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Mutiny, Mayhem, Mythology Wins Award 

AAMH founding member Emeritis 

Professor Alan Frost wins the 

Broeze national maritime book 

prize with Mutiny, Mayhem, 

Mythology: Bounty’s Enigmatic 

Voyage.  

The award is held every two years 

by the AAMH and the Australian 

National Maritime Museum.  

Frost's book is possibly the last 

word on this well-published 

subject until any new information 

comes to light. Frost thoroughly 

investigates and researches the 

Bligh/ Christian/ Bounty mutiny 

myths that have become 

embedded in broader culture. His 

forensic analysis of previously 

published research and source 

documents together with new 

material exposes how myths 

about Bligh, Christian and the 

mutiny have been perpetuated 

and embellished.  

The outcome is a solid case for Bligh being not only a bully and brilliant navigator, 

but a committer of fraud against the Royal Navy and his crew in terms of 

manipulating supplies for his personal gain, withholding food and ignoring traditional 

crew rights and privileges. His treatment of Christian led to the latter being driven to 

despair and making a poor choice of limited options open to him.  

Some impressive research has gone into this well-referenced work, with genuine 

scholarly treatment exploring all aspects of the subject, where many recent accounts 

have been lightweight and novelised by nature.  The introduction is so good that one 

could just read this and no more (but that would be a shame).  

Runners up for the prize include Joy McCann’s Wild Sea: A history of the Southern 

Ocean and an autobiography by Charlie Vernon: A life Underwater.  
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Writing a history of a sea is a brave thing to 

attempt. McCann does a fine job of bringing 

together the natural and cultural histories of this 

little known, vast area. The Southern Ocean is not 

universally recognised as an ocean with its 

boundaries in dispute. Australia defines it as being 

up to the southern coast but other countries 

dispute this claiming the Indian Ocean extends to 

Tasmania.  

Using her own experiences and journeys to the 

Antarctic and sub-Antarctic, Wild Sea can be 

described as a well-researched and well-

referenced travelogue. McCann succinctly 

describes the many aspects of the Southern 

Ocean in terms of its contribution to global ocean 

currents and weather, unique wildlife and history 

based on explorers and whalers' logbooks, and 

scientific research. 

Charlie Veron's autobiography focuses on the 

author's career as a natural scientist. "Described 

as a second Charles Darwin and hailed by David 

Attenborough" as the book end cover proclaims, 

in many ways Veron also resembles an 

Australian Jacques Cousteau, revealing the 

wonders of the underwater world.  

This book was selected as a finalist in 

accordance with the judges' aim to expand the 

view of Australian maritime history, as even 

within the realm of natural science, scientific 

endeavour is a cultural activity. Although A life 

underwater is by its nature anecdotal, Veron is a 

significant contributor to both Australian and 

global marine science, and his account provides 

a rich source of material for anyone researching 

the history of marine science in Australia, the 

development and operation of scientific 

institutions, and coral science world.  

From a museology and taxonomy perspective A Life Underwater depicts Vernon's 

pioneering and important work in this area, while also discussing his family and work 

relationships. The book is engaging, and lays bare the tragedies and successes of 

Vernon's life, and as he sees it the problems with environmental science.  
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VALE ALAN POWELL 

AAMH member Emeritus Alan Powell of Charles Darwin University passed away in 

November 2020. The AAMH recognises Alan’s pioneering work on the history of 

Northern Australia. His book “Northern Voyagers: Australia’s Monsoon Coast in 

Maritime History” was the first to explore the maritime history of Australia’s monsoon 

coast. Stretching from Broome to Cape York, the book explores a complex and 

ancient heritage. 

The AAMH was delighted to have 

Professor Powell deliver the Frank 

Broeze memorial lecture in 2013. The 

lecture explored the monsoon coast 

through many of its signature story 

lines: northern coast saltwater 

aboriginal peoples, the pearling 

industry, trepan harvesting, European 

exploration, the role of WA’s shipping 

in connecting Darwin with other 

northern ports, and the drama and 

significance of the northern sealanes 

during World War 2.  

Alan was the editor of the Journal of 

Northern Territory History. He also 

edited publications for the Historical 

Society of the Northern Territory.  

In 2013 he was made a fellow of the 

Federation of Australian Historical 

Societies.  

 

 

UNDER SOUTHERN SKIES 

The Australian National Maritime Museum’s Under Southern Skies exhibition tells 

the story of navigation from the Pacific to the Islands of Indonesia, ocean voyagers 

had been traversing and navigating around the coasts of Australia for centuries 

before Europeans arrived. The first navigators were Aboriginal people who crossed 

the seas to arrive in Australia over 60,000 years ago – the oldest known ocean 

migration in the world. From Makassan traders to the Chinese Grand Fleet of Zheng 

He to Polynesian sailors, the oceans around Australia were filled with cultural contact 

long before the first Europeans set foot on Australia. 
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The exhibit includes bark paintings that depict Makassan fishermen trading with 

Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory, sextants, compasses and 

telescopes that show the technological advancement in navigational instruments, 

modern indigenous art, historic portraiture, objects recovered from infamous Dutch 

shipwreck the Batavia and James Cook's HMB Endeavour, model ships and digital 

touchscreen technology. 

 

Photo: ANMM 

ILLAWARRA MARITIME INDUSTRIES PROJECT 

The University of Wollongong has commenced a scoping project to explore the role 

of maritime histories in informing the current social and cultural landscape of the 

Illawarra, and its potential to create new opportunities for the region. It will initially 

focus on the history of commercial fishing in the Wollongong area; however future 

stages would seek to expand to other maritime industries and to the South Coast 

region. 

The project’s first publication was Croft, F., Voyer, M., Adams, M., Visser, C., 

Leadbitter, D., Reveley, J., Steel, F. & Kennedy, J. E. (2019). Does 'the local' provide 

a pathway to revitalizing primary production in regional communities?: A case study 

of professional fishing on the NSW South coast (Australasian Journal of Regional 

Studies, 25 (2), 254-281.) 

Team members include well known maritime historians Francis Steel and Professor 

James Reveley. 
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Queensland Maritime Museum Needs Your Help 

2021 will mark the 50th anniversary of the establishment of Queensland Maritime 

Museum (QMM). However it urgently needs help to reopen in 2021. The Museum 

survived both the 1974 and 2011 floods, both of which saw the Brisbane River 

inundate the historic South Brisbane Dry Dock.  

But it’s the impact of COVID-19 that could really sink QMM. 

The Museum reports that low visitor numbers through September and October were 

only 30 per cent of pre-COVID levels, and the added cost of extra cleaning meant it 

was financially unviable for QMM to stay open. Supporters and lovers of maritime 

history, science, art, and tourism are urged to sign the Museum’s petition for funding 

to secure the future of Queensland Maritime Museum.

 

Share your research through The Great Circle 

Do you have some research you would like to share with others? Professor Erika 

Techera invites you to nominate your research for publishing in The Great Circle. 

Contact Erika at info@aamh.asn.au. 

Melbourne Maritime Heritage Network with the RAN. 

The next MMHN event will held in collaboration with the RAN on the Stage at 

Federation Square on SUNDAY, 18 APRIL between 12pm-3pm. There will be a 

performance by the NAVY BAND and a brief presentation. 
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AAMH Conference Opportunity 

All AAMH members are invited to participate in the Indian Ocean Studies 
Conference – 12-13 November 2021 Continuity and Change in an Age of 
Uncertainty 
 

Sheridan Institute of Higher Education, in partnership with the AAMH and the WA 
Maritime Museum, will host a biennial Indian Ocean Studies Conference from 12-13 
November 2021. The theme of this year’s conference is Continuity and Change in an 

Age of Uncertainty, and will be held in 
Perth, Western Australia at the WA 
Maritime Museum (on Friday the 12th) and 
Sheridan Institute (on Saturday the 13th).  
  

The biennial Indian Ocean Studies 
Conference provides an important venue 
for researchers, scholars, policy-makers, 
students and the general public to meet 
and share their thoughts and ideas on this 
significant region. The conference will 
facilitate presentations and discussions 
focusing on the sub-themes: maritime 
history and trade, education and 
communities, faith and culture, and 
defence and political science. Presenters 
are encouraged to shape their papers and 
presentations around these themes and 
to engage with the latest research on the 
IOR. A variety of interactive conference 
opportunities will be provided so 
delegates can mix, network and learn 
from each other in a stimulating and 
dynamic setting.  

 
We welcome scholars with a research interest in any of the above topics to submit 
abstracts for individual papers and/or panel proposals for the conference. 
Instructions on abstract submission, participation, and registration can be found on 
the conference website: https://sheridanicon.weebly.com/  

Do you have news/queries? 

News stories, short research items and queries about maritime history are always 

welcome for our Facebook, Website and Newsletter. All three publications a have 

world wide audience. Contact Peter Ridgway at info@aamh.asn.au. 

 

 

STS Leeuwin, Fremantle by P Ridgway 
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Photos Wanted  

The AAMH is revamping its website and is looking to our readership to provide 

photos to illustrate and promote maritime history. We are looking for bright photos 

representing  

• shipping and ports,  

• exploration  

• maritime archaeology 

• coastal communities 

• industries 

• tourism 

We are looking for contemporary (ie current) scenes as well as historic images.  

We would also like to have pictures of: 

• people enjoying themselves at the Tasmanian Wooden Boat Festival, 

Maritime Day in Fremantle, Paynesville Classic Boat Rally and similar events.  

• images (drawings/paintings) which would serve to highlight a key event and 

also our link to museum - for example, Dirk Hartog’s Plate.  

State and regional museums and historical societies are invited to provide images 

that represent their activities. 

We will acknowledge your contribution if we use 

it. Please indicate that you have the right to 

grant us permission to use the images and that 

you do so grant us the right.  

Please contact me at info@aamh.asn.au 

 

 

Port of Broome by P Ridgway 

Historic Slipway Sydney by P Ridgway 
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Short but Important News Items 

AAMH Appoints a Book Keeper 

The AAMH has appointed Kaye Nicholson to be the Association’s book keeper. 

Welcome aboard Kaye!  

Treasurer Wanted 

With a book keeper appointed, the Treasurers job will be made a lot easier.      

Please contact the President at info@aamh.asn.au  if you can assist with this 

important role.  As members attending the AGM will have noted, the finances of the 

AAMH are healthy and this provides a great opportunity for the Treasurer to focus on 

the pleasurable side of a successful Association.  

Secretary Wanted 

Our incumbent secretary Sally May is about to embark on a well-deserved retirement 

adventure in her new 4WD (should have been a boat Sally and we all would have 

come) and is looking to hand over the role to someone new. Please contact Sally or 

the President at info@aamh.asn.au for details. 

Naval Sea Power in Miniature 

Naval Sea Power in Miniature is an exhibition of the handmade ship models built by 

Gerry Westenberg over the past 40 years including many British and Australian 

warships. The centre piece of the exhibition is a large diorama depicting Fremantle 

Harbour in 1944 when it was the main submarine base for the South West Pacific 

theatre of operations in World War Two. 

The exhibition is open to the public 

from 12pm, Saturday 13 February 

at the WA Maritime Museum.  

Gerry started modelling at 16, when 

he wanted to build a model of 

HMAS Perth and decided to attack 

an Airfix 1/600 scale model of HMS 

Ajax. He later started building 

warships to the  to 1/192 scale. This 

combined with the discovery of 

balsa wood set him on the path of 

accurate scale model scratch building that has seen him build well over 100 ships. 

His passion is mainly for British and Australian warships, but he also enjoys building 

other ships including a Roman bireme, RMS Queen Mary, Raleigh’s ship The 

Revenge and the two Dutch cruisers De Ruyter and Java involved in the Battle of 

Java Sea. The largest ship in his collection is the RMS Queen Mary, with the 

smallest being HMAS Acute.  

Photo:WAM 
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2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE NOW 

AAMH Membership Application/Renewal/Invoice 

Annual Membership is from 1 January to 31 December  

Please select (circle) a Membership Type  

Individual Member A$50, Australia — A$70 Overseas  

Student Member A$30, Australia — A$45 Overseas  

Corporate/Institutional A$70, Australia — A$100 Overseas  

Name: (Title First & Last Name) ______________________________________  

The Application cannot be considered where a Name is not included.  

Postal Address: ________________________________________________  

City: _________________________________________________________  

State: ____________  

Country: ___________________ Postcode: _______ 

 Email (required): _______________________________________________  

The following payments accepted: EFT, PayPal, Credit Card or Cheque  

For EFT: Westpac AAMH Membership: 036-034 Account number:  539316 

OR  

For Visa/Mastercard: Expiry date: ___/ 20____  

Card Number: — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Name on Card: ____________________________________________________________ 

Signature:_________________________________________________________________  

OR For Cheque:  

Cheque for A$________ attached Note: AAMH DOES NOT ACCEPT foreign cheques.  

For PayPal: Visit the Membership area on our website (Buy Now & Subscribe); OR Send payment 
from your PayPal account; OR Send an email to request a PayPal invoice. 

 

Please complete all details and send by either: Email - info@aamh.asn.au or Post - The 
Treasurer, PO Box 1873, Fremantle, Western Australia 6959  
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The AAMH Team 

President: Dr Ross Anderson 

Secretary: Ms Sally May (retiring) – expressions of interest invited 

Vice President: Mr Graeme Henderson AM 

Treasurer: Vacant – expressions of interest invited 

Great Circle Editor: Professor Erika Techera 

Newsletter Editor: Mr Peter Ridgway 

State & Territory Representatives 

ACT: Michael Pearson 

New South Wales: Chris Maxworthy  

Northern Territory: Paul Clark 

Queensland: TBC 

South Australia: Wendy Van Duivenvoorde  

Tasmania: Mark Hosking  

Victoria: Mark Howard & Liz Rushen 

Western Australia: Malcolm Tull 

Association Details  

Post: 

AAMH 

PO Box 1873               

Fremantle  WA  6959 

Australia  

Email:   info@aamh.asn.au  

Web:    www.aamh.asn.au 

  

Next Newsletter: September 

Send your local news story and short research items to the Newsletter 

Editor, Peter Ridgway before 1 March and 1 September each year via 

email to: info@aamh.asn.au  

  

  

 


