singapore link was laid by the French CS Vercorst. Prior to the th, the vessel was engaged
100km offshore dragging aside old submarine cables in preparation for laying the new one along the same corridor. '
Unfortunately these activities took longer than expected and so the ship was not actually stationed close by for the beachside
ceremony as planned, instead amiving two days later.

The engineering involved in the project is astonishing. The cable has an overall diameter of only 70mm, and the bulk
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of this is steel armour to protect four ultra-fine mono-filaments (two pairs) which lie inside a pressurised metal tube. The mbe
also carries a charge of several thousand volts DC which supplies the numerous torpedo-like laser repeaters installed along the
cable. The repeaters have an anticipated life of between 20 and 30 years, but can be lifted and replaced if necessary. They have
internal back-up systems and are performance-monitored from shore.

Nearshore and in busy shipping lanes the cable is bunied. From Perth this is about a metre of so until a depth of about
1km, after which the shelf slopes away too steeply for the robot-plough to operate. Running northwards the cable is exposed
until near Indonesia, where because of the volume of shipping traffic and risk of anchor damage it is buried much deeper, as
much as ten metres. Even so the buried cable can be lifted if required, and this has already happened once to remove a kink.

Australian communications engineers have played a significant role overseas in the international project, particularly in
assisting technical people in developing nations to develop skills mvolving the new technology.

In a search for superiatives, Telstra’s PR people claim one pair of hair-like optical fibres can carry 500 broadcast-guality
digital TV channels. Computer nerds might better appreciate this as equating hall a million pages of email traffic per second.
Now isn't that something to look forward t0? Even so, it is anticipated that the cable will reach full capacity within a few
years and plans are reportedly already underway for another.

The significance of submarine optical fibre for data transmission is that the technology is immune from external
electromagnetic interference and intemally generated “noise”. In essence, what goes in one end comes out the other unchanged.
The entire global network 15 estimated to have cost A2 billion shared between 33 nations and should be fully operational by
the end of this year. It will be a big profit earner for Telstra. On 9 January their PR people put on a beachside sausage sizzle
for the event, with a suitable inducement for the Iocal surf Iifesavers to cook ‘em. Plus there was free fairy-floss, a clown,
some sea-shanty singers, cans of soft drink, plastic frisbees and free five minute phone calls to anywhere in the world. In the
light of all the gee-whiz technology, it 1s perhaps iromic that the fairy-floss machine gave up the ghost. Old submarine cables
to Rotinest and Cocos Island are long out of service but can still be seen in the shallows at Mosman Park a few kilometres
south. Paul Weaver Fremamtle.

Queensland maritime news

Now that news has leaked nationally about Queensland’s Maritime Museum, a very attractive colour publication
Shorelines {(NI) has been received from them, Not sure if this is a one-off, but it i2 20 good that we hope there will be many
more editions. At $2.50 it i a price every visitor to the museum will be able to afford. Shoreline’s editor and Museum
Director Peter Nunan is particularly interested in working up & detailed story of
their star-exhibit HMAS Diamanting. He says any information abount this
ship will be appreciated. The vessel has an intriguing history. A short article
in Shorelines by James Hansen revealed that the quarterdeck of the Queensland |
built frigate had been the scene of Japan's last surrender ceremonies off Nauru
and Ocean Island in late 1945, There is a photo of a surrender document being
signed on board by Lt. Cdr. Nahoomi Suzuki under the watchful eye of Brig.
J.B. Stevenson.

Commissioned near the end of the war, HMAS Diamanting hadoperated
in New Guinea and Sclomon Jsland waters. After a period of post-war reserve
service, the ship was converted in 1959 for oceanographic survey work on
behalfl of the CSIRO. In 1979 it was paid off at Fremantle and installed at
South Brishanes historic dry dock two years later. Incidentally, the dry dock . ] . -
serviced 51 US subs during WW2, which is another special area of interestfor Dfamaniinain the South Brisbane graving dock
Peter. He wonld be pleased to receive any further information at PO Box
3098, South Brishane. 4101.

Also from Qld comes the news that there are proposals afoot to build a replica of an early government steamer, S8
Lucinda. A fast 1891 paddiewheeler with a luxurious interior, the vessel has been described as “the cradle of Queensland’s
constitution”, The document was appareptly formulated on board. Lucindz was scrapped in 1923 and the sorry remasing are
still visible at the mouth of the Brisbane River.

Aupstralian Archives - new old stuff

Anstralian Archives hiave recently made available the following which may be of interest to maritime historians.
Brsbane: Commsmd HOQ., Northern Command (IT) Australian Military Forces. Property register, 1946-1947, (13023/1).
Canberra: Dept Interior. Photographs of the construction of Norfalk Island asrodrome 1942 - 1943. (A10967/1).

Darwin:  Met. Burean. Case history material for Cyclone Tracy. 1974 - 1973, (BE490/4).
Hobart:  Customs - register of inward passenger ship lists. 1924 - 1950 (P2785).
Perth: Cuostoms. WA photographs of customs activities 1864 - 1997, (K1349/1).
CSIRO. Research papers of DL Serventy covering fish and seabird research 1937-1969. (K1343 - K1348).
























