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NEW AAMH 
LOGO & WEBSITE

In exciting news, AAMH has launched  
a new logo and website. 

The first impression of the logo is a figurative 
representation of a human standing on a 
vessel holding a pole or paddle. It depicts 
the fundamental concept of a human and 
vessel, and suggests the types of Indigenous 
watercraft used for millennia in Australia’s 
seas, rivers and estuaries.

The design is also based on the shape 
of compass dividers scribing an arc, with 
tapering arms and a round-headed pivot 
point, the base of the ‘vessel’ forming 
the arc. The compass dividers represent 
navigation, exploration, and the maritime 
knowledge necessary to plan a journey.

The shape also spells out the letter ‘A’, 
representing AAMH’s initial acronym letter  
for ‘Australian’. The logo thus symbolically 
incorporates Australia’s rich Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous maritime heritage. It also 
symbolises AAMH members’ depth of maritime 
knowledge, and our passion to explore, 
connect with and communicate Australia’s – 
and our region’s – maritime heritage. 

The website aims to provide value for AAMH 
members and the public, and we look forward 
to it evolving by adding further content, news, 
stories and events. 

AAMH welcomes contributions from 
members and partner organisations. Please 
send your content to info@aamh.asn.au.

Cover image A drone photograph 
captures the 140-metre S.A. 
Agulhas II surrounded by ice. 
The vessel is capable of breaking 
through three-metre thick pack 
ice at a speed of five knots. 
Source nationalgeographic.co.uk. 
Photograph by Nick Birtwistle / 
Falklands Maritime Trust
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Sad news for the Baragoola Preservation 
Association as the ABC reports the sinking 
of the 99 year old former ferry (Picture: ABC 
News). Unfortunately, the sinking of the MV 
Baragoola is just the latest in a long list of 
former Sydney ferries to be lost to sinkings. 

The Karrabee sank at Circular Quay after 
taking on water during the Great Ferry Race 
in 1984. Wikipedia reports the cause of the 
sinking was found to be a buildup of rubbish 
around the bilge pump inlet that restricted 
the ability of the pumps to clear the water. 
She was built by Morrison & Sinclair Ltd in 
Balmain and launched in 1913. 

The Karingal (like her sister the Karrabee) 
was built for Sydney Ferries Limited during 
the early twentieth century boom in cross-
Harbour travel prior to the 1932 opening 
of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Following 
the Karrabee incident, Karingal was sold to 
new owners in Melbourne. On her delivery 
voyage to Melbourne, she sprang a leak 
in heavy seas and sank on 14 June 1985 

The Lady Edeline was launched in 1913 and 
was the third of five of the “Lady-class” 
ferries. She was laid up on the Parramatta 
River near the Mortlake Punt. She sank into 
the mud in 1988 following heavy rain.

off Cape Conron on Victoria’s south east 
coast. It is thought she may have struck a 
semi-submerged container. The seven crew 
members were rescued by helicopter.

The Kameruka (also built by Morrison & 
Sinclair Ltd and launched in 1013) was 
a relatively fast ferry and worked on the 
Taronga Zoo and Parramatta River routes. 
She was burnt out almost to the waterline 
on the night of 8 December 1918 while tied 
up at Gladesville Wharf. 

Rebuilt she suffered boiler collapse in 1938 
and was not returned to work until 1945. 
In 1954, she was converted to diesel and 
eventually pulled from service in October 
1984 and sank in 1986 while laid up 
alongside Karrabee at Pyrmont. 

The Kaludah (launched as Kuranda) was  
a timber-hulled steamer launched in 1908. 
The Kaludah burnt out and sank near 
Gladesville in 1911. 
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SYDNEY’S 
SINKING 
FERRIES

Source www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-02/99-year-
old-former-manly-ferry-baragoola-sinks-sydney-
harbour/100735266

Source Courtesy of 
the Ross and Pat Craig 
Collection, University of 
Newcastle (Australia)
www.flickr.com/photos/
uon/31181460282/



Three years after Houtman first 
marked the Abrolhos Islands on his 
chart in March 1622, the company 
of the ship Leeuwin (“Lioness”, 
also spelt “Leeuwine” in some VOC 
documents) made land contact 
further south than had Houtman. 
They encountered what is the most 
southwestern prominence on the 
continent of Australia. In this way it 
became only the seventh European 
ship to sight the continent. The 
visitors described the land they 
found as low-lying, with sandy 
dunes, and called it Leeuwin Land.

In 2022 we celebrate King’s triple 
circumnavigation of Australia. During 
his journey he discovered that Hartog 
and de Vlamingh’s plates had been 
removed from Cape Inscription. King 
then had his name inscribed on the 
wooden post left by Hamelin in 1801 
to mark his landing.  For more see 
Peter A Gunn’s “Chasing the tale of 
the Mermaid” in The Great Circle 
volume 43 No. 1 2021. 

Louis Duperrey’s voyage was 
the first of the major French 
circumnavigations, ostensibly for 
reasons of science. He was ordered 
to explore the south-west coast of 
New Holland to examine the nature 
of the soil, in particular at Swan 
River and King George Sound, to 
see if that part of New Holland was 
‘suited to receiving a settlement’. 
The expedition was forced to by-
pass the south-western coast and 
sailed direct to Port Jackson on 
account of illness, the poor state 
of the ship and the dangers of the 
coast. He joined the navy in 1802, 
and served as marine hydrologist 
to Louis Claude de Saulces de 
Freycinet aboard the Uranie (1817–
1820). He commanded La Coquille 
on its circumnavigation of the earth 
(1822–1825) with Jules Dumont 
d’Urville as second in command.

John Thomas Bigge (1780–1843) 
was appointed to investigate 
the effectiveness of convict 
transportation in deterring crime. 
In his report titled Report of the 
Commissioner of Inquiry into the 
State of the Colony of New South 
Wales, Bigge criticised Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie’s administration 
of the colony, in particular his 
liberal policies towards former 
convicts (known as emancipists), 
his active public works program and 
his seemingly lenient treatment of 
convicts. Three reports, submitted 
by Bigge between 1822 and 1823, 
changed the way in which the 
colony of New South Wales was 
administered.

On 1 May 1771, Yves-Joseph de 
Kerguelen de Trémarec’s expedition 
left France. His second-in-command 
was fellow Breton Louis François 
Marie Aleno de Saint Aloüarn.

By 13 February 1772 they were 
abeam of what Cook later named 
Kerguelen Island, which was duly 
claimed for France.

Separated by fog, de Kerguelen 
headed back to France claiming to 
have found the Terres Australes. 
De Saint Aloüarn in the Gros Ventre 
sailed eastwards to New Holland, 
arriving off Flinders Bay on 17 March. 
Unable to land due to bad weather he 
headed for Shark Bay. On 30 March 
1772 a shore party explored Dirk 
Hartog Island and took possession 
of the land in the name of King Louis 
XV of France. The Gros Ventre then 
made its way back to Île de France 
via Timor and Batavia (Jakarta).

De Kerguelen, meanwhile, had been 
sent back to the South Indian Ocean 
to search for the missing Gros Ventre 
and confirm his previous claims. 
With his 16-year-old stowaway lover 
‘Louison’ (Louise Séguin) on board, 
his voyage was an almost total 
failure and lead to his court martial 
and imprisonment.

A British East Indiaman of approximately 
500 tons, under the command of 
John Brooke, was wrecked on the 
Tryal Rocks off the north-west coast 
of Western Australia in 1622. It is 
Australia’s oldest known shipwreck. 
The ship departed Plymouth on its 
maiden voyage for Batavia (now 
Jakarta). It stopped at Cape Town and 
learned of new Brouwer route to the 
Indies. On the night of 25 May 1622 
with 143 on board it struck the reef 
now reef named Tryal Rocks.

Brooke, son John and nine others 
boarded a skiff and Thomas Bright 
and 35 others a longboat, sailing for 
Batavia separately. 93 sailors were 
lost and one died in the skiff. Brookes 
subsequently falsified his position, 
resulting in great confusion as to 
the exact position of the reef. After 
examining the records and Bright’s 
letter countering Brookes falsehoods 
in 1934 historian Ida Lee proved that 
what was then known as Ritchie’s Reef 
was the site and the reef renamed. 
In 1969 the wreck was located after 
researchers John MacPherson and Eric 
Christiansen of the Fremantle-based 
Underwater Explorer’s Club determined 
the position after examining Lee’s 
research and the contemporary 
records. Members of the team to 
locate the site were Christiansen 
(leader), Naiom Haimson, Dave Nelley 
and Ellis Alfred (Alan) Robinson. Chris 
Muhlmann was skipper.

ABC News: The Koondooloo, Lurgurena 
(pictured) and Sydney Queen washed up 
between January 9-12, 1972. Source Pat 
Westcam Collection, Heritage NSW
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ANNIVERSARIES

Historic shipwrecks have been exposed 
by rough seas on a beach along NSW’s 
Mid North Coast during January. ABC 
news reports “Maritime archaeologist 
Brad Duncan said about a metre of sand 
movement has led to further exposure 
of 50-year-old ferry wrecks, the Sydney 
Queen, Lurgurena and Koondooloo, at 
South West Rocks.” 
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In 1822, the Macquarie Harbour 
penal settlement was established on 
Sarah Island. Located on the west 
coast of Tasmania, it was a place to 
be feared even by the worst type 
of convict. The settlement could 
not produce food. Malnutrition, 
dysentery and scurvy were common 
conditions for the prisoners. Typical 
punishments included solitary 
confinement for up to 14 days, 
wearing leg irons, working on the 
treadmill and receiving up to 100 
lashes. In 1823 alone, over 9,000 
lashes were given. Many convicts 
tried to escape; one successful 
escapee was Matthew Brady, the 
bushranger. Convicts worked as 
timber cutters and shipbuilders. 
In 1828, there were 531 people at 
the settlement, comprising 380 
convicts, 95 military, 14 women and 
27 children. The Jervis Bay (13,837 GRT) was the 

last of five ‘Bay’ cargo-passenger 
liners built for the Commonwealth 
Government Line in the early 1920s 
primarily for use on the United 
Kingdom to Australia shipping route 
to encourage assisted migration 
and increase capacity for the export 
of Australian produce. The TSS 
Jervis Bay was launched from the 
Vickers Limited shipyard at Barrow-
in-Furness in north-west England 
on 18th January 1922, slipping 
quietly into the water with no official 
ceremony. Measuring 530 ft (161.5 
m) in length x 68 ft (20.7 m) beam 
x 43 ft 6 in (13.25 m) depth and 
drawing 29 ft 11½ in (9.13 m), the 
Jervis Bay displaced 23,320 tons 
(21,155 tonnes) and was equipped 
with 9,000 horsepower Parsons 
geared steam turbines driving twin 
screws, giving a service speed 15 
knots (27.8 km/hr) fully loaded. The 
vessel’s passenger accommodation 
was originally configured for 723 
third class passengers (in cabins 
of two, four & six berths) and up to 
12 first class passengers in six two 
berth cabins (which were reserved 
primarily for use by Government 
officials). Crew accommodation 
complied with the requirements of 
the Australian Navigation Act of 
1921, which allowed far superior 
quarters than were typically 
provided on British registered 
vessels of the period. 

The Jervis Bay was also equipped 
with six cargo holds including 
extensive refrigerated space 
designed specifically for frozen meat, 
dairy produce and fresh fruit exports. 
The total cost of the vessel was 
approximately £1,250,000.

In September 1926 Jervis Bay 
became the first ship on the UK to 
Australia route to be equipped with 
a short-wave radio transmitter - a 
self-oscillator type using two Marconi 
T250 valves enabling the ship to be 
in constant radio-to-shore contact.

As with her four sister ships, the 
sailing schedule of the Jervis Bay 
was repeatedly interrupted by 
industrial disputes amongst the 
staunchly unionised Australian 
crew and waterside workforce at 
Australian ports. After steadily 
mounting losses, the Australian 
Government decided to sell all five 
ships to the British-owned Kylsant 
shipping group for £2 million, less 
than one-third of their original cost. 
The Jervis Bay was the last of the 
vessels to be transferred to new 
ownership, departing Fremantle on 
her last voyage to England with an 
Australian crew on 16th June 1928, 
after being delayed by strikes and 
other industrial action at every port.

The five ships continued to operate 
their previous service with British 
crews under the Aberdeen & 
Commonwealth Line. Following the 
outbreak of the Second World War in 
1939, Jervis Bay was converted to 
an Armed Merchant Cruiser (AMC) 
at St Johns, Canada and used for 
patrol and convoy escort duties by 
the Royal Navy. The ship had been 
strengthened during her construction 
to carry eight six-inch guns.

On 5 November 1940, HMS Jervis 
Bay was sunk in the Atlantic by the 
German pocket battleship Admiral 
Scheer after the convoy Jervis Bay 
was escorting came under attack. 
Jervis Bay turned toward the Admiral 
Scheer and diverted her fire while 
the 38 ship convoy HX84 which 
included the cargo liner Rangitiki 
escaped. Her captain, E.F.S Fegan 
(a former commanding officer at 
the RAN College at Jervis Bay) was 
killed and the ship sank with the 
loss of 198 men. Fegan received a 
posthumous Victoria Cross for his 
actions during this engagement. Five 
ships from the convoy were sunk 
by the Scheer but most were able 
to escape. One merchant ship, the 
Swedish registered Stureholm turned 
back and was able to rescue 65 
officers and men from the Jervis Bay.

TSS Jervis Bay, Cargo-Passenger Liner, 
1922-1940 (museumsvictoria.com.au)

Crotty, D. (2010) TSS Jervis Bay, 
Cargo-Passenger Liner, 1922-1940 
in Museums Victoria Collections 
www.collections.museumsvictoria.
com.au/articles/3665

Accessed 25 November 2021.

On 22 October 1872, a telegraph 
message from London reached 
Adelaide in six hours. Ships were 
no longer the only or fastest means 
of communication between the 
colonies and the wider world. 
(Anthony Barker, What happened 
when; A chronology of Australia 
from 1788, Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 
2000, p.128;

Evening Journal (Adelaide, SA : 1869 
- 1912), Tuesday 22 October 1872, 
page 2.

Source: Mark Howard

On the 3 March 1942, Japanese 
planes attacked Broome killing at 
least 88 people.

The pearling port of Broome 
had became a transit stop on 
the escape route for refugees 
fleeing the Japanese advance in 
the Netherlands East Indies. Ten 
Japanese aircraft attacked both 
the airfield there and the flying 
boats refuelling at anchor on nearby 
Roebuck Bay. In an attack lasting 
an hour the Japanese fighters 
destroyed 16 flying boats on the 
bay and six aircraft on the ground, 
and shot down a DC-3 laden with 
refugees and a Liberator full of 
wounded US servicemen.

On 19 February 1942, Japanese 
aircraft bombed Darwin, killing 
hundreds of service personnel 
and civilians. This was the first of 
a series of almost 100 Japanese 
aerial attacks on Australia, ending in 
November 1943.

In 1942 the Royal Australian Navy 
lost seven ships and 670 members 
of their crews to enemy action. 
Many more officers and sailors 
subsequently died in captivity.

Picture: The Neptuna exploding at 
Darwin wharf on February 19, 1942. 
(Ref - PH0238/0885)(Northern 
Territory Library).
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The  
Jervis Bay 
1922 -- 1940

1872 
Overland 
Telegraph 
displaces 
shipping

80th 
Anniversary of 
the Bombing  
of Broome

“

1822 
Macquarie 
Harbour penal 
settlement

In 1922, the NSW Government 
passed the Sydney Harbour Bridge 
Act and construction on the 
approaches started in 1923. 

On 19 March 1932 the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge opened to the 
public. The event ended almost a 
century of speculation and planning 
for a bridge or tunnel. 

Sydney 
Harbour 
Bridge 1922

80th 
Anniversary of 
the Bombing  
of Darwin

PHOTO 
GALLERY
Visit our new photographic 
gallery on our website. It 
showcases some of the 
exciting maritime history to 
be found in Australia and our 
region – on the seas, in our 
museums and in the archives!

We encourage our members to 
share their favourite images to 
the gallery.

aamh.asn.au/gallery.html

The wreck of the Star of Greece in 
1888 at Willunga was one of South 
Australia’s worst maritime disasters

I’d be happy to include short items 
on ferries in our next newsletter 
and Professor Erika Techera 
would be interested in receiving 
new research for potential 
publication in The Great Circle.”
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ENDURANCE
FOUND

Endurance trapped in pack ice, as 
captured by crew photographer 
Frank Hurley in 1915 Source Hulton 
Archive/Getty Images
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The world was astounded with the news that 
Shackleton’s Endurance, abandoned by the 
crew in 1915, had been discovered at a depth 
of 3000m in icy waters of the Weddell Sea. 
The wreck is in an incredibly intact state of 
preservation, lying upright on the seabed with 
the wooden hull completely preserved as if it 
had just landed on the seabed the day after 
it sank. Expedition photographs showed the 
damaged bow, counter stern with the ship’s 
name, and deck fittings with the ship’s wheel. 

As the expedition’s maritime archaeologist 
Mensun Bound described: “It is upright, well 
proud of the seabed, intact, and in a brilliant 
state of preservation ... You can see a porthole 
that is Shackleton’s cabin. At that moment, 
you really do feel the breath of the great man 
upon the back of your neck.”

Hurley was forced to leave a number of 
boxes of exposed Paget plate glass slides 
behind, which would no doubt also now be 
lying on the sea floor. The Endurance22 
team photographed the wreck in detail and 
no artefacts were recovered - the wreck 
will remain undisturbed under the heritage 
provisions of the International Antarctic Treaty.

The counter stern of Endurance with 
the name and emblematic pole star, and 
what appears to be the smashed rudder. 
Source Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust, 
National Geographic

Frank Hurley with camera on ice in front 
of the bow of the trapped Endurance in 
the Weddell Sea, Shackleton expedition, 
1915. Source nla.gov.au/pictures/frank-
hurley-antartic-photographs#

Australian photographer Frank Hurley 
was the expedition photographer and 
most of his photographs are held by 
the National Library of Australia.



Photograph by Peter Ridgway

FGS BAYERN VISITS 
FREMANTLE  
& DARWIN

Your editor visited the German frigate FGS Bayern at its 
Fremantle port call in October and was delight to be taken 
on a short tour. The ship was on its way to Guam with the 
next stop being Darwin. The frigate was commissioned 
in 1996 and is designated for anti submarine warfare. My 
photos show the 76mm gun, missile launcher and the anti 
submarine Sea Lynx helicopter. 

The Bayern is a member of the 4 Brandenburg class and  
is equipped with vertical launch air defence missiles,  
a 76mm gun, 2 27mm auto cannons, 2 harpoon anti ship 
missile launchers, torpedoes and machine guns. 

According to one source, the last time a German Navy 
vessel visited Australia was in 1988, when sail training ship 
FGS Gorch Fock berthed in Sydney.

The cold (for WA) day was delightful according to my guide 
because their last port of call had been in the extra hot and 
humid conditions of Pakistan.

Photograph by Ross Anderson

INDIAN OCEAN 
STUDIES 
CONFERENCE  
A SUCCESS

AAMH life member Emeritus 
Professor Malcolm Tull delivering 
a paper on Pilbara ports

This second conference by Sheridan Institute and the 
AAMH included the WA Museum. The first day was held 
at the WA Maritime Museum. The conference was opened 
by the WA Museum CEO Alec Cole (photo), hosted by 
Mark Fielding (photo) and Josh Esler from Sheridan 
Institute and during Malcolm Tull’s (AAMH life member) 
presentation the audience could see STS Leeuwin sailing 
out of harbour (just visible in the top photo).

Dr Allan Everett is a retired professor 
of physiology and pharmacy at the 
University of Western Australia. His 
interest in maritime history stemming 
from this professional background 
concerns the physiological changes 
associated with a lack of vitamin C 
in the diet, a problem for seafarers 
beginning in the 15th Century when 
long ocean voyages away from land 
became common place. A deficiency 
of the vitamin gives rise to the 
fatal disease commonly referred 
to as scurvy. With the disease 
came treatments with all kinds of 
concoctions that were mostly unhelpful 
therapeutically, and in this respect not 
unlike, according to Alan, many of the 
preparations that fill the shelves of 
pharmacies and supermarkets today! 
For the moment his reading is focused 
on the various characters involved in 
solving the mystery of the disease, and 
particularly the part played by James 
Lind, the 18th Century physician who 
more often than not gets much of the 
credit for putting an end to scurvy. 

Alan has spread the word of this 
country’s early maritime history to 
a general audience by writing many 
articles on the subject for a magazine 
for four-wheel driving enthusiasts. More 
recently he has published an article in 
The Great Circle (Vol 42, No.2) on what 
Captain Cook may have thought about 
his own achievements and his place in 
history, an article that was spurred by 
the 250th anniversary of Cook’s landing 
on our east coast.

Retired professor of physiology and pharmacy 
at the University of Western Australia. Allan 
has a wide interest in maritime history and has 
had a review of Captain Cook published in  
The Great Circle (Vol 42 No.2).

Welcome 
to our new 
Treasurer
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First map of Australia from Nicholas Vallard’s atlas, 1547, in the 
Library of Sir Thomas Phillipps, Bart. at Middle Hill, 1856.
Source nla.gov.au/nla.obj-231809408/view

There is ongoing fascination about when 
Australia was first depicted on a map. 

The Vallard map in particular has been 
suggested by some to be the first mapping 
of a portion of Australia. The Vallard Atlas is a 
world atlas of fifteen maritime maps, produced 
in 1547. It is believed to have been owned by 
Nicolas Vallard, its authorship being unknown, 
with speculation that it was possibly one of 
the Dieppe school of maps. It is believed that 
Nicholas Vallard was the first owner and this is 
why the publication bears his name.

The atlas is made of 68 pages and contains 
15 charts with rich illustrations as well as a 
calendar and some maritime information. The 
atlas contains illustrations that purport to show 
the new world inhabitants. 

The maps depicted in the atlas are inverted 
compared to modern depictions, as the north 
pole is placed on the bottom side of the atlas 
while the south pole is placed on the top. 
There is some speculation that like some other 
works of the Dieppe school of maps, the atlas 
shows the Australian coastline, a continent 
entitled Jave la Grande, which would mean it 
was painted before the documented arrival of 
Willem Janszoon or James Cook.

The atlas is currently held at the Huntington 
Library based in San Marino, California.

John Welch has contacted us with the results 
of research he has undertaken that appears 
to support two details concerning the Vallard 
1547 and earlier Dauphin 1530 atlases.

These details are where an island is depicted at 
the entrance to a large bay, one in New South 
Wales and one in Queensland.  John reports 
that the “ratio of the length of the “Victoria-
Murray river” section to the east coast is 
appropriate for that era’s technology in latitude 
and longitude.  Then the two emphasised bays 
would fit the locations of Port Stephens NSW 
and Upstart Bay Qld by that ratio of distances. 
Both supplied freshwater which was a problem 
for early sailors in tropical Qld especially.”

John writes that “in the region of “NSW” in 
Dauphin 1530 is Baye Neuve, or in Vallard 1547 
Baia Nevo “New Bay”.  Vallard is more carefully 
drawn and labelled and shows an island where 
Yacaaba Head is located on a sandspit from 
the mainland.”

John has had a soil sample from the Port 
Stephens (QLD) sandspit/island taken for 
optically stimulated luminescence (OSL) 
testing. OSL measures energy emitted after 
an object has been exposed to daylight. The 
results suggest an island existed from around 
1,120 years ago although much altered in more 
recent times. 

John has used this information together with 
observations made by colonial surveyors to 
claim that Vallard map is the earliest depiction 
of a portion of Australia on a map. Hitherto, the 
Hessel Gerritsz 1618 map of the Indonesian 
islands and the Northwest coast of Australia 
has been considered one of earliest maps 
showing a portion of Australia. 

An equally fascinating puzzle is where 
cartographers obtained their information. If 
the Vallard atlas does show Australia – where 
did the information come from? Greek and 
Babylonian map makers stretching back to 500 
BCE collated first and second-hand accounts 
of distant shores from mariners, travellers and 
merchants. That Australia only appears on maps 
(that we currently know about) from the 16th 
or 17th centuries is more than likely an issue 
with European map makers having difficulty in 
accessing local Indo-Pacific knowledge. 

By 500 BCE there were plenty of people 
with knowledge of the Indian and Pacific 
Ocean world. The Indian Ocean was 
being criss-crossed by highly skilful 
mariners and merchants. Earlier than 
that, the Indigenous Australians arrived 
by sea from around 65,000 years ago 
and were likely the first mariners to 
explore Australia. From around 30,000 
BCE the Solomons were colonised by 
people sailing from the Bismarck Islands 
and New Guinea and the earliest traces 
of human presence in New Caledonia 
date back to possibly c.1600–500 BCE.

As an aside, the Vallard atlas also includes 
depictions of inhabitants on the land. These 
depictions are clearly not of indigenous 
Australians (see nla.gov.au/nla.obj-
231809408/view). 
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A community exhibition at the WA Maritime 
Museum Community Exhibition Gallery, 
presented by the Dutch Australian 
Foundation, highlights the importance of 
wooden boat building in Western Australia, 
and marks the 25th anniversary of the 
construction of the Duyfken replica in 
Fremantle.

Including selected images and objects, this 
exhibition reflects examples of wooden boat 
building in this state, from the early 1700s to 
the present day.

WA Shipwreck Museum  
Saturday 4 December 2021 –  
Sunday 1 May 2022
Free exhibition

The exhibit offers:

• the intriguing story behind the sloop, 
built by survivors of Zeewijck, after it was 
wrecked in the Abrolhos Islands in 1727.

• instances of shipbuilding occurring at 
King George Sound in 1827 and the Swan 
River Colony from 1829, including repairs 
to HMS Success when it ran aground 
near Carnac Island in 1829.

• stories of wooden boat building in 
regional WA for the purposes of whaling 
in Albany, fishing in Geraldton and 
pearling in Broome, and the importance 
of wooden boat building in other cities of 
Western Australia.

• insight into the skill and expertise of 
shipwrights who were involved in building 
Endeavour and Duyfken replicas and the 
many volunteers who supported them.

Source visit.museum.wa.gov.au/
shipwrecks/wooden-boat-building-wa
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In The Treacle Mine:  

THE LIFE OF  
A MARINE ENGINEER

John Richardson’s autobiography of his 
career as a ship’s engineer provides a 
rare insight of life below decks. 

Whittles Publishing of Dunbeath Scotland 
are to be congratulated on issuing this 
valuable and very well written (and edited) 
book. Richardson always wanted to be a 
steam train driver but luckily for us British 
Railways had largely converted to diesel by 
the time he finished school and therefore 
he applied for and was granted a cadetship 
with Esso Tankers. This involved attending 
Poplar Technical College as part of gaining 
an Ordinary National Diploma. Richardson’s 
account of his early and later education 
is lively and provides rare insight into the 
training of below deck officers. 

Richardson provides detailed descriptions of 
the engineering profession and life aboard 
tankers, bitumen carriers, dredgers, chemical 
cargo ships, container ships and ferries 
(including hovercraft and Australian designed 
Incats). Most importantly for the maritime 
historian, his career spanned the transition 
from triple expansion steam reciprocating 
engines (Esso Preston) to steam turbine 
to diesel and the radical changes to 
international shipping.

Richardson’s career steadily progressed and 
he eventually reached Chief Engineer but 
not before very nearly losing his life when 
he fell through some corroded grating into 
a ventilator shaft on Mobil Energy. With 
temperatures above 130 degrees, repairs to 
ventilator fans were dangerous and could 
only be carried out for 10 minutes before 
retreating to the engine room for a break 
and drink. While descending through the 
ventilator trunking Richardson broke through 

the grating. With nothing to grab hold of, he 
stuck his elbows out and hung suspended over 
a 15 foot drop. The noise prevented anyone 
hearing his plight and broken edges of the grid 
penetrated his chest which prevented him from 
attempted to lever himself up. Fortunately, his 
assistant noticed Richardson hadn’t returned 
for a drink for more than half an hour and went 
to investigate and subsequently rescued him. 
On another occasion his ship was struck by a 
huge wave while crossing the Great Australian 
Bight. The wave disabled the bridge, navigation 
and caused the shut down of power leaving 
the tanker in a hazardous state. Richardson 
and his fellow officers worked hard to reset 
the overspeed trip device to restart the 
engines. Other less dramatic but no less critical 
incidents are recounted including making 
running repairs to address leaks, saltwater 
contamination in boilers, and the destruction of 
an active diesel generator. 

Richardson also describes the use of celestial 
navigation, morse code and other now largely 
redundant skills and technologies that were still 
in use in the 1960s. His experience across every 
ocean spans the transition from the mechanical 
to the computer age and is highly valuable for 
any researcher seeking to understand late 20th 
century maritime shipping.

He also recounts life working with British, 
Indian and Chinese crews and the luxury of 
having his wife live aboard with him. 

In the Treacle Mine comes with a handy 
glossary and photographs. The inclusion of  
an engine room schematic is recommended 
for any future editions.
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