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John Woodland has won The Royal Agricultural Society
of NSW Arts Committee Award for Best Exhibit for his
painting Port Melbourne Steamers 1954. See page 2.
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John was born in Sydney in 1944 and went to
school in The Rocks, Sydney. John’s working
life has been in administration up until the end
of 2000 when he retired due to a heart issue.
After initially trying oil painting in the 1960s,
he discovered the appeal of watercolour and
have been doing that exclusively for some
50 years. Incidentally, his very first sale of
artwork was in 1970 to BHP for $15, a framed
pencil drawing of SS Iron Yampi.
John kindly agreed to the following interview with
Peter Ridgway, the AAMH Newsletter Editor.

Port Melbourne Steamers 1954, John Woodland

How does John select the subjects of
your works / what is the attraction of
maritime themes?
My chief interest has always been steam and
as an enthusiast I select my subjects very
carefully. Each painting takes me a long time as
I’m very critical of my own work and this is why
I have such a low output. Maritime paintings
are special and I try to capture themes such as
hardship at sea in commercial sailing vessels
or the salvage of stricken vessels. In the latter,
I choose a period when steamships were most
prominent as I have little if any interest in
present day vessels. I must say that steam tugs
are my favourite and I have been fortunate to
have seen a good number working years ago.
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Who are your biggest influences?
This may sound odd but I don’t look to other
painters for inspiration and I never have.
I paint simply from what I have seen in life
or perhaps an event I have read about. Part
of my working life was with the Australian
Stevedoring Industry Authority which was a
Commonwealth Government instrumentality
and during those years in the 1960s I was
fortunate on occasions to observe waterfront
activity that has now disappeared.
To what extent are your works historically
accurate? Do they need to be?
When I produce a painting, I try to make it as
factual as possible, however at the same time
I endeavour to illustrate in a loose style that
is suggestive. Some painters will illustrate

every item in their work in fine detail, whereas
I don’t believe that is necessary providing the
composition is accurate in its interpretation.
Are prints and originals available for
purchase? If so, where can our readers find
more information?
All my work is original. The only prints I have are
some greeting cards and prints of SS Oriana.
These and other works in ink have been done
using the demanding pointillism method. The
cost of producing prints of my paintings has
been financially beyond me over the years.
With each painting I always strive to do my
best. There are times when what I see in my
imagination, I have difficulty in expressing it
in my work. To this point it’s not unusual for
me to redo or rework a painting several times.

I truly believe that when I paint, I am my own
worst critic however, I’m honest in what I do and
I give it my best effort. I am never completely
satisfied with a painting but there comes a time
when you have to say, that’s the best result I
can achieve.

In 2010 John was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Art Society of New South Wales and
in the same year he was invited to become
a Member of the Australian Watercolour
Institute. John is also a Founding Member and
an elected Fellow of the Australian Society of
Marine Artists and a Professional Member of
the International Society of Marine Artists.

Contact John at jaw3801@hotmail.com
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also built. Dent’s first registered boat
built in Huskisson was the three
masted schooner Young Australian
in 1864. The Settree family took over
from the Dents as the key builders
in Huskisson. Their first registered
ship built in Huskisson was the John
Bolton, a 193 ton wooden motor
vessel. Built in 1933 it was wrecked
off Bali in 1941. The last of the Settree
boats was the Tasman Sea, a fishing
vessel, built in 1977.

JERVIS BAY
MARITIME
MUSEUM

Navigational tools. Photo Peter Ridgway

Halloran
Contemporary
Art Prize 2022
The Jervis Bay Maritime Museum
and Gallery has announced the
inaugural Halloran Contemporary
Art Prize. This new Art Prize will
be held Biennially with the aim of
overlaying a contemporary lens
and understanding of the Jervis
Bay Maritime Museum’s Halloran
Collection: Science and the Sea.
The collection is complex and
diverse, and displayed in the manner
of an 18th century Curiosity Cabinet
or Wunderkammer.
The Halloran Contemporary Art
Prize is open to all permanent New
South Wales residents aged 18 years
and over. The work must be an
original new work by the entrant and
produced in response to the Halloran
Collection at the Jervis Bay Maritime
Museum. Artists will be provided
with a Curator guided tour of the
collection.
Closing date for this year’s selection
of entries was the Close of Business,
Friday 30th September 2022. https://
www.jervisbaymaritimemuseum.com.
au/halloran-art-prize.html
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During the Second World War,
the Huskisson shipyard built four
wooden-hulled vessels for the
American Army for use in the New
Guinea campaign. After the war, the
old shipbuilding techniques gave
way to more modern methods and in
later years most vessels built were
wooden-hulled fishing trawlers.

An exhibit of the Settree shipyard
is located in the grounds of the
Maritime Museum.

Your editor recently visited The Jervis Bay Maritime Museum
(formerly the Lady Denman Maritime Museum). The Museum is
located in Huskisson on Jervis Bay and has recently expanded to
include Aboriginal art and artefacts. The Museum also displays a
huge range of nautical equipment, models, photographs, paintings,
drawings and artefacts relating to the history and heritage of the
Jervis Bay area.
The Museum is home to the historic Lady Denman – a wooden Inner
Harbour Sydney ferry built in Huskisson in 1911 and retired in 1979.
The story of the rescue and installation of the ferry is well told.
The traditional owners of the area around Huskisson are a group
of the Yuin who accessed the rich marine resources of the area’s
mangrove environment. The Wreck Bay [Jervis Bay area] Aboriginal
Community website tells of Aboriginal men and youths looking for
rocks overhanging the water’s edge to spear any fish lured to the
area by morsels of shellfish scattered by the hunter. Their long, light
fishing spears were constructed from several flower stalks from the
grass tree, spliced together with bands of sinew and water proofed
with an insoluble resin obtained from the same plant. The several
hardwood prongs on these fishing spears were armed with needle
sharp bone splinters firmly bound and water proofed in the same way.

From 1864 to 1977, over 130
registered wooden-hulled vessels
were built in shipyards along
Currumbene Creek. The shipyards
built sailing vessels and steamships,
including schooners, tugboats, islandtrading ships and two passenger
ferries for Sydney (Lady Denman in
1911 and Lady Scott in 1914).
Many unregistered wooden-hulled
vessels, such as small boats, punts,
barges, and timber lighters, were

The Museum has an extensive
collection of maritime art by Ian
Hansen to illustrate the maritime
history of the region. The image
published here is of the transport
ship Atlantic captained by Lt Richard
Bowen who entered Jervis Bay in
1791. He named the bay after the
notable RN Admiral Sir John Jervis.

The Museum has an extensive
collection of navigational
instruments, weapons and artefacts.
The objects in the Halloran collection
chart the chronological development
of instruments that made exploration
possible. The collection also contains
memorabilia connected with
Alexander Berry, Sir John Jervis,
Lord Nelson, and famous battles of
the Napoleonic wars.

Mangrove creek at Jervis Bay Maritime Museum.
Photo Peter Ridgway

The origin of Huskisson as a town
and port dates to the early 1840s
but only began to grow with the
arrival of George Dent in the 1860’s.
Dent was in the timber and ship
building trade and needed ships to
transport product to Sydney. He and
his family established a shipyard in
Huskisson and to support the growing
community he also built other
infrastructure including a hotel.

The Atlantic by Ian Hansen. Photo Peter Ridgway

Ian Hansen is another of Australia’s
leading maritime artists. He joined
the Royal Australian Navy at 15 as an
apprentice shipwright and served for
12 years reaching the rank of Chief
Petty Officer. He saw active service
in Vietnam 1967-68.

Settree shipyard display at Jervis Bay
Maritime Museum. Photo Peter Ridgway

Jervis Bay Maritime Museum. Photo Peter Ridgway

steam powered but was converted
to diesel in 1936. The ferry operated
on the Lane Cove River until 1936, on
the Cockatoo Island run during World
War Il, and on Sydney Inner Harbour
routes, until it was retired in 1979.

Lady Denman Ferry. Photo Peter Ridgway

Model of Lady Denman. Photo Peter Ridgway

The model of the SS Lady Denman
1912 was made by A L Booth
showing the general arrangement of
the double-ender ferry. Two ‘Lady
class’ ferries were built by the Dent’s
and designed by Walter Reeks for
the Balmain New Ferry Company.
The Lady Denman was originally

Navigational tools. Photo Peter Ridgway
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TEK SING
ARTEFACTS
RETURNED TO
INDONESIA

ENDURANCE
PROTECTION
PLAN NEEDED

Tek Sing Artefacts. Photo arts.gov.au

The Australian Government Department
of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development, Communications and the Arts
announced the return of more than 300
Tek Sing ceramics from Australia to Indonesia
this week, coinciding with the anniversary of the
Proclamation of Independence of the Republic
of Indonesia in 1945.
Ross Anderson (AAMH President) said it’s a
great outcome and a strong message on the
illegal salvage and sale of underwater cultural
heritage and movable cultural heritage.
The Commonwealth Government statement
said that 333 ceramics from the Tek Sing
shipwreck were returned by the Hon Tony
Burke MP, Minister for the Arts in a special
handover ceremony at the Indonesian Embassy
in Canberra.
The Tek Sing, a Chinese junk ship, sank in
Indonesian waters in 1822 with great loss of
life. The shipwreck was discovered in 1999 and
its contents were protected under the cultural
property laws of Indonesia.
The Movable Cultural Heritage team was notified
of individuals selling Tek Sing ceramics online.
The objects were recovered with the assistance
of the Australian Federal Police, Western
Command, and assessed by experts from
the Maritime Archaeology Department at the
Western Australian Museum. The ceramics were
formally seized under the Protection of Movable
Cultural Heritage Act 1986 in May 2022.
The ceramics include bowls, tea cups and other
dishes fired in the kilns of Dehua, China.
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The Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act
regulates the export of Australia’s movable cultural
heritage. It also provides for the return of foreign
cultural property which has been illegally exported
from other countries and imported into Australia.
The Tek Sing (Chinese, “True Star”) was a large
three-masted Chinese ocean-going junk which
sank on February 6, 1822 in an area of the South
China Sea known as the Belvidere Shoals. The
vessel was 50 meters in length, 10 meters wide
and had a burthen of about a thousand tons. Its
tallest mast was estimated to be over 27 m in
height. The ship was manned by a crew of 200
and carried possibly 1600 emigrant passengers.
Sailing from the port of Amoy (Xiamen, China), the
Tek Sing was bound for Batavia, Dutch East Indies
(Jakarta, Indonesia).
The next morning, February 7, the English East
Indiaman Indiana, captained by James Pearl
passed through the Gaspar Strait sailing from
Indonesia to Borneo. The ship encountered debris
from the sunk Chinese vessel and a number of
survivors. The English ship managed to rescue
about 190 of the survivors. (Captain James
Pearl of the Indiana took Sir Stamford Raffles to
Singapore in 1819 and established a plantation
there. Having fallen out of favour with Raffles,
Pearl left Singapore in 1826 for England then went
to Canada to establish another business venture.)
Another 18 persons were saved by a wangkang, a
small Chinese junk captained by Jalang Lima. This
Chinese vessel may have been sailing in tandem
with the Tek Sing, but had avoided the reefs.
On May 12, 1999, British marine salvor Michael
Hatcher discovered the wreck of the Tek Sing in
an area of the South China Sea north of Java, east
of Sumatra and south of Singapore.

Photo Stern of the Endurance. Photo: BBC

The discovery of the Endurance was
made on 5th March, 2022, in over
3000m of water, just over 4 nautical
miles southward of Frank Worsley’s
coordinates for the sinking.
There is some damage to the fo’c’sle
deck and part of her starboard side, but
otherwise she is largely intact.
Dr Michael Pearson AO President,
International Polar Heritage Committee
(ICOMOS) and AAMH committee
member has corresponded that ICOMOS
is concerned to ensure that the best
available standards of investigation and
protection are afforded to the newly
discovered Endurance site, and it is
conscious that quick action to implement
effective management is critical to
achieving protection.
There is a risk that now the Endurance
has been rediscovered, the site will be
disturbed or even looted.
Dr Pearson said the International
Polar Heritage Committee and the
International Council on the Underwater
Cultural Heritage promptly sent letters
to the relevant management authorities
(the UK Foreign Office in particular),
and a press article to selected foreign
press outlets. As a result of this, in
part, the UK is preparing management
planning advice for the next Antarctic
Treaty meeting. The Endurance was
a three-masted barquentine that was
originally named Polaris. It was built at
the Framnæs shipyard and launched in
1912 from Sandefjord in Norway.

Trial, 1622:
Australia’s
oldest known
shipwreck –
400 years on
Carrying goods for the English
East India Company (EEIC) and 143
people, Trial departed Plymouth,
England on 4 September 1621 bound
for Batavia in the Dutch East Indies
(present day Jakarta, Indonesia).
The ship’s Master, John Brookes had
been instructed to follow the new
Dutch shipping route known as the
Brouwer Route. After departing the
Cape of Good Hope, Trial initially
sailed south before turning east to
take advantage of constant westerly
winds in the high southern latitudes.
On 25 May 1622, Trial struck rocks
off the remote northern coast
of Western Australia. More than
100 people drowned as the ship
broke apart. Ten people, including
Brookes, managed to escape aboard
the ship’s skiff. Another 36 people
survived on Trial’s long boat, under
the leadership of Merchant Officer
Thomas Bright. Both boats travelled
separately to the East Indies, where
Brookes and Bright each recorded
their own, conflicting accounts of
the disastrous loss of lives and
company property.
In 2022, the WA Museum launched a
new website about the Trial (https://
visit.museum.wa.gov.au/trial-1622)
and the expeditions to identify and
record the wreck.

Green Ship
MMA Offshore Limited has
announced that it has sold the
MMA Leveque to Fortescue Future
Industries for around $10m. FFI
plans to convert the 75m long
platform supply vessel to dual fuel
with the objective of operating
almost totally on green ammonia.
The vessel will join FFI’s prototype
trucks, locomotives, drill rig and
other mobile equipment which are
currently being trialled to operate on
green fuels.
MMA Leveque was built in 2010 and
has a gross tonnage of 2874.
FFI plans to convert the 75m long
platform supply vessel to dual fuel
with the objective of operating
almost totally on green ammonia.
The vessel will join FFI’s prototype
trucks, locomotives, drill rig and
other mobile equipment which are
currently being trialled to operate on
green fuels.

MMA Leveque. Photo MMA Offshore

Commenting on the transaction,
MMA’s Managing Director, Mr
David Ross, said: “We are excited
to continue working with FFI, with
the MMA Leveque now joining
Fortescue Future Industries, where
the goal is to transform the vessel
to run almost totally on green
ammonia.”

Trial. Photo WA Museum

The Plan will be drawn up by the UK
Antarctic Heritage Trust (UKAHT). It will
determine the kinds of restrictions and
responsibilities that will be placed on
anyone who goes near Endurance in the
future.
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How the sea
has influenced
our language
GROG/GROGGY
Groggy – In 1740, Admiral Vernon
(1684-1757), nicknamed “Old
Grogram” for the cloak of grogram
which he wore, ordered that the
sailors’ daily ration of rum be diluted
with water. The men called the
mixture “grog”. A sailor who drank
too much grog was “groggy”.

Other navies in the world removed the
rum rations as follows:
• The United States Navy was the
first to abolish the rum ration,
removing it in 1862.
• While the Royal Australian Navy
never issued the rum ration, our
sailors were entitled to the rum
ration when they were on Royal
Navy ships until 1921.
• The Royal Canadian Navy abolished
the rum ration in 1972.
Sources
Fun fact: The NZ Navy was the last Navy to
stop the rum ration - GrownUps New Zealand
Nautical Phrases - Everyday English phrases
that were coined at sea.

Goodbye Abel
Tasman Ferry
Admiral Vernon. Photo Wikipedia

Grogram was a coarsely-woven fabric
which itself is a shortened form of
‘gros-grain’, that is, ‘coarse-grained’.
RN seamen’s rations had originally
been a daily gallon of beer, was
reduced to a ‘tot’ of grog and, in
1970, abolished altogether.
The New Zealand Navy was the last
Navy in the world to stop the rum
ration, on the 28th February 1990.
Initially, as soon as Royal Naval ships
and sailors arrived in New Zealand
the rum ration was issued daily.
Rum was issued to sailors over the
age of 20. Taking a tot of rum was
not compulsory. Sailors who did not
wish to take up their rum issue could
receive an allowance in lieu. Junior
ratings (Ordinary Rates, Able Rates
and Leading Hands) were required
to drink their rum issue on the spot
in front of the Officer of the Day and
duty Petty Officer between the hours
of 1150 to 1210 daily.

The former ferry Abel Tasman has
been beached at Aliaga in Turkey
ready for scrapping after she had
been laid up in the waters near Athens
since 2015 following the financial
collapse of NEL Lines, the company
which owned the vessel. The Abel
Tasman ferried passengers between
Devonport and Melbourne on six
overnight crossings a week from to
1985 to 1993, when it was replaced by
the larger The Spirit of Tasmania.
The ferry was built by Werft Nobiskrug,
Rendsburg, West Germany in 1975.
She started life as the Nils Holgersson,
being the third ferry of her owners
to bear that name. Before entering
service on her regular route, she
made an inaugural cruise, sailing from
Travemünde to Gothenburg, Oslo and
Malmö.
On 20/4/1975 she commenced her
regular route, linking Travemünde to
Trelleborg.
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In August of 1984 Tasmanian Transport
announced they had selected Nils
Holgersson of the TT-Saga-Line.
The cost was DM46.5 million, the
exchange at the time was AUD
$19.150 million, with the modifacatons
costing DM7.1 milion about AUD$6.7
million. The Nils Holgersson competed
her final sailing on for TT-Saga -Line
in September 1984, before sailing
down the Kiel canal, back to her
builders yard, Werft Nobiskrug. She
was 7 months in the yard undergoing
modifications, renovations and
reconditioning of her machinery. One
major modification was the large
“box” like structure constructed on
her aft. The purpose of this was to
house her Australian crew, as the
Australian maritime union require each
crew member to have their own cabin,
with en-suite and window. The Nils
Holgersson’s crew accommodation was
originally down below the car deck.
Other works included major overhaul
work to all the ships engines, and
machinery. The work went over budget.

Bruny Island
Ferry Service
Three vessels deliver the ferry
service to Bruny Island. They are the:
• MV Nairana
• MV Parrabah
• MV Bowen (backup vessel).
The MV Nairana and the MV Parrabah
are purpose-built for the Bruny Island
ferry service, by Tasmanian boat
builder Richardson Devine Marine
Construction. The MV Nairana started
on the ferry service in February
2020, and the MV Parrabah started in
April 2021.
Previous services were provided
by the:
1. SS Lottah

5. ML Gayclite

2. SS Ronnie

6. SS Breone

3. SS Dover

7. SS Excella

4. ML Taruna

8. SS Beagle

On the 20/4/1985 the Nils Holgersson,
now renamed Abel Tasman was
officially handed over at a ceremony
onboard, to the shipping division of
Transport Tasmania commission, now
known as TT-Line.
The Abel Tasman departed Rendsburg
the next day, but some of the stewards
were very unhappy with the situation
onboard. They had not been allocated
their own cabins in the crew block,
so went on strike and started a strike
onboard. Following the resolution of
this strike, the Abel Tasman departed
Kiel bond for Tasmania in May of 1985.
The ferry was 148m by 23m. Its service
speed was 17 knots (21 Knots Max) It
had 855 beds and could carry 220 cars.
Source
Abel Tasman – Ferries of Tasmania

Senior rates were allowed to take
their rum issue back to their mess.
Junior Ratings never received neat
rum officially. It was always mixed
with water on the basis of one part
rum to one part water in the RNZN.
Rum had alcoholic percentage of 98%
or 148 over-proof.
The Rum issue ceased in the RNZN in
1990 with the explanation that sailors
were operating complex equipment
and so they shouldn’t be drinking rum.

In the June of 1984, Australian National
Line announced they were departing
the passenger ferry sector the
following year, to focus solely on their
cargo ships, sailing internationally, and
domestically. This left the Tasmanian
government to take over the service.

Roll on Roll off ferries have operated on
the route since 1954:
• SS Melba (1954–1961, then as a
reserve until approximately 1977).
The SS Melba was built in 1921 as
a cargo steamer to operate on the
River Derwent. She commenced
operations as a single-deck
vehicular ferry on the Bruny Island
run on December 13, 1954.
• MV Mangana (1961-early 1980s,
then as a reserve for the Harry
O’May until 1991). The Mangana,
originally known as the George
Peat, was one of two 42.06
metre-long single-deck ferries
built in 1930 to operate a service
across the Hawkesbury River.
• MV Harry O’May (early
1980s-early 1990s). Formerly the
Hong Kong ferry Man On, the
Harry O’May operated the Bruny
Island route in the 1980s and 90’s.
Its two decks greatly increased
carrying capacity relative to the
smaller earlier ferries.

Mona Roma Ferry. Photo: ABC News

• MV Mirambeena (early 1990s2021). The MV Mirambeena was
built in Launceston and retired
from the Bruny Island ferry service
on 25 May 2021 after 30 years of
service between Kettering and
Roberts Point. Does anyone have
information on who built the ferry
and where she is now?
Source
Bruny Island Ferry - Transport Services

SS Lottah.
Photo Tasmanian Maritime Museum

SS Lottah appears to have had a lively
history. The Mercury of 1897 reported:
“It is not anticipated that much
difficulty will be experienced in
refloating the steamer Lottah. She
is on a handy bottom, and at low
tide there is only 2ft. of water in
the field; but at high tide the decks
are awash. The steam ketches Amy
Louise and Skipjack have been
engaged. The latter arrived at the
scene of the accident on Wednesday
but the former was unable to make
headway against the prevailing
westerly gale, and the steamer
Nubeena consequently took her in
tow yesterday morning and towed
her to One Tree Point, about seven
miles from the accident. Operations
to refloat the Lottah were to have
been commenced yesterday.”

Other
Tasmanian
Ferry Services
MONA FERRY SERVICE
The Museum of Old and New Art
(MONA) is an art museum located
within the Moorilla winery on the
Berriedale peninsula in Hobart.
Two catamarans sail between
Hobart’s Brooke Street Pier and
MONA taking around twenty-five
minutes one way. The two vessels
are: Mona Roma (MR1) built in 1985
by Incat and the Freya (MR2) built in
2018 by Richardson Devine Marine.

Abel Tasman. Photo ABC News
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Maria Island
Ferry Service

Maria Island Ferry. Photo Discover Tasmania

The ferry leaves for Maria Island from
the Triabunna Wharf, on the state’s
east coast. The original inhabitants
of Maria Island were the Puthikwilayti
people, and members of the Oyster
Bay tribe.
The Newsletter Editor hasn’t found a
concise history of the ferry service
but it appears the Island has been
served by ferries for over 100 years.
The SS Endeavour (42 tons) served
the island from around 1888 to
before 1896. In 1924 the SS Seymour
and or the SS Koomeela ran between
Maria lsland and Spring Bay.
However, there was no ferry service
between at least 1938 and 1946 with
an item in the Examiner asking “The
Government is to ask the Transport
Commission to find some means
of transport to Maria Island, and if
necessary to purchase its own petrol
for the purpose.”

New mapping in partnership with
Jacobs Engineering has merged light
and sound to produce the first ever
complete map of the wreck and its
position beneath the bridge.
The mapping shows the SS Lake
Illawarra lying next to the bridge
between pylons on the eastern shore
side. The bow of the ship is close to
the third pylon from shore and the
ship points at an angle of 45 degrees
towards the middle of the river. At
its highest point, the vessel is about
15 metres below the waterline. Its
closest point (the ship’s bow) is
about 125 metres from shore.
Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. is
an American international technical
professional services firm. The
company provides engineering,
technical, professional and
construction services, as well as
scientific and specialty consulting
Source
https://blog.csiro.au/new-technology-lights-upss-lake-illawarra/

SS Lake Illawarra. Photo CSIRO

The Newsletter Editor would be happy
to hear from someone with more
information about this ferry service.

Location of
SS Lake
Illawarra
Matt Marrison reported in a CSIRO
blog on 20 May 2022 that new
mapping technology has produced
the first complete map of the wreck
of the SS Lake Illawarra and its
position beneath the Tasman Bridge.
The SS Lake Illawarra was a
140-metre bulk ore carrier that struck
the Tasman Bridge and sank in 1975.
This resulted in the tragic loss of
12 lives: seven ship crew and five
motorists driving across the bridge.
Lying beneath the Derwent River
in Hobart is the wreck of SS Lake
Illawarra.
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PS Canally
rejoins the
Murray River
paddle steamer
fleet
The ABC has reported that after
much restoration, the PS Canally
has again steamed down the river
in 2022. The PS Canally was built in
1907 as a barge then converted in
1912 to a paddle steamer. It was built
at Koondrook in NSW by RW Beer
for Thomas Freeman. PS Canally
worked on the Murray River until the
mid-1930s, after which it became a
house boat. It was abandoned for
many years after the 1950s before
being raised in 1999.
Its home is the Port of Morgan.
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News
ABC news
Source
Abel Tasman - Ferries of Tasmania

AIMA/ AAMH
CONFERENCE ADELAIDE
21-23 SEPTEMBER 2022

PS Canally. Photo Australian National
Maritime Museum

The 2022 AIMA and AAMH Conference
was organised in cooperation with Flinders
University’s Maritime Archaeology Program,
College of Humanities, Arts and Social
Sciences, the Australian Association for
Maritime History and the Australia and New
Zealand Scientific Diving Association.
The conference celebrated 40 years of AIMA as
an organisation and contributor to Australasian
maritime archaeology. 2022 is also the 20th
anniversary of the Maritime Archaeology
Program at Flinders University. These two
organisations have trained, supported and
engaged with members and alumni from
countries all over the world.
The theme of the conference was ‘Decolonising
Maritime Archaeology, Heritage and Museums
in Australia’. There were two keynote
presentations on this theme, the first by Jay
Haigler, a founding member of the organisations
Diving with a Purpose and the Society of Black
Archaeologists. Diving with a Purpose is an
international organisation with a focus on the
documentation and protection of African slave
trade shipwrecks, and the maritime history and
culture of African Americans. Haigler provided
case studies of the group’s work and insight into
their training program to develop and support
African-American underwater archaeologists in
their work to document the African Diaspora.
In the second keynote, Dr Lynnette Russell,
Director of Monash Indigenous Studies Centre
and Australian Research Council Laureate
Professor (2020-2025, Global Encounters
and First Nations Peoples) pleaded for
interdisciplinary research bringing together

archaeology, history, maritime studies and
Indigenous knowledges in order to decolonise
maritime history.
A Panel session discussed issues around
regulating and protecting Sea Country and
submerged landscapes, followed by a session
focused on submerged cultural landscapes,
including a project aiming to locate underwater
rock art off the Dampier Archipelago by a
University of WA and Flinders University team.
The best conference paper was awarded to
Imelda Miller and Dr Maddy McAllister from
the Queensland Museum for their paper titled
‘Spaces of interaction: reinvestigating Foam
(1893) from the Australia South Sea Islander
perspective’. Their research centred on
engaging the Australian South Sea Islander
community to broaden the narrative to
encompass South Sea Islanders on board the
wreck of the blackbirding trade vessel Foam
(1893) wrecked on Myrmidon Reef, Far North
Queensland, and learn the connections and
perspectives of their descendants.
The conference was well attended and it was
gratifying to see the global diversity of papers
from participants on the subject of maritime
history and archaeology of Australian, New
Zealand, Mediterranean, North American,
Southeast Asian and Pacific Ocean nations.

Ross Anderson, AAMH President
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Pulau dan Perahu, Islands and Boats:
Encounters and Mobilities within
Maritime Southeast Asia
and Indigenous Australia.
19-20 October 2022, Jakarta
https://www.monash.edu/arts/monashindigenous-studies/global-encounters-andfirst-nations-peoples/GEM-BRIN-SymposiumJakarta-2022
In-person event but recordings of the
seminar will be made available on the Global
Encounters website: https://www.monash.
edu/arts/monash-indigenous-studies/globalencounters-and-first-nations-peoples
Further resources and webinar recordings on
these maritime topics are available at:
https://www.monash.edu/arts/monashindigenous-studies/global-encounters-andfirst-nations-peoples/resources

AAMH thanks
outgoing The
Great Circle
Editor

‘Shipwreck Hunters Australia’
streaming on Disney+
This six-episode documentary series launched
on Disney+ on 5 October 2022 aimed at a family
audience follows a unique team of underwater
filmmakers and maritime archaeologists from
the WA Museum. Each episode showcases
amazing discoveries and the team working
to solve shipwreck mysteries off the coast of
Western Australia. Sites include Trial (1622),
Glenbank (1911), SS Koombana (1912), Zeewijk
(1727), Stefano (1875) and Broome flying boat
wrecks (1942).
Shipwreck Hunters Australia is a VAM Media
and Terra Australis Productions production
in association with Barking Mad Productions
for Disney+. Principal funding was provided
from Screen Australia, Screenwest and the WA
Screen Fund with in-kind support and expert
assistance from the WA Museum.

New AAMH
The Great
Circle Editor
Appointed
The AAMH welcomes Dr Peter Hobbins, Head of
Knowledge at the Australian National Maritime
Museum, to the Editorship of The Great Circle. Dr
Hobbins publications have spanned medical research,
venomous creatures, epidemics, quarantine, aviation
and maritime history. He is the author of two books,
‘Venomous Encounters: Snakes, Vivisection and
Scientific Medicine in Colonial Australia’ (2017) and,
with Dr Ursula K Frederick and Associate Professor
Anne Clarke, ‘Stories from the Sandstone: Quarantine
Inscriptions from Australia’s Immigrant Past’ (2016).
Over 2018-19 Dr Hobbins led a community history
project to mark the centenary of the pneumonic
influenza or ‘Spanish’ flu pandemic, and was a key
participant in the 2020 Australian Story episode
on that calamity. He also serves as a Councillor of
the Royal Australian Historical Society, a committee
member of the Professional Historians Association
and an Honorary Affiliate in the Department of
History at the University of Sydney.

Professor Erika Techera has been the Editor of the
AAMH’s journal The Great Circle since 2019 and has
now retired. Dr Ross Anderson said “On behalf of
the AAMH Committee and Membership I would like
to extend our grateful thanks to outgoing The Great
Circle Editor Prof. Erika Techera for her work during
her three-year term, seasoned with her trademark
vibrant enthusiasm, scholarship, wisdom and
humour. Although her primary area of expertise is in
law rather than maritime history (the latter being a
passionate interest), Erika accepted the challenge
of the role and additionally updated the Editorial
Committee, and ran The Great Circle membership
survey to assist AAMH to improve the quality and
reach of The Great Circle. We hope you enjoyed
your term Erika, and look forward to your continuing
support for AAMH.”

Erika brought a new perspective to
our journal with papers ranging from
Peter A Gunn’s ‘Chasing the Tale of the
Mermaid and Other Kimberley Tales’ to
Liz Rushen’s ‘John Marshall and the
Peopling of Australia’. Erika also brought
together a diverse range of papers for
the 2021 special issue on submarines.

New AAMH
Secretary
Needed
AAMH is seeking a new Secretary.
The position provides a great
opportunity for someone to join a
passionate team of people guiding
the way forward for the AAMH. For
more information please contact
Sally May or Ross Anderson at
info@aamh.asn.au
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