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Contacts and Conferences

@ AANH Fremantle - 11-14 Dedémber 2000 - Maritime FEtor Bevond 2000, Visipns of Seiand Shore - Websiteost
hutp /i mh200 | murdechedwan The Fmail address of the conveners §s mh200] Grmiurdoch.cdii

@ Unlversity of Malta - 26-28 April 2002 - Conference on Mediterranean Maritime History.

This is to coincide with the estublishment of 8 Mediterranean Maurtime History network which evolved from the Third
International Congress ol Muritime Hlsmr_\-.fn_ Denmark | 2000, For further Information visit the website ol
hegpei oo w umedu mt‘newsim mhnindey himl _ _

o University of Glasgow - 7 -9 March 2002 - Temh New Researchers in Maritime History € pnference. Conltiel is
Christing T.eslic by entall € Leshed soescr glaac.uk

® Bucnris Alres. Argenting - 22-26 July 2002 - Xill Imernativnal Economic History Congresy - Website at
waiw.eh,net/s 1 congress. Prof. Liwis Fischer is the email contael ot [fsches® mun.ca _

@ Roval Australiun Navs, Sydney Austrilia - 29 -31 Junuiry 2002 - Paiifie 2002 Sea Power Conference - This looks
tike being a pretty salubriows event. The AS225 rego includes tirge |uncheons, briss bund eneriainment, and “happy
hours™ in the vy tnufition on s couple of nights. The dinner al ap extro 390 promises to be pretty good too.
Remember, “The riavy gels the grvy while the army sets the heans, beans, beans; beans.” Oh, nearly forgot. There
will be-a range of interesting spetikers, The RAN has sent o bestotiful colour hookler about the conference and &
registration {form, hut has omitted the mail address or other contact details. The website is histed on the cover as
wivaw oy poviaw® . sites/spe/defoult_oid htm has become nhsolete. Ty contoeting RAN Seapower Centre, RAAF
Fairburn, Conberen 2600, because the eonference fonks like being a really good one.

® (heck out the wiehsite www.icmiorg.uk Tor the latest information of maritime Histery conferences and organisations,
The AAMH % 2 meribser of the 1CMIL

@ Professor A Barbiedo de Magnlhiies in Portiieal is keen w hear from pecple who might be interested in the
International Instiuite for Asian Studies and Interchanee (TASA) The aim is o promote interdisciplinary studies withea
spectal focus an Southeast Asia and Oceanla. Opportunity exisis for cocperitive studies involving East Timor, For
further Informuation comtact Professor de Mapalhiies al barbedomag @ hotmailcom or barbedo@fe.up.pr

Become a maritime archaeologist

Muaritime Archigology is currently mught st 12 anversities throughout the waorld and at only two universities in
Austinlin, The maritime orehoeology amld ondeowiter
cultural herimae management progrems it Finders
University and James Coak Unjversity dim o meet the
growing demand for trined professional maritime
archatsologists in an expanding field. The programs also
aim to provide a global view of underwater cultural heritage
management and martime archaeningy that builds ind
drows on Australia's repuitation as a world leader in this
field. They bulld on existing collaborative eaching and
resereh Initiitives betwisen Jamies ook University,
Flinders University and the WA Moritime Museom.

The Departments of Archucology at Flinders and James
Cook Universities have successfully heen teaching
manitime archacaligy @t an undergrcduate level since the
mid-1990's, From 2000 the Departments have collectively
offered expanded programs of undergeadunte toples in
matitime archaeology consisting of a Maritime
Archialogy Field Sehiool, 2 geoeral Maritime Archasology - _
course and an ndviinéed cuiutse fovuksing on the Avchacology ol This sutld be yon - beerimie @ maritienie archaeplogist
Marilime Societies and Industries. There is iléo g considerable
numbier of research Honours and Posteraduate students in maritine archoeology and selated areas ol both Institmions.

From 2002 there will be courses towards & Graduate Certificate, & Graduate Diploma and a Master's Degree In
Maritime Archaealogy. For Tutther informution contael:

Associate Professor, Dr Peter Veth - Depuniment of Archaeology, Tames Caok Universily - 07 4781 5858 -
pelervethjewedian -

e Murk Staniforth - Departeent of Archucolagy, Flinders University - O8 8201 5195
Medrls, Stbid fortie Minders edaan
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That song says it all - almost

When the Prime Minister Mr John Howard wis i voung whipperschnapper hie wsied w sing Advapce Australia Eair with a
slightly different setof words to what we try Lo rememiber bow. I the earlier version, chapter two was sufficient W make
rovatist chests swell with prige, but it mide republicans puke: and chapler four teally got the blood of the senophabes
pumping, Yep. believe it or nat. we all hael British souls in thake good ofd daye, no matter what we thought, orwhere we

wiere borm Any akers 10 compose & new yersion incorporating the “Pacific sulutlon™! A prize from Dr Weaver for the

hesl sent 0 him

The Australion National Anthem

Australinns ol let us rejoice,

For we ane voung and [ree,

Wetve polden soil and wealth Tar tail:
Oy home 1221 Ty st

O fand abounds in nature's gifis

(O beauty rich and ree;

T history's page, letevery stoge
Advonce Australio Fair.

In josful strins then lel os sing.
Advance Apstralia Fair

Benesith ot mdiant Southern Cross
We'll toil with hesrts and hands
Tomuke this Commaonwealth of ours
Renowned ol wl the lancls;

For those who've come across the Sens
We've boundless plains to share,

With courage et us all combine

To Advince Austrubia Fair.

InjovTul strains then let ussing, - .
Advance Augimilia Falr

£ v of NIV Teenpser oot fo resewe Afghan asytiom
seckers from overlonded Tndonesion vessel

An earlier version

Australinn sons. [ us rejoice.

For we are young and free

Weve golden soil and wealth for tofl.
o home is gint by se

O Tand wbounds m miure's gifis:
Of higauty fich ond rine:

In hist'ry's puge. lel évey siage
Advpnee Augizalia Falr

In joyful sirudns let uy sing

Aclvance Australia Fair

When gallant Cook from Alhion sailed.
lo e wide ooans o'er

| rue:British coumee bore him on.

Til he tanded on our shore

Then Fere he raised Old England's flag.
Tz stancord GF the brave.

with all ler Favlts we love her stll.
Britnminh rulei: the witve.

In jovful strains let us sing

Advance Australis Fain

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross.
We'll toil with hearts and hands,

e make our youthful Commonwealth
Renownéd of all the lpnds;

Fiar logul sons beyond he Seas

We've houndless plains Lo share,

With courage let us all combine

Ty Advance Australia fair,

In joyTul strams let us sing

Advance Australia Fair.,

Should Forcien for o'er steht our coast,
Or dure a fool 1o Tand,

W'l rouse 1o nrms like slres of yore
T gudare] our ndtivie strantl;

Britannia then ahall surely Know,
Heyond wide oveans roll

Her sons in fair Austratia's land

Still keep 2 British soul,

In joyful strains [t us sing

Advance Austmlin Fair.,




Nauru - Australia’s mewest island prison

The Australian government's Septomber pessuaston of ~The world's smallest Republic™ 1o allew thie establishmoent of
it Avstrulian prisen for desperate dss lum seekers proyjdes the opportuaity for soeloser Tosk at this otharivise almaost
forgetten lump of Trigite bind siano in the Pagific,

With asteryline which could hiave been perdicl for Yes Mipeeter, the UL Gr s Niueuaes suddenly discoverad they
hud been volunteered 1o allow Australia, vne of their old colonkl masiers, w establisha prison facilite on their igland in
the sun.

Fry o strange twist there wats o mther new o Tusurious faellity (by Nauro stundards) on the island which had
ostensibly heen constructed for o world weightlifting champicnship which never eventusted. Locked up ever sinee. all it
needed was ncordon of mzor wing 1o be ready. Trpuble B po one sotually hothered 1o negotiore with the private ovyners,
which got up their neses.

Plan B wisswung inth activn with the Austmlian Army working “round the oloek we tuild-a prison camp in the
hurren, midisguile infested hinterdand before the arfivil of would-be immigrants on HMAS Manoora, The original plan had
Bt 1o digpeide them Trom New Guinea, but this had been thwarted by an Australian court order by Tustice Tony North
thut they be landed in Australla, Anappedl was lodgéd with the
Full Eour of the Fedoral Court, and pending the outcome . N
Manaara urrived off Nawru on |7 Seplember with the camp Sah o F e T,
incomplete. As well s the Tampa people. also on board was il g BN
wnother group plcked up from an Indonesian fishing boat Aceng s i Rt
on 7 September. The Foll Count reversed Justice North's g Nl Fi /]
decision on a imely 17 September by a voteof 2-1. \

Now Nowre is-pretry smafl by any standards, ehas anaren.
of ahout 21-3 ko™ ond o coastling of dhout 30 km in length. s i
The olficial populatisn density is therefore high, 325 persins 3 i
pet kmn® but in reality is much higher where people concentrate. | & Faos phate L&
I f999 the cthnidities comprised Nauruan 585, ather Pacific e Torm 1ma s
Islanders 267, Chipese 85 and Buropean 8%, Main religions: j_ = :’pbn .-'E'
are Catholic (335 and Protestant denominations (6606, The . e i
offictal fangunge s Nauruan, but English is the language of
trude find commerce, and the increasing prelerencee of vounger
brneritivms,

Phosphute royaliies have brought o degrée of ifluence 1o
islinders and high wrnsump.ﬂtm ol {mpnrl!::l “junk. food™ s “‘-"---v..r Ty e
wildespread, 1habeles, obedity and heart disense are commion, =
with & hewvy recourse to the Australinn medical syytem.
Watching Australian Rules footy on the single TV ¢hannel is reportedly & national ohsession

According to the World Wildlife Fund this oval-shaped outerop, located near the Equaior in the Central Pacific west of
Kiribat, is surmmunded by @ reel, exposed at low nde, There s no protecied karbour and pffshore moorings are reputedly
thir deepest Tn th warld.

Muore than & century Of phospltate mining lwas stripped four-filths of the land area; and has left the central placesu,
which msts w0 S6ai (21300, infertile and unpopuloted. Litle moré than b barren terrain of jagged coml pinnuctes which
stand 15m (4975 high. The Istund does have a lertile cowtal sidp 150-300M (492-98401) wide, where there are coconut
palms, pandanus trees and remnant indigenous handwoods such as the womano. Bananas, pineapples and sorme vegotables
are grown on the fand surrounding Busda Tagoon, Some secondary vegetation grows over corl pinnacles which
intersperse the istand's bepches, The island hos o significint shorage of Tresh water resources,

{"aptain John Fearn came neross Noeory in [ 798 en-route from New Zenland to Ching. He nampd it Pleasant lsland.
Suhsequently. the usual fortune-seckers, whalers, Mockbirders, toggers and buccaoeers visited the island aver the next half
century. Tnteoduction of Trearms and aleshol destroved any harmony between the 12 indigenous tribes living on the istand,
lénchinig to o bloody ten-year war. This and intrisduced disease reduced the populaticn by a third in little over 40 vears, and a
roueh cenius detenmined thit women outnumbered men by 305, By the T870s <o many guns had been obiidosd By
Niuruians that German trisders were asking their government for protection, Germany invaded in 1888 ind Nauni became

ingorporated into the German Marshall Islands until 1914, During this period, in 1899 a British prospecting company
determined That Mauru was nearly solid phosphitite - precioes aericoliuml and industrial commuodity. By armingement with
the CGermans, mmmf: of the phosphate commenced.

The outbreak of WW [ saw seizure of Nauru by Aostrmlin’s RAN. After the war, the island became a British-mandsiied
rerritory administered by Austrnlis, and exploittion of the phosphate continged. In December 19-4) German ruiders shelled
and «nk several Australion dnd Britsh vessels stieltering during 1 evelone. The Japanese invaded in 132 and depored
abbul hall the populaton, some 1200 people 1o Truk Island In the Carolioes 4s stave labour, About 500 of them perished,
and by 1946 when 737 wrvivors returned, they discovered the remuining population under the Jupanese hoad dwindled 1o

i




less thun 1000,

Followlng the war, Niurd remiiined under Austnilinn administration sy United

Mations Trust Territory. The Britsh Phodphate Commission offered to esetthe

inlinders, susgesting Curtis Island in Bass Strait. Not surprisingly, the Najroans

tmed dowtt the offer

By 1931, the Local tiovernment Coungil was estublished, granting o small
measure of sell determination to islanders, Nagm won full independeénce in
Janwary 1968, when Jtwas accorded speaial member status of the
Commonwelth, o 1970, Avseealin New Zealand and Britio handed over thoir
Jmint contol B the phasphate operitions 1o 'the Naury Phosphate Corporation.

Tn the early days of mining the company paid hulf o pemny per lon of
phasphate shipped 1o those Nauruans holding lund in mined areas. and the annual
amaunt shipped was geperully between ane half and two million ons, While the
rovalty did incrense, Niuru lodged o eliim against Australia in 1989 for
compensating for damasge caused belore independence. The Inteenational Court of
Justice at The Hague determined thae Australin bad Failed o Miflis "rost
obligation” and therefore owed Nauru approximarely AST2 miilion in land
rehahilitation demages for phosphate lands minedcont prior 1o independence

Austrulin and Nourusigned anou-of-courtsettlement in 1993 for 1S566
millicin; urid New Zealand and Britain eoch mgreed w0 contr bute nomimal-sums.
The Nauru Phosphite Rioyultics Trist Tnvests money from the sale of phospheare
ani) hns extensive Tnvestmentsin Austrilia. Hawali and other ¢oumries os
insurance for the day when the phosphaie 15 depledd. possibly T 2003,

Under Nasuru's Constitution, the Trust must pay a percantage of phosphute
movalties mto a fund o fnance rehabilitation of the ruined lindscape. The current
estimate is this will cost US$230 million over more than 20 vears.

Natirg will face encrmous fimaneind l'Godlties when the phosphite is
depliied, The Gevermment announced plans 1o rebabllitase the istand during the
1954 small Tslund Stues Conferenee on Sustainobie Develnpment. without
settling onn preferred methodl With their nation edging wwardy economic ruin.
the siivernment has been plagioed with instubility and accusations of pooe

MNational anthem of Nauwru

Nayrn bwlema, ngabeng ma qnve,
M dedaro bwe dogum, mo otata her
TN

Asin meago bviden okor, anita
Pisgraredug

Eprree fresatina i waee apee et iwsr

e e e yran epodamn eredu won

engidar, _
Mivan aema mgeliin ouge, Nawri ako
dogin!

Transiation:

Nuury our hoineland, the land we dearly
love,

We all pray for you and we also praise
Yol name.

Simce tong ago you bave been the home
of our preal forefuthers

And will be for generations yet 1o
come.

We all join in together snd gay;

Niuru for evenmore!

financind manngement, tnd since November 1995 the country hits had €ix fulers, with ¢hinges oftens brought shout by
voles of o confidence. Some of the lirge-scale losss weee recouped Tn 1996 whien the sovemment successiully sued its

ezl adly isors.

The President of Narw is head of stiute as well as head of government: curreatly represented by Mr Rene Harris,
Flection is from within g unicamerul parliament of 18 members, every three years. While all members are clecled from the
community by secrel batlot, kinship affiliations mther then specific issttes tend w play & strong rle Inwhom is selected
wistand. A Supreme and Family Court operate under the constitution, but appeals can be tzken 1o the High Court of

Ausiralia Paopl Wearer

(Weh sourees: World Wildife Fund, Lotely Planet. BBC, CIA Factbook, Ethnulogue:)

Dictionary updates

Resitevs
Detainees
rratialanid,

Asylumn seekers picked up in Australian walers and fot allowed o proceed wowards the mainland.
These penple are not pristoers, They are free to leave at any time, but not towards the Aussic

Detention centres Camps for concenimating rescuces and asylum seckers so that they mey Tully appreciate their situatin,

Not (v be canfused with prisons or concenirtion camps.
Reftipeds
Foort Fumbly Prese nickname [ ADF headguorters i Conbermd

Portsea historic building restoration

Potentinl terporists, especially i they wre of swarthy appearance.

The federal governmment has anntunced that $4million has been committed to restértion of o historical heritige
precinet at Portsen, Viewrds, 52 million will be placed m a trust aceount called "The Portsea Historical Restonstion Fund"
for the purpose of historieal restomtion. A working group ineluding Frierds of the Quaranting Statian, the Mepean
Historical Society, Mornington Peninsuts Couneil ond Heritage Victoria will develop a program of work. Apparently the
uther §2 millian will be spent by ADF for “the removal amd replacementof asbestos from the buildings,” and a0 upgrmde
of the fire alurm system. The Portsen site is of historical significance as an early quarantine sition, and'since the 1950',

tor the ADF s this home of the Officer Cadel School and the School of Health.




South Tomi fisher wrapped up

On 6 August, hondsome -H year olid Spanish tmwler

skipper Captain Monuel Segade Aviles pleaded guilty Ina WA i it [
Distrivn Cour o o hresches of the Australian Fishigries Act L ey -4
in fs guest [or the Patavoninn loothlsh which 10mks in the o
diepths f Ausualian sub- Antietic weeritordal witters. He and
his Togs reslstered tmwlers, Senth Tl were aenested when
boarded near South Africa by Austrfian soldiers and sailors
dfter nn exciting wo week pursrtul westwirdd in the S illern
Oncean. The hoat and its large crew of 13 were escorted 1o
Fremuntle in Muyv. At on other chorges was held there on,
17-18 September. A fine of AS136.000 wos imposed an 11
August, The eargo of fish na sold by wender for A%
million doflars under the condition that it was exported
OYVETEEEs.

NY Port Authority - owner of World Trade Centre

When terrorists slummed two pssenger alrliners into the World Trade Centre buildings on
September L this yeard one of the many arganisations effected was the New York Por
Autharity, which as well as being ane of the occupints, was also the owner. About 70 Porl
Autharity employees were among the more than 5,000 people murdered in the September
ttacks. Many of the organisation's 7,500 employees hat previoushy experienced a terrorist
nttack on the Centre in 1993, In the aftermath of that ficst event the Awthority developed o
“husiness resumption eontingency plan® which enatled it to emerge from the recent catastrophe
toeontinue its essential operations within a few dave. The orgarisation controls the region's
three airports, the bridges and wnnels across the Hodson River, the Part Authority: Biis
Termingl, the PATH lines and the muritime ports. After the 1993 attsek the diy-to-cuy
matrigpement dperdtions became decentrllsed and key computerised fnanclal receids were
nutomitically duplicated ina remote system. In Whe first six months of this vear the New Yark
Port Authority handled USSR billion In eargo, wwoording 1 the NY Times.

HMAS Sydney 11 - Navy fails with its Christmas Island exhuomation - official

PACC 343/01 Friday, September 07 2001 (Media relense)
HMAS SYDNEY SECRET TAKEN TO THE GRAVE

The identity of the unknowa sator alleged]y bursid In dn unmarked grave on Christims 1siind remaing § secrol
despite the steding efTorts of o Roval Australiah Navy expediticn (o exhume his remains for foremsic study and
riehurinl.

On November 19 194] Syidney wiis sunk with all hands off the Western Australian coustin an engasement with the
German auxiliary cruiser HSK Karmorn, The body of an unkaown ssilor, believed 1o have come from the ifl-fated
warship, was recovered from 2 lifemft ofl Christmas [skand the following Febroary. 1t was buried in the old
Furopean Cemetery and has remained subject to much specalation and controversy since.

Like many of the other mysteries surrounding the ship and her disappearance, the identity of the sailor appesrs fated
to remaim a mystery.  Despite the confidence of the two ex peditions that. on the basiz of wll available evidente they
hch Towmted thessite of the grave. an extensive and exbaustive, iwelvie-day seareh wai amable (o find any trice of the
sailor

The search was conducted nlong the guldelines of normal archeological digs. The first expedition clearsd the
cemeteny ol the overgrowing bush and, by a combination of contemporiry photogruphs and the assistance of former
isfand Manager, Mr Kevin Louney, were reasonably confident they had narmowed the possible site to an area of 3m
by i,

The secand expedition, comprising an archacologist/unthrpotogist and four forensic specinlists, intreased this dren
to 6m by 6m and divided this intea grd of nine 2m by 2m squares. Each of these squeres was dug 10 a dépth of
about pwo metres and Ground Penetriting Radar was atilised, which provided some indications of possible
anomualiesin the e

The excavations were condocted in lemperatures in the high 305 and high bumidity. The team was hampered by
rock and the heavy cliy substrata of the drca, as well as the 30-degree slope occasioned by slippage in the cemetery.
Waork was carried oul with hund tools and small bugkets fo ensure no possible remains were missed.



Despite the conditions the team expanded the search areq until they were in danger of encroaching inm other murked

oraves; which would have been in contravention of the exhwmalion arder.

Tri all, ovier 32 wopres of clay wils excavated, over an aren in exgess o some 30 square meters. Linfortunaiely, by the

end ol the alloted feded no remains were found

The team remains confidest ey were lonking Tn the right atel, bosed upon thelr limited infarmation. However,

thiere are two passible explimticns for the mizsing remalns. Firstly, while speculativee, it is possible that the hody

may hive moved further dewn the slope with the slipping wpsoil st 1010 hud béen buried in o shallow grave
Alterrutivels. it may have been exhumed and mived several years ago. A resident 1old the Team Leader, Lieuenant

{ ommandizr Charties, this 48 Tsus belone the escavatios ceased, By then it was o lale t eaplose this

possibility. A decision on any future excavations to Tind the body will be mude in duitt course

Australian defence statistics now af fingertips

Austrilian Defeice: Sanrees and Saristivs. compiled by Professor Joan Beaument of Deakin University was
lnunchid on 3 Seplember. Itis e of o series of books by mulimry historians 1o emphisise the roile of defence during
Austrulin®s history,

George W. Bush - a US President like no other, and a historian too

Ihe most poweriul man in the world, $3nd LS President George W Bush hns hecome noted for saying what he
thinks. In September he announced that the VS (in company with it allies, including Australiz) was embarking on a
protracted waragainst terrorism. So whe is this man who now holds so much sway over Australia? In order w
Distter urderstand the man and his dyslexie strusgles theee 15 2 remarkable website -
hittp: /s, pissitiveatheism.org/Mistiquotes/bush lim - Aceording 1o his White House OV the j
Commander in Chiel is 0 grdunte of Yale Utiversity, whisre he mujored in history, =1 think we agres, |
thie past bs over,” be onee said. Hie also halds o Mister’s degree In business administration {rom Horvard,

“f undlerstand smaoll business growth, Dwas one.™ A former metnber OF thi: Tesas AirNitional Guard, he I
dlso used to be a pilot of FIO2 afreraft in his younger davs. Laster, as Governbdr of Texas he suthiriséd

152 exectitions. For an anofficisl view into his early miliary e and other curious activities visitthe
wiebsite hitpswww, resl ghenge.org/bushichim

Flinders - coming out to & venue near you?

Wee've Bean down this pruth belure when a love leter from Mathew Flinders o George Hass came up for auction three
yenrs dgon At the time the letter wils knocked down thene wis 4 bit of coyness about the whom purchaser was, hut po
muatter. 1 s o the 3300 word leier 1eter hiis sinet béen aequired for $350.000 by The State Library of NSW. Yep,
dollitr a ward, and by sceounts, a bargain ol thit because 1t isa bit juicy, From the letier’s excerpls published in various
press articles, it is not difficult fo surmise that the navigator had o pretty strong passion for Bass, Bul was he 4 gy yourg
Blade in the homosesunl sense!

According toa feptone article in The Australian 21 191200116, 1 NSW library spukesperson says
oo, the type of love Flinders expressed is more akin to that expressed by soldiers for their commdes
itt the trenches of Gallipoli. (Some might say. “Oh yes, pull the other one mate.”™) Apparently
Rass's wife Flizabeth didnt think very much of Flinders” ersepy declarations o her hubly. She had
anturlly enough dpened the letier while her hushand was away on the other side of the world, and
penned her negative views on thie onvelape pending his return. He didn’t fetorn, Tnstead going dewn
with the good ship Venus, (The fizurchead was o ..}

Anyway, the controversy will be sure w attract many visitors 1o an outstanding exhibltion
featuring the letter and some |00 other intriguing original objects and papers Tm]».l.d 10 young
Matt. Afarehew Fiinders: The ultimate vovage, runs 4t the NSW State Librany from- | October  We were just-zood mates
20010 10 13 Januury 2002 Entry is free. (Libraries seem to be much bettér an this thin
museims. ) The display will eventuslly go ona national tour. There is o preity good website at
Brepe/Awws_sinsw. gov awiexhibiflindess! which has more details. and links 10 some downloadable education matenal from
the libraey. Anolher feature artivle appeared in The Weekend Auseraling 22092001, And yer another one @ week oriwa
alter thal, cos you see, The Apsiralian 1§ one of the sporisors.

Naval review serubbed

The | | Seplember terronist attncks om the VS immediately put all Ausstraltan milites, naval and air bases on amber
alert in case they oo were targets. This included the Old Artiflery Barmcks in Fremunte, which bave yel to/be handed over
1 WA, No publie'vehicles can now purk in the grounds. Similarty, the local youth cricke! team af East Fremantle was
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bunned from using the ground at the old |eeuwin Barmeks for fear of a googley. On 20 September Adminl Barre
anovunced (hat the the RAN'S Centenary of Federatdon Naval Review, scheduled for Saturday 6 Ogrober had been cancelled,
as was the coinciding visiow Austealia by the Queen of Australin

UWA aims for annusl Frank Broeze memorial lecture

e University of Westorn Australia has established a memonal fund (n bonowr of Dutcl
nitiomul, the late Professar Frink Broede ( 1945-2001). Prolessor Broese tavehit at the university s
Depurtment of History fro 1970 and was o foonding member of the AANH. Individuals and
orgunisations are invited W contribuiie any tmount o the fond, which will be invelted o suppor in
the first instinee on annual Prefessor Fraonk Brovze Memorial Lecture. Choguns can he posted 1o
Office of Development, The University of Western Australin, 33 Stirfing Highway, Crawley,
Western Australin. 6009, Further information on the Mund and othermethods of payment can be
obtiined from Chers| Mariner, Phe +61 (08) 9380 1688; Emall: chervlmariner@uwaicdnan

Manus Island - Australin’s newest island prison

Possibly no asyfum secker detained on equarcial Manos [stand will appreciote that December 12 marks the contemary
il the birth of American anthropologist Margaret Mesd, The focus of controversy after Her death in 1975, Mead. along
with her seeand hushund Reo Fortunie (vep that wak his nome) visited the ishand in 1929 (o study indigenous child
disveloprient The result was b BOoK called Grosing up fn New Guines, Subsequent]y she was recogiistd osthe s
inthropologist o exdmine human Jevelopment in o cross-cultanl perspective. Mead spoke out on a wide variety of
Issues, and insisted that humun diversity is o boneficial resounce. not @ handicap.. She maintained that all peoples have the
cipacity to leamn from, and to teach each other. Therefore there s a degree of momy that one of the'island peoples whom s
imEpired her shimld now have Peen perstided by the Austrlion government (o allow e estblishment in their midst a
detention centre for allens apprehended en-route 10 the lucky coumntry '

Muanus 15 in @eroup of abon S0 small vileanic islands in the Admimalty Group of the Bismark Archipelago, off the
north=enst end of Mew Guinea. Archreological dates exiend beyond 200000 years, but huropean discovery 15 atiribueed 1o
Phtehmun Willem Schouten in 1616, The istand became part of German New Guines in 1883 and then 10 Australia under
a Ledgue of mions mandate In 1920, Australia had controlled the islund daring WW 1 dad operated o redio station at
Loréngnu on the ¢astern end.  Following the armistice Manus becamis o desirable eoloniul destination Austmlinn
bdministiators and their wives During WW2 it was occupled by the Jupanese [rom 1942, but was then reclaimed by
American and Australion forces, Attimes the large allied base saw as many as 600 ships awaiting attention ol one form or
another, A munitions ship 1SS Mowne Hood exploded there Tn Novemmber 194 The surmounding waters of Manus are
still littered with the wreckuge of wther ships and aiveraft, In 1950 the Australian Cherseas Telecommunications

“nmmisson (OTC) opened VZO, o mdio relay transmitter staffed by the RAN, 1 1952 Australia tried and hanged war
criminal 1.4, Gen. Nishimura on the istand after spinting Him from Hong Kong where the Brtish had adopted s softer ling
on his atrocities and were intent on repatriating him w the increasing comfort of Japan.

Today the istand 15 part-of Manos provinee and under the junisdiction of New Guinea. Lowengay rémains the main
setlemient. The geemsomy ol the 33,000 strong populaton of Manusiahs 1€ largelv dependent on coeta, copr. siago und
fish, with incregsing pressure being imposed on the timbers of the infand min forests, Plenty of mozzies, but a beautiful
Mitaus Island tee suall Papuing pulvherpima ts navological species partienlariy al risk.

[ seems unlikely thist Margaret Mead would have apprived the establishment of the detention centre. In the face of so
much glohal hostilits oy, we can alford W be he reminded of fer lesrmed philosophy: “Never doubt that a small sroup
of theughtful, committed eitizens can change the world” Next destmation for the Oz hurenucrats - Tuval. PW,
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Asylum seekers’ letter got ashore despite the odds

The following leter was writlen by refugees ah balind MV Tampe lnte August and smugoléd past SAS troops
It was submittéd as evidence inn subsequent Federal Court cuse on their behall, but in the end falled towin the duy:

To the Australinn government, humun rights organisations and Austealian lodies and geatlemen,

We hope you pocept regards and wirm feelings of the miscrable and oppiessed Afghan refugees lurning
around Christmas istand jn the middle of sca. while having no shetter, clothes to change after ten days and even
tonfet and tathroams:

Respected Australian govermment and gentlemen and ladies! Youknow well about the long time war and
its tragidic [sic] human conseguences. and you know about the genacide and massagies gaing on in our country
il thousands of men, wornen and children were pitin public grieveyards fsic ], and we hope you understand that
keeping In view sl aforementionid reasons we have nowiy bt toom out of our dear homelund and to secka
peaceful asylum. And dni] now s mapy miserable refugees have beer seeking dsylum in'so many countries. In
this regards hefare this Australio has taken some réal apprecintinble [sic] initiattves and has given asylum o a
high number of refugeds from dur miserable people. That s why we dre whole-henttedly and sincerely thankful
0 o

Wi hope vou do not lorget that we are also from the same miserahle and oppressed refugees and now
wrming around 0'hmstmes istand inside Australian houndaries waiting "permit’ o inter |sic| your country. But
your deliy while we are in the worst conditions has hurt our feelings. We do not know why we have not been
regarded as refupee und deprived from rights or refugees according to intermational convention

(19511, We reguest lrom Ausiralion suthorities and pecple, 2 first oot to deprive us from the right that afl
refugees enjay in your country. And in the case of rejecticn due wonot having amywhere 1 live o the earth and
every moment death is threatening us. We request vou to have merey for the life of [438]) men, women and
children.

Yours shiwgraly,
Adphan refugecs.
Now of [ the coast of Christmas Island, 382001

Te——
1™ . ;
b UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONE UNIES
NEW YORE
T —— = ammewrn
-
S AT TRESS = _ 29 leomary 195

HYy

I =3 Streriod 3y Go Soocreiary-pesarl T Ssfa Jog Shet the
faltoving Dieten drponibod, on i dates iodtested, iy {estremsnts
af ratifientise or ascagiisn 4o the Commmtion relstisg 45 (he Bistes
ol Nafepred, Bove ol Deneks au 2 Jaly MiMl, s sccordes=n with
Arttele 35 0f e Coowdntdne

Tz b Dogandes 193
By 23 menl 1053
« Delglim = July s
Lensauetg o -
Fetegud Begsbliiq of Mecwny 1 Pucawbes 1053
Aurtmalin 0 Jeme=ry 1394

in asspesienge wish bi= grovisicts of fim Arufels A3, e Ooeeeaiics
WALl come $mto fores en 00 Aped] LGS, flms fa i0 sy, TER tw stmetists
dey folloeey whe £ny of dbpoati =f L= zlcth texirowol #f melifisaties
o soosnniva®.

e ettt Sriffestion in balle Lh McrS— = = i pzwt.}“
irtisle G -gf the Cossmat ina.

Adiih ) S

UN Retuges Convention, ratitied by Australia 22 January 1854
The Canvention came into fares an 22 Apdl 1954



Gruelling Duyfken voyage inspires meditation

Well as | sit here on the deck with the computer in my lap. the historical Duteh fort of Galle, Sri Lanka is silhouetied
by the settingsun: The navy have just seroff a series of explosives in the Harbour and ane novw drageing o wire net aorss
the entrance. Well things tell me we are going to have nsafe night an wharf warch. Arriving in Galle yesterday motning
migrked the end o o 35 doy long sailing leg Mrom Jakarta. In two days time were againsetting (o sea for o planned -0 day
leg 1o Mauritiis, A few dave aio when we'wete dpproaching 569 Lanka approaching I wrote down some thoughts which 1
huve called Eguararial Rain:

On deck, the sounds of limp canvas beating agalnst the mast, bredk the silende of the tropical morning The baght
stiarry sky that, not so long ago covered the entire hemisphere has now hecome inviuded and, although the moon is s1ill
helow. the monsoonal clind thit lurks sermss our walery world is cleardy identifioble. s dark grey. puify outline fames
its hlack eentre, darker than the monnless nlght,

Sooflen now do we face such long periods of doldroms that the only wind we et is with the mine These di WL
have become, Toa point, predicubleand 1 find myself beginning to enjoy them. The warm wafting breese wms cool and
Bieging to lack as the frst sharp pust reaches our canvas, A gust that pulls the sails to the extent that her sheets allow and
{orms them into deiwing curves. The natural foree that diives ourship |s anee sgoin giving us headway.

The “on walch™ casunlly sitting amound the deek, inguisitisely find thelr feet and gather by the weather ruif o view the
shtuation, *Yep, this ones zonng get ud wel" In the darkness 10 weather, the distant phiter of large monsoonal mindrops
flisttening the seas surfice progiesies Wwards us, A sound so clear and distinet in the dorkpess that | swear | can sie the
line corming.

After o moment or two of histed shuffline we are all once again mustered 1o the weather mil, kitled out in our min
coats. | find myself dressed in ® long Drizabone riding cour. Overit, o Stormy Seas infliatable life jacket and EPIRB,
(‘omments are passed on (he unusuatness of such 2 combination of garments. Something sou'd only getaway with
wearing on e b ship in the dark | suppose.

1'm happy now however, The rain falls-henvily now and Umestill doe. With the rain comes the wind and with the
wind and Duvflen wastes no ime in gaining great momentum, The helmsman siands dry in the cabin, steering with case.
It seems the best place o e at this monient. 1 find mysell standing up forwiard near the break of the focsle head, peoring
down at the hull, The gurgling eloming white spimes refroct from the bow aid Mash past my fix, uo-effected by the rins
deypesate eflons (o fatten them.

The sounds of the ridn, pouring OF the foat of the alrepdy water-logzed mainsail romind me of the winters min at
home, Talling down the drainpipes and splashing into the putddies below, The fresh water lapping against my bare feel is
much, softer than seq water. 1t.1s both cool and rei'rﬁ_h'rng.
With every small roll the fresh rein rops into the decl’s
pesmeter amd wastes ilself into the Indian Oeean

1 hizgin oy wonder where such Houid 18 so mare; so
neisessary dnd s sparingly avoilible onbeand it seems s
approprintely [Grumtie that Sgeh large volimes aré gifled upon
us, angd vel so bl Tling that whol swe 20t [rom (he ok 15 treated
Hke it's the last on earth, and yet the same stuff s let to drain
over the side and destrov its purity by mixing with salL

Much effort 75 made o catch what witer we can. Water
sheds {rom the poopdeck and plummets ) the maindeck.
Although the water from: the deck is not really (it for drinkiog
we cateh it it buckets w save for clothes washmg. The desire
I_"“" strip aff and soip up in the witerfulls is extinguished by the Tiny brave ship an the goait fmdinn Ocein
Fiiet thist wie mind be éaught with our pants down i the Tiekle ' ' Bhars P.Weives
weather comditions. Not 1o mention that there is probably a
mire appropriste ime 1o have o wash than in the miny dorkness at 2:30am.

Duevfien strides along tn the following e positively progressing despite the fuct thar she kpows the fresh rain that
falls upon her decks is necessary for her crew s survival but over lime can robhier rig and timbers,

Cur redd, wreen and white light seetors lnminate the decesasing number of mindrops that pass through Lheir bedn, and
hiestori long the rin has all but given way foaswirling mist. To weather appears a light biue bund, mistakably faing at
[irst but brightens ke a dawn, Throwgh the dissipating eloud, stars begin 10 shine, The cpol brogre turms (o warm tind
thie alls sre eased Lrdm thelr giraing,  Diegfeen alides Baek in her [olling pace.

The “in wateh”™ sheu their evnls shd retice to thelt resting poses. Oecasionally @ stry droplet falls from the ngging
and plummets into the top of my head, trickling down my neck. 1t iriggers o short unforgetinble moment. A
simultaneous concentration of senses. The smell ol fresh airs, The ool briscse an my sweaty affns, Where befare Toomed
the blickness, the whole universe is in sight, interrupted only by the stars. A deep yellow mooh tises and reminds me of
the hewuty of living in the great outdoors and the shower ol min now seems a distant experience. Greg O'Byrne
(2001 )




Courageous Commander sends $pin-doctors into a spin

Senior consultant pevchiatrist Commander Duncan Wallace RANR from HMAS Arpnra dropped an unprecedented
bucke! on the Hownard government s interdiction policy wwiwrds asylam seekers when ientical letter-was published in
muin Australinn newspapers on 7 Novermber, Fvion Australia’s arpuably mest parschisl newspaper, The West Atestralian,
which has had o conspicuous habit of favouring rcinlist thetoric in its “leuers™ papes manoged to lind some space.
Commuander Walloce miy puy a heavy price lor breaking roks, but got bucklng from varlous Quarters, including from
farmer navy chiel, retired Adminl Michael Hudson. Another former chief tald ABC Radio on 911 that the govermment
bt muzzded defence forves over whint was huppening with usylum seekers and was deliberalely keeping the public in the
durk. “Under the current rules the services genermily are completely muzzled und treated miher in the way the German
papulation was treated by Dr Gocbbels in Workd War 1L.™ This censorship reportedly his extended 1o ANU academics,
Conld evil betriumphing while good men say nothing?

1 have récently completed o period of navy reserve service as a medical officer in the Australion Defence
Foree Operntlons (o detir suspected illegal immipranes arcund Christmas Island and Ashmore Reel and Tmust
speak oul The actions agafnst hoar people are morally wivong and despicable.

I puricipated in the boarding of vessels and the attempled removal and forced removil of suspected illegal
immigrants. These actlons re imeffectve in deterring hoal people from coming to Australii and merely serve
o harnss, frighten and demoralise people who are alredy weak, vulnerable und desperle.

Nt only are these actions physically dangerous tio members of the ADE, butitis my experl opinion asa
senior consultant psyehintrist o the Royal Australian Navy that they are Hkely to be farmlul (o the
psyehologienl health and moral devetopment of all members involved, Nearly everyone [ apoke 10 who was
invalved in these operations knew that sehal they were doing was wrong.

The Australian Delence Force will nlways perform with skill and professionalism, but it should not be
nsked o perform these reprehensible duties. The millions of dallars spenal on these operations would be better
spent bn caring fior the bout people.

Huow we deal with the himt people is the greatest moril question that has faced Australin ina generdlion.
The hurd-hearted who speak loudly shout the need for stem deterrents 10 salve this problem have not soen the
faces of the hrat people in their miserable conditions and imploring us for help, We should show compassion
end tolemnee for the mylum seebers. Dr Donean Wallace.

Howard government reelected

WHi7 - Hash - harig, the Howisrd government found itsell reclected on 10 November when some 12 millicn voters
went to the palls. Yep that's 4l there is i one of the lirgest countrids Tn the world. Twenty four hours after the polls
cloged the still Minister for Tmmigration Mr Ruddock saiid the sovernment's policy of sending asvlum seekers 1o Pacific
Island destinations would not change,

Prior 1o the election the Howard erew attracted some strong erticism (rom faiily experionced people:

fun McPhee, former Liberal minister suld, “Well my renction to the Liberal Party applauding Philip Ruddock was one
ol tuprror”

From former [iberal PM Mateolm Fraser, “ never thought | would{ive to see the day when Australin woubd urm its
bitek dn people Meeing persecution and terror-.. I we do not reestablish the absolute need to treat all people with decency
and respect as wie ourselves wolld wish to be treated. then we will foce harshand divisive years as we move through this
cemtury,”™™®

Anethier former Libeml powerbroker John Hewson, “To un Asiin, our folution i the Tampa' regks of moism. ki
Furthier feeds a suspicion that s610 persists in Asia thut we bave niver abandoded the White Austealia Policy.”

P Keting. former Labor PNE “This (Howand) Government. in puarsuit of electoral gain, will play fast and Joose
with the country’s conventions and | helleve, with its moral substanee. 1wl (righten people in election campalgns when
its suils: 1t will play to the country's dorkest fears, ™

Neville Wrann, former NSW Premier: “S0, by all means, let's hove o fair dinkun debiate, but dom't let's hive it on the
feITR e 1

John Mensndue, former Immigration Department head: “F've been very disturhed with the way, during the election
campuign, all those durk underciitrents of ragisnt and religions Inolerance seem to have heen brought to the surface again..
our prowd record s being besmirched by the political oppartunisnt bn relugees.... Unfortunately. wie seem w have a
Jeadership i Australin that appeals to ourworst instinets of being frightencd of forsigners and looking alter our intenests
aned punishing wnd demesming and demonising extremely vulnerable people™ (* Transeript, ABC 730 Repire T/1172001]

Final Collins sub launched

HNAS Rasnlin, the fnul vérsion ol the Colling submatines was in the water in South Australiz on 7 November.
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Anzus Treaty, global terrorism and Australia

“The shocking terrorist anacks with four hijacked aireralt on the U in September this veur brought a rapid refocus on
Austrilian oblicutions to Amirica embodied i the ANZLUS Treaty., A Duy alter the atacks, the Frime Mimsler whi was
in Washington., said Austrlin would, via the ANZUS reaty join Ameriea in retatistory millary action agaimst those found
responsible, This wis confirmed by o Cabinet meeting on 14 September upon his return to Austrafia. A simitlar response
was confirmed eardier in the week by NATO atlics under thear treaty with Americn. These responses cami in reaction 10
President George W, Bush’s resalve to take reprisals agalnst terrorisis and any countries supporting them. Contimey 1ok
witdespread bediel mm the popular media and seemingly in Austmllan political circles, Mr Bush'™s announcemisnl was ot
original. An almost dentical philosaphy under the Clinton adminisimtion (helow) waus publishied by the US Stane
Depurtment in & Consular Information sheet abou Afghanistan and the Bin Laden sroup on |5 December 2000,
Subsequent muil atincks with anthmps spores on the 15 and other countries have reinforeed the allied resolve for prolonged
afTirmative action:

The Thepariment of State wams ULS. citizens against travel to Afghanistan. We continue 1o recenve threats {rom
terrorists, including Usama bin Laden: who is based in Afghanistan, that do not distinguish between American
government and civilian targets. U8 citizens who are in Afghanistan or considering travelling there should be
mware that the VLS, Governmei! reserves the right o rétaliate agoinst the facifities of thase whi harbor termorists,
ns well o the terrorists themsetves

Presiident Clinten signed an Executive Orvder imspusing (isdancial and commercial sanctions azainst the Toliban in
Afphanistan, a fucton that currently exerdises de facto contrb] ever much of the country, for their sappuirt bf

| 'simt bin Ladin and his termoes) nelwork, On Decemiber 7, 2000, the United States and Risshi ntroducied  niewy
sanctions resolution aesiust the Talthan for their refusal to comply with earlier {1999) United Nations Security
Counci] Resolution 1267, demanding that Taliban wuthorities tom indicted ermrist Uisama bin Laden over lo g
country where he can be brought io justice, The Taliban have criticised this action and have threatened to elevese
1IN nun-humsnitatian offices: The increased tensions grested by the Taliban reactions to proposed new sanctions
increases the risk of violence apainst TLS. citizens i Afghanistan,

In addition, freguent militaey opetations continue in various regions of Afghanismn, sometimes involving intense
fighting. Americans rematin vilnemble o politicilly and eriminally motivated suacks and violence, including
tubhery . detentipn and physical and/or mental arassment. The estimated 3-7 million landmines scattered
thioughout the countryside pose o danger to all residents apd vishoes o Afshanistan.

I'he ANZLIS Treaty was signed [illy yeurs ago in San Francisoo | Seplember 1951 Bétween Australio. New Zealand
and the 1inited States of America, although it did not come into forde untt 29th April, 1952, The full text can be found al
L website hitp:fuvsvvsepolities.comiforeigaancustansis- rreany sl The justification fuor Australia joining with
America in resetion W the Seprember lerronst attacks lies within Articles IV and V:

IV Ench Party fecognizes tht an grmed sk in the Pacific Area onany of the Parties would be dangerous foits
own peaee and safety and deelares that it would et o meet the commion danget in accordance with lis
enmstitutiomal progesses.
Any such urmed attsck and all measures twken as a result thereol shall be immediately reporied o the Securily
Council of the United Nations, Such measures shall be lerminated when the Security Council his lnken the
measures necessary 10 restore pnd maintadn intermational pesce and security. '

-
V For the purposi of Aricle TV, an armed astack on any of the Partios is deemed 10 indlude an armed atlaek on the
metropoalitan tetrittry of any of the Parties. or on the island lerritories under its Jurisdiction in the Pacific or on its
nrmid forees, public Vessids or gireralt in the Padific.

Japanese warships on active service in Indian Ocean

Two destroyers, Karare and Kirfyaone and supply ship, Homau 1ok up station in
the northern Indian Ocean duting mid-Neverber ino show of indirect support of the Bush
initittives against Alghanistan. The purportisd role will be intelligence gathering and
surveillance. A similar sectnd squadmn swis expeeted o Join the frst by the end of the
month, The issue is one of great sensitivity in Jupin where overseas combal roles are
forbidden. In fight of this, factions in the evdlition government prevented dispateh o zny
of Tts sophisticated Aepis destroyers. In 199] Japan embarked on its first overseas military
adventure since WW2 by sending iwo minesweepers to the Persian Gulf.

Japrancse naval cnsign



A bit of history on Australian sealing

Ciptain James Cook st encountered seals In southern New Zealand whien bad visibility caused him o wail owside
the entmride Lo Duiky Sound on 28 March 1773, befire enterine 1 the next doy. He sed his'erew siw ded Killed many
mates seils during the subsequent wieeks spent exploring the ared, o that Cook may thetefoie be regardied ok having
inavgwiated the Austrafinn sealing indistny. Fur sénls, sed lidns and southérn elephnnt seals were heavily expluited during
the first 40 1o 30 yeurs of Ausimllan eolonisation. Senling gangs satled far anid wide in the Southwest Pacific Ocean,
Must were hased in either Sydney or Hiohart and their sealing grounds - the precise localities of which were closely guarded
scorets - ranged from the southern cotst of Australia, sround New Zealand and its near and distant lslonds, and islands in the
Subantarctic.

While ndefinitive history of Australio’s early sealing industry has not been written, there are many historical accounts
which eontain details of the: nature and quantities of seal products cirried to and Troas cargoes. Two speeies of Tur seals,
tite New Zealand Furseal. Arcroecephalus forstert. and the Austratian Turseal, Arcrevephalus susillios doriferus, were
Huited primarily e thisie lustrows pelis. However. there is still some doubt about the identity of the fur seal honted ut
Macguarie lsdand. Two species of sea lions, the New Zealard sea llon, Phocurcres hankeri, and Australion sea lon,
Neaphoca clnerea were Sought for oll, and their less valuahle skins. Some ofl mey diso hive been oblaitied from [ue
seals, The southern elephant seal, Mirounga feonina, produtced viluable off which adconding (o Steven, “burned with o
bright pure fame without smell or smoke.™ A large breeding colony of elephant seals inhabited Macguurie land in the
sub-Antarclic was exploied for alimoest L0 years. There was also minah smatler coliny on King Island at the westemn
end of Bass Strait which was exploited during the firss two decades of the nineleenth century

The first recorded cargo of Tur seul skins came from Dusky Sound in 179293, and the last in Victoria a2y a resultof a
deltbemte cull in 1948549, Over LA million skins were shipped from Australian, New Zealand snd atljscent sub Antarctic
furseal eolonies. This must be regarded s a minimal figure. notwithstanding the fact that the "lay" system was in place
Wy et s an incentive w eatch as oy senls as possible; there was waste and loss, so the otl harvest could well have
Ivilved one mad o bl mellion aoinmals:

Muoregver, o number of authors suspéel, 1 they ore ot oetaally eomyineel, that sealing ook place In Western
Ansstrulln and Bags Steait before any harvests were fecorded, Thiss an unknown numiber of far seilemay hivie bieen Killed
and thair skins shipped diretly to markets in Fngland snd Ching before the commencement of colonial sealing out of
Australian ports, The extent of the slaughter imd thiz speed of thie demise of the (ue seal stocks are amply demonstrated by

the harvestfigures st out in the whle below,
Estimated exploitation of seal populations

Rigion Byl % v L0 S Horal fesrarion
Western Avstalin 5,541 fid T.254 33 48 By IH2D & 1843
Kangaroo [gland . 34673 05 04671 RE] G691 By 1834
Bass Strail 235 988 99 210913 4 242,654
M Leatand 329,730 e LAR. 900 g8  * A5721
Bounty Islands 3928 08 §a 448 By 1829
Aucklund Ielunids  35,70() F3 A0.050 g 42 307 By I838
Anfipodes [ehmds - 383,029 100 832857 By 10800
Campbell Infand 21304 T 21,733 T2 30,283 Bv 1835
Macy el leband [96,7T93 99 199 264 100 1989344 By 1837
Totils 360,178 96 958582 UR 1418264

The nine arbitrarily designated sealing areas s between 72 and 100 per cent ol Lhelr entire harvest taken by or well

hefore 1840, The Antipodes Tslands hunt for fur seals lnsied only sis years, gpan from a few hundred skins obtained in
1425, Mure thun s quarker of o million skins were shipped from the Antipades in [R06 alone.  They were indeed the
“sealing islands”. Highty per cent of the Mucquarie Tsland harvest had been taken in the first three yedrs since the island's
discovery i I§1,

Fur seal populations on hoth sides of the Trsman are increasing slowly from the very low levels renched by the middle
uf the nineteenth century. The original numbers.in each aren muy hive been about equal to the numbers Killed, but therne i
o way o ever kaowing procisely what they were.

At an avertoe price of 15 shillings o skin on the Lofdon murket. the total fur seal skin harvest would have been worth
overa million pounds sterling or theee million Adstrlian dollars al woday's exchange mle. Whetr one looks ol wiges and
cants today, the value of the seal skin industry in today's terms Could have been elose (o hall’a billion dallars,

Only about 6000 New Zealsand sind 4000 "Austratinn sea lon skins are recordéd o Fav ing heen shipped during the
sealing ems, Many more sealjons my e been Killed for their oil, along sith that of fur seuls, but cargoes were listed
simply as “send 0il", so could not he differentinted as to species or quantity. Lacking a fine underiur, sea lion pelts were
much Jess valuable than those of fur seals: Populations of both species of sea lions today are still very small,

A extimutied 8380 (uns of southern clophunt seal ol were shipped from Magquarie [sland between |8 10 qnd 1919,
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Thie tvo most productive perods were 181010 LB19 when 5353 tims,
ar 66 per cent of (he (ot were produced und 189010 1919 which
vielded 2100 1uns, or 25 per cent. This second suizeessiul phmse was
probahly mide possible by somewhat ol o recovery ol the seal
populstion following its eartier decimation. Al least 1080 wns of
elephunt seal oil, which was clently identified in cargoes, wire produced
at King lsland between |802and |819; 95 percent of this guantity wis
vibiaingd bBetween 1802 and 1809, and almost 75 per cent was shipped
duting the fitst thrée vears. The original population ma) hive numbered §
hetween 10,000 and 17.000, butat King Istand today elephunt seals are
extinet and only strisgelers Grear in' Bass Strali

The earhy sealing fndustey wis of very greal value o the infant
soilomy ol New Soth Wiles, Seal shing and ol were among the
colomy's first exports with which 1 buy essential frewtls aned eguipiment,
The inchustry itself provided employment for many hundreds of men at seaand on sealing grounds, as well s at home pans
in huilding and repaining ships, chandlaring and vicumlling,

Infortumately, the legacy of the coloninl sealing indusiry hias beén extinetion in'some regions, and in athers, siill

severely depleted populations refative 1o the sbundance mare than two centuries wgo. John K. Ling

Furilier resdimis Hndell, MA angt Buanon, HER PORRE Tl listory of thie elephont ool fndustey at Mooguone [wland wavd an
estimute of pro-sealing numbeni. Papers gad Procedings af the Raval Society of Tasmanin 122:1539-176

Linm. JE. [ 1999), Elephant seal ol curaies from huing Island, Bass Strull, 1R 1R 19! with estimates of numbers killied and shee
of the ongmel population, Pageres and Procevdings of the Rovel Saclory of Tasmanin 133:31-36.

Ling. LK. (1999), Exploftion ol {br sesls anal sei ons from Auktratian, New Zenfnnd and adjocent subantarciic ilands duting
the eighteenth, ninetisenth and twemticth centuries. Ajescrafion Znelayise 31323330

Ling, K. 2002 Impaict of the colonial sealing fndustey on sedl stocks in the Austratusian and admcent subunturetic regimm.
Augrrattan Mumralogy (80 press),

Catalina arrives in Australia

A Camlina Flying Bowt (PBY ) wits ofThsuded from LSS Eepretiick n Dirwin carly
Septembiér for transport 10 Perth Tor display iny purpose-huilt musedm at Crawley on
Ui Swan River, neir where they were based during W2 The LS Noavy représediitive
in Western Atstralia pssisted the Chtlinag Foundation o get the disassembled alrernft :
shipped from Howkins, Texsds. 3 L

“The Cataling design was fisst registered at the US Patent O)ifice July 31, 1954, - VR
Butent No., 92912 in the name of Macladdon. Catalinas were slow and viilnemble in - BN - “
davlight, but at nightthey were deadly, Muny an enemy ship fell vicum tothe "Black
Cat” The PRY Cutuling has saved thoasands of lves, 4 record anmatched taw any wher
sireraft. For more informtion on the Catafing Foundition, thelr wghsiti is
[N R ww, phyeat.orgmainp.htm
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Bargain yachts in WA - be quick

If you ame this sart af persan swho likes the bist of everything then why not buy a weekend cruising yaehl from
Oceanfast Shipyard in Cockburn Sound WA, Shown in the pictunes on the next page is a nice Iiithe gtinkbont called
Segwira, being shipped t Fumpe an the argo shilp Toureoirg on 24 July: Secrecy over the 113 of the owrier at the thme
was such that the press feverishly speealatiad it was i Greek squillioniire. Diare we claim aseoop now by revealing the
iwner s the Sultan of Brunei, At 57 metres Saggita is the lirges) private vessel built by the company so (ar, and has cost
the buviérs abant about AS40 million doftars. 1118 the secoml version, the first being humt in an acctdental Tire last yearas
it peared completion, something which ohliged the company 1o sturt huilding again from sernteh. Wilh six hip cabins
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with en-suiles, a gymrand a liuge lounge, the ewners con
eomforably entertiin 12 guests. Thirteen crew are on standby 1o
cater for every whim, Top speed bs 23 knots. bul o more |eisurely
17 knots enables a range of 3,000 nautical miles,

With Sogzifa safehy delivered. the WA shipwrights have hid
o time to relax, and are aow buss on simila wy Tor fameous
Australian polfer and “Cireat White Shark”, Greg Norman. Hivis ) B W e
Runoir 1s he is having an on-hoand puiting preenand drving
ninge Included s he dois ot get sty atsen. The hoat will also carry o
reported 200 Tishing rods and huyve two decompression chambers (or deep sea diving. The: 1 1,000 metres of enk decking
solve the problem of those dimid trées in 4 rainforest “rongh.™ Ceeanfast are fast gaiming o repuigtion as the best luxury
wlutninium boat hulldess in the world, Austal, the parént company next door doesa thriving tade in supplying huge
whimimitm car ferries W the northern hemisphere.

Now here is an exclusivie scoop which no one is supposid 10 know. You might think the hebds (oile pedestals) on
hoth luxury hoats sre gold plated - right? Wiong! Reliable infirmition is that they are actually solid gold. Six o this
sultan’sand three for the shark’s. The seats on the Jatter are hand-ceafted miahogany, Have also heard o sl story that both
engines on Saggia were cookid, (Wil after the European delivery and through no fuultuf the Builders.) The copling-water
cicks hid been closed. Musi have been an emotional day for someone. Australinn murine engineers [lew aver (o Hstall
v new englnes Ol well, it's only mones.

Sapgita - nsulon’s new oy

Duyfken book has exciting photography

Just in time Tor Christmis comes o sumpleously dllustraed beok
from the University of Westiern Auvstralin Press, 7o build a ship: The VOU
replica ship Puyfren compiled by Australian photographer Robert
Garvey, The comptiation of brilliently ¢lear photographis covers the
project from the vessel's eorly stoges of eppstruction in Fremuntle,
through the lannching and sea trinfs, thenee on its ady entures 1o troubled
Indanesia price s the recent reenagtment of the 1606 voyage T Cape
Yiark, Abstrolio

Accompanying the photographs (s wselection of shor essays from
peaple Who have tind strong assbeintions with the ship over time.
Included are five (rom lsading hand Greg €' Byme, whom also has i
contribution elseswhere in this AAMH newsletter. Grég pulls no punches
abiout some of the low points of sailing 4 fifteenth cantury replica over
long distances, and & reader could be left with the impresshon that
Dy, Tor all itsoatward glamour is in reality deserving s deseription
o 1 pretly uncomlonable “sea pig"in anything other that optimum
eondilions. Being in the crew is undoubtstly a soul shaping experience.

From other contributors come deseriptions of Togistics and design
stimuli, plus many detailed photographs of same of the speciulised
construction processes which will be o jnterest (0 ship lovers and
prospechiyve builders of woodes ships.

The Dievfken suga is by no means over. As this newslellor wis ,
going to press. the “litlle dove of peace” was making its way westward A-poifectidny in Inflhooss
sicross the Indian Ocgan, en-route for Holland and points-in between, Undoubtedly there
will be many more-harrowing moments in store Tor the intrepid crew as they endeayour 1o persuade their charge © deliver
them salely to gch and every destinution, . _

Tor hasild i ship vl Jarge format 240 x 280mm book of 108 pages. It contains. |60 enlour photographs.  The soft
cover edition is $20.95 urid hard cover 51995 Available now from booksellers nationwide. PW.

NB. Other authors might care (o note that the ouislanding print job was by Scatl Print in Perth. They dow bolel
hooks and their et effon 15 os ugual, world class.

Victorian ex-submariners score $500,000 grant

N Brendun Nelson MP, Parliamentary: Secretary o the Minister for Defence, announced early October thot the last
decommissioned Oberon cliss subimnrine HMAS Orama would he displayed ina Nuval Memorial Park at Hustings in
Victarin The Western Port Oheron Assoeiation which was the only bidder for the:submarine will pay $30,000. Howsever,
the govermmenl is providing it with o Centeanry of Fedirmion Grant of 500,000 b assist with 1owing Gramg from
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HMAS Sterfing in WA and getting it ashore for display. The Association anticipates the projeet will eieate significim
employment (<4 jobs aceording 1o Mr Nelson) and business opporturities in the Hastings wrelt, In addition 1o increasing
tourism on the Momington Peninsule. Qe is a North Queenstond Aboriginil word for dolphin, Arainety metres
ing. RAN Ciherons had a-rwige of 9,000 mautical miles afd 4 submeérged speed of 17 knots, They carrled abour 63 crew.

Asylum seekers - keeping their feet wet

The Tampa stind-off and subsequent establishment of Club Nauru by media conscious pollies Ruddock, Reith, and
Huoward may have been ingpined by Communder Michael Tossato of the US € mastgoand. ‘He was interviewsd by Perth’s
Lism Rartlell o week belore the Tamps episode hit the fan, and he deseribed in subsiantial detail how the USA reagts to
umvanted bo-penple. - He said the sim was to “keep their fest wet™ by not aliowing them 1o land on an US soil where
ey could elatm ssylum. To facilitate this, US offshore temitories did not carey the same sort of immigration stalis us
mainlind USA. The audin of the twenty minute interview |s essential listening for any historiusn contemplating sGme $ort
of paper on Austrolian immigration and refugees. I is svailable st b fwww abe el awlieal/perthiadio/s 351384 ktm

The Tempeaexercise generited substantinl excilement in the Adstrididn and Murvegiun modia and undoubtedly fielled
the fires of mcism and xenophobiu. The |1 Seplember terrbrist alacks in the US triggered (urther attoeks on tslamic
Australions and their faclTities, ' _

The Tampu people and othiers were eventually delivered to Naum, but diserharkation was substimtiallv delayed
betaisie of on-bowrd prolests and disguier by the Narman sovernment. Ultimately all asylum seekers were “persunded” by a
heavy contingent of Australlan officials (0 come astiore. but the Australian
government wis unhuppy with media serating ’

On Sunday 7 October Immigrmtion Minister Ruddock magde much of & new
report that another geoup of asylum seekers had thrown themselves and children
overboard from another Indonesian vessel trving to resch Christmias Tildnd whin
it was intercepied by HMAS Aidelaide. The disclosure wis gsed ns propaganddi
that they wens not deserving of any sympathy is refugess, Ultimately the
Indonesian vessel ook watier and the ssylum seckers were transfermed to sy,
Aside from the abvious atlempl to restrict information that might have been the -
end of the mutter exeepl that o 10 October came the news tha HMAS S an _ -
Adelafde had lired four 2un-shots and & burst from an automatic Wespon 1o halt e = ==
the spproach af the sylum seekers, Understandahly this put a new spin on Mr Keping theirToel wet
Rudtfock™s earfier version ol events. An ablegation that those who had gone overbonrd
fastt hewn terrified out of their wits was dismissed. A elaim was made that the two ineldents wese hobgs apart. Avidéotape
of the entire interception exisied and allegediy proved this. but Defenve Minister Refth said it would nol be released,
Sefecied portions of the ape showing people in the witer appeared on TV nitws progrims, but the fuces were blanked ouL
In'marked contrast, oTicial pholographis ke the one on the right reliased 1o the print medis showed their faces. Clearly 2
voung wonian from the RAN had gone into the water to assist in reseut and recovery of Ihose wearing the new lifejackets.
One could be forgiven for thinking 1 does not lopk like the hostile situation which has been portrayed. 1t wopld be
Hteresting (o see what the tape shows. Hepefully itwill not eventually bectme “lnst” or acoidentally recorded over,

Anyway, by this time Nawru was chockers and thus came the pews that the Australian government had begun an
urgent attempt (o perstide PNG to allow the establishmen) of detention camps near Port Moreshy. Then came the news
thiil Munus Island was to be used. Fiji also signatled interest provided there was a lucrative incentive. The Australian
offshore initiative was starting w spread ke a cancer throush the Pacifie,

The Australian povernment’s wetics have bean strongly criticised by the Unitied Natlones® High Commission for
Refugees {LTINHOUR) drd The Awsgralivn newspaper's Foteign editor Greg Sheridan sarcastically commented on
L1/10/2001: 13: '

Tir'minel the shoeking millwey threat of unoeened eivilion velgees, ey of shem women s childrens, the Howard
povernment senta puidied missile destroyier, by A Irigates, o supply ship, a transport ship, aod snkpoan number
ol patrol bouts: Tour O3 Odon marilime S0rveillande aireruft and o detuGhiment of Special Alr Service saldiers,

T the wear ngainst erorism we hibve ramised two Do aiidraft, 150 SAS troliper., un Anme frignte, possibly o
naval eommand ship and two 30 vearold Bolng T0T tite-air refuelling nireralt,

By the end of Octobey matters had started 1o go well tnd truly pear-shaped for the navy's PR, Mr Refth was still
refusing w relesse thee videotpe, and i a damning (ront page article on 31 Octber The Australian revenled Ut thie mavy
b begun censoring its sailors” emabls fo case they wete sending out unauthorised information or persomal photogrphs:
involving asylum seckers, Emalls woulkd be randomly searched for sensilive information hy “system administraiors.”
Furthermore, ship commuanders had hesn ondered 1o block all email treffic from the time any boatload of asvium seckers
wass first sighted. This would remain in (hree until otherwise instrucred by superiors, On 7 November Commarider
Wallace's newspaper letter hit the fan, {see page 8) and coinelding with It wiis o report that olher navy oflicirs have been
making not- to-he-atributed comments along the lines of “whatever vou hear, the asylim seckers did not throw thelr
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children everbeard™ (A, 7/ 10021 Within 24 hours the whole matter bad exploded In the foce Of the navy dod the
government trio Howard, Redth and Ruddich &5 suspicion of a significant public deception emerged. A portion uf video
tape was released to the media and fiited 10 show any evidente of people throwing children into the water. What it did
show was aoverleaded vessel roiling heavily with far o mamy peaple on board. On the ool were a fewn Inifivliuaty
prevariously trying o maintain their halanee a5 the hoat heeled, On each roll as the hull s_:idy: rome above the surface, water
guihied frm between the planks, giving evidence thal the'boal fisd taken o lot of water. A couple of ndividunls jumped
[rom the roof Tat the water on the fur side os if they were making for something. A mavy inflatahie was apparently ¢lose
i bt out of sieht of the comer. Thie individuals who jumped guickly sppeared hehind the bost. There could have heena
strong gurrent. The prapeller was making wwish, but the boat did rot gppear 1o be miuking any heartbway. The video
presented w the public hind been edited

In a § November press interviow al HMAS Stirling. Vice- Admital Shnckelwin sald the niwy had never silid prople
were throwing children overboarl Later inthe day he did » backflip ln an unconvinging perfortnance saying that video
footage existed which olearly showed that ssylum seekers wene threatening (o throw teir children overboanl. He hlamed
“Defence” for any ingcournte inferpretations. 1t seemed obvious some pressune had been applied wnd he appeared 1o be
Noundering. A medin siotement wus urgently ematled out by Shackleton saying, “An AAP repan (Iad0 81101}
attributed o me, following eday's farewelt of HMAS Adelaide and HMAS Nammbia in Western Austrili, congeming
unalthorlsed bogt armivals is inaccurate. My comments inno way coniradict the Minister. | confirm the Mimister was
fiilvised that Defenve belioved children b bisen thrown overboard.” Confused recipients were left wondering if “Defence”
mesit navy, or samething else.

Meanwhile the Prime Minliter was desperately Lrving o divert blame from himself for the incorrect information ahout
the asylum seckers that weeks hefore he had 50 enthusinstically psed 1o prop up his political sgenda. He said he fele
insulted at a suggestinn he hid put pressure on Shackelton, but interesingly he Tailed o exclude his stafl on the Buestion.
That night the PM did an interview with SBS, then because of changing dynamics later contaeted them with o request o
redoit, To the delight of viewers, SBS broadeast both interviews. I the second he blamed a report from the ASIO
offilimted National Office of Assessments (INOA) By the fallowing morning he had announced that he was gaing (o
release the entire report to the public. Believe it when you see it

On % November. the eve of the election the PM had embraced an overnight tmgedy on Ashmore Reef 1o divent public
dttention from the previous dav's highly dumaging expose. A bout carrying asylum seekers had caught fine and suiik.
apparently with twis drownings. Howwrd was adamant that the fire had been set deliberntely. on the basis.of another repurt
From NOAL An iUpeution wes e tiat it wisuld be rolessed 1o the public.

The 7.30 Renort an the evenlng of 9 November revealed thit soan after the ordging etcounter the Caplain of HMAS
Adelaide tnd welephoned the head of the Navy Viee Admiral Shackelton st i socisl function, The news was pparently
circulitett and wok on & Chinese-whisper ahanieterisiic with allzgations and suspicions lansmuting as facts,

However, far more disturbing was am allegation in The Austratian (9/1 175 ) that when rescued peonple wert
eventuatly on hourd HMAS Adelaide some were sepasated and subjected o unacceptable trestment by navy personnel,
I'he allegations were that e group of male reseuses were mnde o stand for @ long period facing 4 part of the ship structure
tutid were pieriodieally prodded to stop them falling asteep. The same prisoners, oops, deainees were allegedly swmented by
hoving drinking water withbeld, @nd then having it thrown st them. Comploints abwut the atleged brotality were made by
Chistmias Islanders emploved to carny out nakeshifl repairs w Indonesian vessels carrying asylum seckers so they can be
forced huck out 1o sea by the navy, This workers lear reprisals for speaking out and maimnin anony ity throwgh their
unii.

With the tavy s PR imige ina shambles (e dation went o the polls 10 November; and Mr Howard was reclected.
Noticeahle theotigh ull this shumozale was the apparently imarous silence of the Chief'of the Defence Force Admiral
Rarric. Instead. the soldier’s soldier and Army chiefl 1| Genemd Cosgrove became their champion witha Canberra speech
an 14 Novernber, He said he couldn’t bemore proud in Lhe way they wene doing their dury. That whatever private views
ohe might devielop: thoy sheald not interfere in the performanee of that duty. which was to earry out the will of the
aivernment uf the day. and therefore the will of the Australian peoples.  Panl Weaver

Sinking tragedy overwhelms hundreds of would-be Australians - 1873

The Nortlgfieet was o fine ship af 940 wns, and had been charlered by Messss, Clark and Punchard, contractors [ the
Trsmunian line railway, to convey 350 labourers, with a few women and children, w Hobiart Town. The viessel ws in
command of Coptain Knowles, anid left East India Docks on the 17th Jindary |873, the emtire number of seuls an hoard,
incluifing Lhe crew, being about J00: thit cargo is stisted 1 huve been not more than 450 tons, Thesingie male passengers
seem (o have been a very distepamble set, “They were,™ said Mr. Jackson, n eye-witness of the scene, “Irigh cockneys of
the very workt [ype — rough, uncultivaiéd Bluckgurds — the very scum of the Easi-end of London. Their langonge from the
time we loft the dock wiss fearful. The married couples, on the contracy, were respectable, hard-working people —
agriculturnl laboirers and their wivies, who appeared 1o-be thoroughly disgusted the conduct of the ruflians around them,
The railway hands were 1o receive 3560, aday: but Lam sure:many of the men on board eould never earm hidf of that —
hared work to thieriy wisa tiovelty.” The recent storms had made the sea very rough; and the exptuin sccordingly deemed it
advisable to anchor off Dungeness, whout iwo mites from shore. The night wits dark and "dirty.” hut about ten a'clock all
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hadd been made safe and eomfarables miost
af this passensers hiud tumed in, and the
deek was in chirge of the usual wateh.
Just 08 ke bells were swriking half-pest
teh, the look-ou observed a large
steamer. punward bound, bearing down
upon them. “She appeared (o be going ot
full speed, and the Trntic shouts of the
watch, who called upon her te alter
course, rowsed Captain Knowles, who
wits on the slter-deck, o moment beftee
thie yteimer cume broadside to the
Norfleet, striking her almost amidships.
making o ¢ledn brepch in hir imbers
teneath the water-line, and actuslly
crushing the massive tmbers Trversing
Uiie i deck ™ Uitterly scoming any
atempt 1 atone (or the terrible wrong
which the carclessness al her crow had
acensioned, by rendering provmyit
assistance to the Vortlfleel, the steamet
¢leared 1he ship, and in o few moments
wats il ot sight

The soene on deck buflled
description. Some of the entigrants were
quite stupeffed, and sat pwailing their fale = : -
with the stofcism of despair, But down Narthfleot
helow all were tushing about, and stomping. and ' Callection P Weavit
shouting. and shrieking: some working awuy at
the purmps, others tigging at the fouts that hiane in the davits, others rushing madly up and down the gangways and about
the decks fooking for wife and ehildren, o sumething they could carry off with them of their luggage, Capiain Knowles
hiehaved with that herolsm which naval traditions hive held up for imitntion and the natore of his post reguired. He ordered
rockets tn be sent ap, und other signals of distress (0 e mnde, and o the meantime directed the bosts o be laumched,
giving imperitive rders that the safety of the wonten and children should Lirst be sceured, “Keep back IF you are men.” he
roared, “und [et the women piss,” BuL men ornol thiey ared, we are told, for muhing or nobeddy in the panic, but still
pressed forward, thretening 1o swamp thee bt and drown themselves into the bargain, “By G, Tl shoot the nest man
Uil steps in the Biat,"” eried the captain: and he was as good as tis word, bringing down, by ashol [ry thie thigh, a man,
who rione the less kept his seanin the bout. This guieted them a hit, and the boat gol clear mwiy - the captain™sbride in
hier. ;

No aempt was made 10 send md o the 1o the divressed vessel, Thiost on biiand thie ships nearat hand appear © have
thowght that the Nortlhfleer was only stznatling for a pilot: the crsh, the cries, and the rockets wiere ot suffigient 1
sroise the sleepy Puteh suitor who svas thie anly wisteh on the eek of the Austrulinn clipper Coreri, not 300 yards RIES
The commander of this vesse) said afierwards that. had this man glven warning. he believed that all the passengers and erew
ol the Nerrhfleer might huve been saved. Meanwhile the doomed ship was sinking fast; the waler came runming wlong the
deck. and u shriek arose fram the women; some made for the Agging, other jumped on a pile of boats, and then, about hulf
an hour after she lid been struck, the Norehffieer wieimt down. with her eaptain at his post, meeting the noblest death o man
cun meet. Some 200 people were Sirugaling and gasping for life in the wader, At length help came. The steam-tug The
ity of Eandon. laving percelved the signals bf distress, put ot for the spot, and succeeded in rescuing nearly the whole of
the tecupdnts of the boat, including Mrs. Knowles and several of the passengers and crew. She remained eriising sbout
11 next moming: plcking up those whao could get clear of the wreck, her efforte being ably secondéd hy the Kingston
fueger, May. and the pilot-cuttet The Fricess. who saved ten mot from the rigging, which, oft aecodnt of the shallony
depth of the water, had ndl been submerged, Eighty-five persuns in all were preserved: bul advecates of the theory that
RBritish pluck 152 thing of the past might have found sad confirmation for their urguments in the [t that there were
arong them only thrée women and two children,

i doubt could he cast upon Eaglish coumge, there could Hie none ahiout English charity. A subscription Tor the
sufférers wiis ol onee opened at the Mansion House, the Oueen (Vietorin) being one ol the first to respond 1o the eall, It
rortiinid Lo discover the author of the disaster, who had so cowardly fled from the mischiel he had crented Amtention Wik
attracted, and dpparently from condlusive resots, (o e Spanish steamer Muiriflo, which arrived i Cadiz from Arrsterdam
with signs of Tresh paint and regent indentations. She was, Bowever, qequitted. afteran offivial inquiry in a Sprmish coun
But the evi] name attached to the ship was not to he dispased ol eisily: ufter afutile gitempt tosell her, and & preposternis
proposal o settle matlers with the owners of the Merehileet by 4 round sum of money, the prssessars of the profitless
treasure were compelled in tespertion o sond the vessel into English witer. with an entirely new crew. where she was
seized by orders of our government eventunlly sold

From Casiell's Mlusirated History of England (0. 1885) v. 18 pp. 042 (Eils collection.)
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Sinking tragedy overwhelms hundreds of would-be Australians - 2001

In-mtidd Cretoher an ndonesian vessel en-route for Christmas Island sink in Tndonesian terrtorial walees with the loss of
about 356 asyium seskers from various middie-castern countries. Over e ensuing o davs some 44 survisors were
picked up by Indonesian fishing boats ond taken hack o Indonesia. Some of thess had close rebatives in Australis whom
fuch eartter ciaims for asylum recognised and hied been zmanted Australion Proteetion Visas. A regional representative of the
Tnited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees wold the Ausinlian press that many of the surviyors appeared to have
borw-tide clalms far relupee Stolis.

Angstrilinn politiciuns paused brielly in theiveleclionedring w iy and setsee 1 few points against ehch other over the
trmgedy. Opposition Leader Mr Beasley said govermment pLJ]l-..\ had failed in deterring such people. An outraged Prime
Minister Mr Howard said this was, "Wrong, wrong, wrong.™ Immigration Minister Mr Ruddock blamed Labour [or failling
i the Senate o bk lr.gl'-ﬂurlnn intended muke it mure difficult for peaple 1o Seck reflugee stutus,

Pukistan leader, General Musharrl commented on 23 Octobier thas Australia’s Intake of refugees wis puny in commparison
with whit his econvmicidly puor coutrs hid to conterd with. At least 2.5 mitlion people have Ped into Pakistan this
wyear, und this was increasing dadly with the unhindered tiy and nizht hambing attacks by the US and Rrittin on

el ghhouring Afehamistn,

i In the 24 Oewber Mr Ruddock said he was considering allowing the previous week's sunfivors into Australla as a
hirmanitarion gesture. Later that afternoon ABC news repiried that the survivors were clajming thel Indonesian police in
company with an armei people smuggler had foreed then on un overoaded boat ol sunpaint. and that some gsylum seekers:
bl atse bedn Bewten 1o make them boerd. The allegation was infinlly denied. buta few days laver coms the uncamfirmed
pews That some senior Indonesian offiginls had been armestéd.

A bl dewed detninees whowere reloted to the vietmi were (old by Australinn authorities they woulld ned be allowed
to resume their protected status if they briefly visited Indonesia to fulfil greving obligations with surviving spouses ind
famify members,

By early Novemnber the Indonesians had detained un Feyptian national suspected of belng the organiser of the ill-feted
vovage. Australian attempts o extradite him became stafled hecause Australia was being uncooperitive with Indonesiun
‘attempts to-extrudite from Australiaan Indonesian nationsl sccused of embezzling the equivalent of AS5343 million through
the [ndonesiin Cenwa!l Bank (A0S 1H2001:3), Onothesame page was another report saying thit the BAN was hegoming
siznificantly demornlised beemese ol its ongoing role in dealiog with asvlum seckers:

Kursk wreck salvaged

October this vesr saw the estrondinary recovery of the Russian nuclear attack submurine Kurgh amd its transfer o a
divadock at Roshyakovo by Duteh salvors. Aslde from the human remains, 22 cruise migsiles were unloaded, apparently
intact: The human tragedy has tended w0 musk the dedly intent of this hoee weapons' platform. The nose section was |eft
on the ocean floor at the insistence of the Russians, Apperently it contuing seeret weapanry whicl they are keen 1o
exclude from wostern eyes:

A dendiy sea-sliiz = Keestbatore the simking Thesalvaeed wreck of Kursk high and dry at Roslyakovg

HMAS Pertlr and Brisbane - dive wrecks

On 17 Augost the féderm] gov ernment announced it wis gifting HMAS Brishane o Queenstand. The Queensiand
goyvernment is foeen 1o sink it ASP s a dive wieek, The destioyer put in 34 yéars of service with the RAN.
1he former HMAS Pertle was seultled s s dive wisek by aonorth Amesicitn expert ol Albany (WAL on 24 NOvember.
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Submarines on puoblic display around the world
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Sombre farewells as RAN sails off to new war

HMAS Syelney |V hou heenscheduled W panticipate in the November dedication
of the Garaldios memorial W the men Toshon iz WW2 riamesakie, it everything
changed following the New York atiacks o Seplember |1 Prime Minister Howird
committed the nation o asstst Amerlc [n an fndelinite “War against temorisnt,” On
3| Octvber shour-tiretiee Defence Minister Peter Reith Visited the ship just before
it departed for the Middle-Fast from Darwin wharf. A similar ceremony including
the Defence Minister and the Governor' Genesal took phikee under ight secuiity ot
HMAS Stirlingon 8 April w0 farewell HMAS' Kanimbla tnd Adelaide un i
possible six month deployment to the new war Simultaneously. the ADF
sreanised ceumenicnl church serviees across the nation to provide sn opportonity for '
other personne! and families 1o ¢ome ogether and pray for each other: As the newstetter HMAS Sydnav 1y
wierit to press late November biore than 1,000 RAN personmel weris SeTving overseas on
active service. According to the Prime Minister, the first 30 SAS soldiers quietly departed from Perth by air for the
Afghan war on Wednesday 22 November, Tmages of them celebrating US Thanksgiving Day with Amiérican troops in
Kuwait were transmitted around the world by Reuters the following day.

History of Australian Meteorology on the web

Meteomlpey and maritime ehdeaviurs Kave gone hand in hand since. since, well sinee o very long time.
huep:f/sow w.atstehe, unimel boedu,an/fam/Tam himl i< a Centennry of Federmtion publication about the emergence of
Australizn metenmology s & selence, and the formution of the Buresu of Metearalogy from 1908,

Dangerous waters provides a lesson - but who is listening?

SBS sereenid wdoco ealled Dangerous Warers on 6 Nosember. It dealt with the vexing situztion of how traditional
[ndanesian fishers are being arested and imprisoned in Western Australian jails for thelr excursions into Austrlian
territiarial waters More han 150 cases in recent years. The program revenied these men gel disproportionate sentences and
are rltinely subjected Lo diseriminatory treatment by WA prison authorities. The heavy fines which are usually imposed
tend 10 balanee out oy moaeys edmed over the diration of the sentenice hinded out, so thal the men are eventually released
with nothine. A procedure known in the legal trade ds gamishing. The higger the fine the longer this senlence. Conlrary
tor populist media ¢lnims, they are not allowed (ree ls,_.u] mid avapy Hine. Thiere s of course nosupport for the familles and
the result for them is often catastrophic. On relurn 1o Indonesia, the fishermen fnd themselves indentured for life to the
awners of the fishing bouts destroved by Australisn authorities. The only chance they see of refieving such huge debis is
iy iurn o people-smuggling,

HMAS Sydney - wreck location seminar

Wilh the assistance the Westesn Austealion Maritime Museum the RAN through its Directar of History, D David
Stevens sponsored a seminar ar Fremantle on 16 November in un attempt to establish the maost likely location of the
wrecks of HMAS Sydney and HSK Kermoran. The Initiafive was o result of a recommiendation by o 1999 Juint
Purlfamentury Inguity into the circumstances of the sinking
af Syaney, which attmcted the moest public mput for any in
Austratian parlismentary history, The 2000 seminar
Toeussed on the reports of “workshops™ chiired by persons
selected by the navy for their expertises Cral Record
Workshop - Glenys McDonald; Archival Record Workshop
Wes Ullson; Oceanographic Workshop = John By Technical
Workshop - Jeremy Green and Peter Henlex, Taput to these
way sulicited through advertising anid by word of mouth,
Round coples of the reports weere provided 10 cach person at
the seminar, a5 wis o copy of @ new publication by the RAN
Seapower Centre, HMAS Svdney N2 The criiser and the
controversy inthe archives.af the United Kingdom, (Bd. Peter Pursnns attending the nova’s Hremantle seminke
Hore), Sersimas proceedings are 1o be transeribed and seni 1o BN IR Wewac
atttpdesy. Some submissions armved w00 fate Tor inclosion i the reports.

Cilenys MeDanuld's réport wis dieveloped from somed0 interviews with former residents of the Por Gregony ancd
north of Geraldior, On the eve of the battle i dumber of civiliars saw Dashes and heard guanery seaward (perhaps as much
as S0 NN 1o the northwest, and in subscguent diys they reparted various ftems wiashed ashire. The ol recond sussested
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o offieind stempt e silenie Clvilings by Infmidition b also wkin lace.
Importantly. the approximntied bearing culculnted from the multiple ohservarions
strongly sugaested that o mijor naval event had oceurred at ses mech further south
than previously suppoked. The recommendation was that this area be included ina
spurch.

The archival unalysis was overseen by Wes Olson, who eoncluded thi aside
lrom a few innequricies, information provided by Kormeran survivors was
essentially decunte, ond that based upon pssessmem of this and other archivid
evitlence, that a search be centred on position 23° 5878 1107 56K

Juhn Bye's reportconsidered oeeanogriphic factors and proposed that s two week
magnetameter search be focussid around three positions: Thi inshore ares in the viciniy
of 28°5 114°E: und the deep ocean areas around 20° § | 13%E and 27°8 (119

Theteehnicnl reports were divided Into tvo sections, deep and shullow water. Deep water searching 15 wechnicully
posssible with state-of-the-art methods, but very expensive. With & commercial diyy mte of $65,000 this could run w three
1o Fowr million dallars. '

The “shallow™ water wehnology 15 fur more attractive and by example some oulstanding ploneer work js being done In
conjunction with the Fremantle Maritime Museum ona “ship’s grivevard” bevimd Rottnest Istand where o lurpe quintin
af US lend-lesse equipment was dumped after WW2. Provided there wis ressonahle Tnnncil backing [rom the
government, the shallow water methods could produce results In water o8 deep a5 400 metres, One thousund kifometres
sqquare could be searched over 13 duys at o cest of $89.500, Disturhingly, it appears that even in these modem imes the
RAN sl Incks the equipment and expertise 1o uniiéniake o sudcessul search Tor s own

Questions were allowed for 30 minutes after the delivery of each repart and following the technieal delivery an elderly
Mr Warren Whittaker askiéd why |hé Knight-Whittaker detection system (KDLSY and associnted claims had not been mken
seriously, “Were those who had epdorsed the svstem Les?™ he ananly demanded to koow, I'he simiple response was thal
requests for o scieatifically verifiable explanation on how KDLS actuaily worked had not been mel.

The reputation of the Knight-Whittaher black-hon device seems 10 have been developed upon unsubstantisted
endirsements by a surprising nunther of mastly elderly people with an interest insulving the mystery. However, close
independent scrutiny of the purporedly revolutionury technelogy, which would seem w defy the laws af pHysies, het been
steadfantly denied. The duo claimed in n handoutar the seminar that Kosiioran s Inthe vicinity of 28"38°S 113°22°E
and Svdmey at 297585 112948

I'he closing address was by Professor Peter Dennis from the Delénce Forte Academy in Canberr. He was the suthor
af the 1999 Juint Partismentary Committee’s fing reparet, and will prepre i follow up repor on the 16 November
sermimar. He suid that o colleagine’s deseription of ol histon as “the dribthlings of old men™ was too strong a term, hut
that he did have misgivings about it valjdity, clearls however, pepple in the Port Gregory area heand and saw something.
He said that the luck of common agreement about the likely position for the wrecks might indicate that what would be an
expengive search al s stage would be prematine, The tacit messrge spemed o bethat no further Invalvement from the
vy uod the gosvernment could be expected, ndeed, during the day wnavy spokesman lusd takien pairs o indicite that
while the RAN wits extremely interesied in the Syduey sagr. und s serving persdnnel appriciated the ongaing concem by
the: public. it should be remembered that the navy 's core role was {lohting,

This came as no surpriseo John Doohin of the Ead Secrecy on Svidney group.
Prior {o the semimor Mr Duolan tald the AAMHB newsletter editor that he 6]t the
seminar would be 4 vehicle for the ravy o divest itself of [urther responsibility I
regand to HMAS Svenev 11 He hos also long held i belief that researchirs were too
reliant on German seeounls, My Doshan sald it was clesr 1 bim from the extant
recurds thil Gierman prisoners had set aut to deceive Australinn interrosators, Even
today uny former sailor who munifestly set out 1o contradis! Commander Detmers”
strutegy of subtle deception risked hecoming u pariah. He acknowledged that, like
any POWs, they hod a doty 1o o so, but said many modemn researchers and
particulary the nayy fud naively failed to recopnise this His cluim had some
reinforcement in g report from Germumy published [t WA on lhe eve of the seminar
(WA 130 IV2001:7). Gern survivors who hod been orginising a 6th anniversary
cammemorntion of the Battle in Germany were recently Interviewed by Berdin hised
Joumalist Graham Anderson. He said their sccounts certainly differed from those of
1041 Jogehim Gretar stimed the possum when he reportedly said of the enduring
A LL'GImj_iJII interest i the suhject. “Australions are jus) had losers.”™ Mr Girelor
attracted yliention Ina 1992 TV documentiry when he confirmed for the fist time
thit HSK Kormeran hat used o rearward angled torpedo tobe dgninst HMAS Svaitey, Fritz Engetmann ol Framanile
Another mon, Fritz Engelmann (79) confirmed that o numbes of suedvors had Fabricated Fhota: . Weglee
their accounts provided 1y interrogators, He alsi cluimed some statements were obitalned
ik dimess

HMAS .":‘,wfn:_v I




Sparting @ pres ponyiail these days, Mr Engefmann visited Western THEREIT S0 A cap) THRSIAY feevERale, 3o Sy

Australio in November o pay his respects st memoiinl services = om _
commemorgting the batile, and wiended the Fremantle seminae where hie met RAN JOI ns
anmd endeavoured to console relatives of Svduey men, Asa |9 year old, Mr
Engelimnnn claimed duning his recent visil he wos o member of the Numbey

o erew on thie pon bew, His 1934 Australian tntesrogation recond reads; Germans

Engelmanm Frite No 18

13l ool Mideklenbiira at Wiiren { Murite), = =
Cledinary: Sénmit. “aZI s e
WiIlh thirge o Fonr ot carnd oul refkrs i

fonTeed belosy dunme setiomn, I,.a}':ﬂ.rrm!{ktn where F T
Im * = 7

Telephone told them e abpndon ship - all the telephone opparmtug wis mazl b S & PR
working Tl the emd it dot-Sydncy mom . F i "'*1'1

i iy Cunrnin fmar
Eﬂﬂhﬂ HAnrnmea

Afterthe boitle hecpme sshore ut Ked Bluff and wis intermed. He ﬁ}']{!n'[ Sl s e
much of his:post-war lifeas a resident of East Germany. Mr Engelnann is the 'J‘:ﬁ%}}%
unly Garmai resident known 1o hove made hisway 1o Avstralia for especially :'Eﬁﬂ“"‘. a: bl 0tk
the 60th anniversary of thee batte, but on 20 November came the nstonishing |25 ﬁ%ﬁ"ﬁ
revelmtion in The West Aussralian (p29 sie right) thut the RAN had i Fem e T il = |
representation in Germuny 1o lay wreaths at Germany s noval war mrroril ot gfﬂé_’ﬂéﬁm% %ﬁ?‘ﬁfﬁ
Laboe near Kiel. 1aboe is apparently the only place In Germany where the s —
Nazi flag is lowlully parmitted o bang as a historical antifact. The source of the embarmssing newspaper stoey (right)
sppedrs muinly (o have been a three page description of the recent accision by a pavy olficer on o posting to Germany. 1t
was then selectively reciroulined From Canberrd.

The RAN also laid o wreath at Kiel in 1990, This wits kept quiet until it was reponed in the December 1999 fssue of

the AAMH Newsleiter. T'W,

L]

HMAS Sydney - Geraldton turns out for dedication of memorial

Ui Satirday 17 November thotsunds of people came
From all over Australli bo Geraldion CWA) Fir the dedication
of the memorial 1) the 645 men loston HMAS Svdney 1l
in 14941, This vear marks the 6ULL winiversany of the tettle
and the imeongrent disengagement of Svdaey. (19-20
Mowgmbier)

The concep for this memonal was first reporied in our
September 1999 issue of the Quirterly Newsleter, Stusted
ok MU Seotl, which overlooks thie theiving coustal iy, the
memmeinl has an etednal flane in'the Bubol a ship's
propeller. The flame was transported By lamp from the
Perth Wur memorial. Abpve I8 a nine metre donie or
ctipola standing on seven plilars, exch one epresenting an
Australian state. The dome 18 constructed from 645
interiinked stainless sieel elements in the shape of 4

wonan in 1940s elothing. holding her hotin the breeze and *®
seroehing seaward for osign of the missing ship. On'a wall of remembrance of polished black-granite sinbs ure the names
and shiphoard postings of all the lost men, 98 well s laser-etehed photographs of the ship, The memonal was designed by
Western Australian sculplors Jéan Walsh-Smith angd Charlies Smith. [thad been planned For HMAS Swdney IV 10 makea
visit w the port coineiiden) with the dedication and o perdorm @ sepanile sunset wreall-cisting dervice ul sen, but the
declarition of war againgt terrorism 3 lew weeks earlier suddenty sov the ship posted to the Middle Fast.

A shoreside service was organised tnd b5 the sup went down thie seagulld swooped inng i on cue. Many people, with
tears in their eves, momentarily believed they saw the silhouette of a warship agatnst the glare.

A navy hand trsvelled 10 Geraldion with Chief of the Defence Foree Adminl Barrie for the proceedings. On the
Suiturduy night the musos plaved Glen Miller ara 19405 sivle dance. Many of the lacals bad litthe trouble in finding
“Suitahle clithing in their wardrobes,

Mot all the bills for the memordal hove bean paid vet. There s an ongoing opportunity forthe public w help by
ordering a commemorative stlver gull mounted upon a polished hlack-granite base frm the memorial s websile
Bt w w, himissy dney com.au



Carnarvon dedicates memorial avenue to HMAS Syvdney men

On Saturkay the bustling coustal town of Curngrvon Reld a morning commemonalive service to dedicate an svenue 60
645 trees planted in honour of the crew jost on HMAS Svaeeen 1. Fach Irée hus pliaque for one of the men. During the
service Dy Mike MeCarhy, Curitor for HMAS Sydnery ot the Fremante Maritime Museum, delivered i historees! reading
ahit the butthe. A time-capsule containing material related o the 1040 tragedy wis sealed by representatives of Carnarvon
schaol students. The oceasion ilso marked the apening:of a unique photogmphic representution which has been
aceamulated oy ér the paet vear from archival and private collections around the mation, Muny of the phetographs have not
been seen in public previouslv. and it ts hoped the eshibiton will eventually goon todr, Fremantle bused HMAS
Sydney historian Wed Olson who helped compife
the exhibition-said that it sppears that putiing o
face to all of thelost men is now o real
possibility. Carnarvon has fong has a listing of
the Svdnev men ot the rear of its wir memoril
which is linsted o the centre of wwn

I the late afiermenon amather service was held
by the Cairnarvan section of Thie Nuvid
Agsocintion of Australia an along esmablished rock-
caitn memorinl to the men on Quobba Stition 1o
the nosrth. There: has long been a beliel that this
marked the clissest land point 1o the scenie of (e
battle.

Paying his respeets ut both Serviees wis HSK
Aormoran veteran Friz Engelmann, Shown In
the picture with Wes Olson, he is wearing the o
formal aitire of the Kormoran velerun’s associution |
which guthers ingether every vearin Kiel, T
Germany. There arg now aboul 30 members lefl, Y
and sume live in Argénting. While in the resion
he was mhen o Lhe shoreside cve at Red Binft where he cama
ashure 6l years aga. He recalled that he was-wel ond cold ar )
the time snd had seta conple of photographs of giddfriends on arock to dry. Thisse id accidentally been left bebind when
heand the others were gathered up for ranspartation sonth, and into inferment

Fritz Fngelnmnn and Wes Olson at Camnarean
Plbtar W Ll

Last issue for this little black duck

As this issue was being firepared for the printer there came a surprise note from AAMH President Mark Staniforth th
at the recent AGM in Adelnide, Ms Lindsey Shaw Trom Svidney's Australiun National Marltinme Museum hed offered 1o
tuke up editorship of the Grarrerly Newslensr. and that the executive committee hod accepted. The committes have
decidded it likely they will transfer executive responsi BV 10 NSW in two years time, and they feel that the changs tog
NSW editor beforehand would better pave the wiy. | was eeeliusly given the aption of choosing my tine of departure,
either now or atany lime over the next fwelve manths, However, on pondering this for about two minotes and 12
seconds. | hove:decided thal this will be my last edition. I'hitve no doubtir is timely forme to depart now, and | do so
quite amicably. | wok ou the editarship by defauly with issue 65 in December 1996,

['would lTke to thank the many members and non-memibers who have sent me contributions and letters of support over
the vears. There have also been o few poison pens, but thank{ ully 1 can count them on the fingers of one hand, | expeot
that one day they will provide angoing amusement K somie reseatchier in Perth's Battye Librmry,

Special thanks too, for Associate Professor Maleolm Tull whom has been our postmun and
printing coordinator for more than & decade, With the editorship giing east, he oo his decided 1o stand
dimym from the task-afier this edition i the streats,

For more than a year I hive bedy mulling over the possibility of starting an internet-hased
occasional-newsletter in PDF format. Something similar in layout to the AAMH newsletrer and other
urganisations” newsletters which | hive produced in the past, but with o much broader Specirum. :
Contaet meif interested in goine o the free Hst Yep, free. There will be continuing opponunity for §
tew and Informal writers covering a wide mnge of historical and anthropological subjects, '

Sa then; in spite of WW3 threatening 1o overwhelm us, I elase off by wishing eveyone i sufe and BEEE
happy festive season, (mon the Dockers!!!! Paul R. Weaver ey eri S On. comLa
23 Waddell Road, Palmyra, Western Australia 6157,
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