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Spanish ‘allies’ had Sydney in their sights for invasion 

It was a grand five-year voyage of science and discovery, commissioned by the Spanish King 

Carlos III, a champion of the Enlightenment and, at that time, a British ally. 

So when Spanish Royal Navy Captains Alejandro Malaspina and Jose Bustamante y Guerra 

arrived in Port Jackson with their ships Descubrieta and Atrevida in March 1793 as the first foreign 

delegation to visit the nascent British colony, they were expected and welcomed by its officials. 

But the late 18th century was a time of injury and fierce competition among the great powers, and 

though Britain and Spain had recently become allies of convenience against revolutionary French, 

a struggle for dominance in the Pacific was underway. 

Malaspina and Bustamante were regularly wined and dined by British colonial officials over the 

month they spent in Sydney, and wrote that when they strolled back to their vessels anchored at 

what is now the Opera House, they were continually accosted by prostitutes and “easy women”. 

But in between such official engagements and visits to the agricultural settlements at Parramatta 

and Tongabbie, Malaspina and Bustamante had a pretty good look around. 

They assessed British troop numbers at “seven companies of 75 men, of which two were in Norfolk 

Island”. They noted the position of the fences and installations, drew up naval charts and took 

soundings from Middle Harbour to Manly – a good place to marshal the fleet if one chose to attack 

the settlement at Sydney Cove. 

Three years later, as war with Britain looked likely, The Weekend Australian can reveal Bustamante 

used that knowledge to prepare a detailed military plan to take a fleet of gunboats, disguised to 

look  like British supply vessels  until they opened fire,  to raid and destroy the  British colony. 

Bustamante proposed equipping the ships with 

“hotshot”: cannon balls heated in a furnace 

until they were red hot, so that when they 

landed, they would start fires in the colony’s 

buildings. 

The actual 1796 original of the Bustamante 

plan was discovered a few weeks ago by 

Royal Australian Navy Lieutenant Commander 

Chris Maxworthy, a maritime historian. It was 

buried in Spanish archives in Madrid, and The 

Weekend Australian can reveal its content for 

the first time. 
 

KYM SMITH 
Christopher Maxworthy: ‘I really did shed a tear when I saw it’ 

It shows Bustamante proposed to defeat the British garrison with the threat or use of overwhelming 

force, take the entire population of about 7000 prisoner, including that of Norfolk Island, and 

transport  all the  inhabitants to  South America to be  forcibly  resettled  as skilled  migrants to  help 

build the Spanish colonies. (Continued p6) 
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The Society for Nautical Research 

The Society for Nautical Research is a sister organization to our Association, and was founded in 

1911 by a group of interested individuals that included admirals, academics and antiquarians, who 

felt that maritime history was being neglected and more should be done to promote the serious 

study of the subject and to preserve important maritime artefacts. 

 

The Society has a regular journal, The Mariner's Mirror, the 

first issue of which came out in 1911.  Four issues now 

appear each year and it is widely regarded as the leading 

English language journal devoted to maritime history in all 

its aspects.  

This includes merchant shipping, naval history, nautical 

archaeology, ship design, construction and outfitting and 

the language and customs of the sea.  Its pages feature 

articles on a wide variety of subjects, as well as research 

notes and book reviews. 

The Society also produces a digital newsletter, Topmasts, 

which includes news items about forthcoming talks, 

seminars and conferences with a maritime theme.  

The Society also hosts an online forum on its web site 

where members can discuss maritime history 

(http://snr.org.uk/). The web site also allows Society 

members to download articles from previous issues of The 

Mariner's Mirror. 

The Society has been an influential lobby group over the years. It took a leading role in the 

founding of the National Maritime Museum at Greenwich in London, and was closely involved in 

efforts to preserve Admiral Nelson's flagship, HMS Victory. It also had a hand in the development 

of the Royal Navy Museum at Portsmouth.   

The Society organises regular conferences and lectures on maritime history. It also buys paintings 

and other works or art that are then donated to the National Maritime Museum at Greenwich. The 

director of the National Maritime Museum, since 2007, has been Dr Kevin Fewster, the former 

head of the Australian National Maritime Museum in Sydney. 

Another Australian connection is Allan Villiers (1903-1982) the Melbourne-born maritime author, 

film maker, photographer and broadcaster, who served as chairman of the Society (1960-1970) 

and then as its president (1970-1974).  Villiers was also a long serving trustee (1948-1974) of the 

National Maritime Museum at Greenwich.  (My thanks to Dr Bryne McLeod of the Society for 

providing these dates on Allan Villiers.) 

The February 2017 issue of Topmasts includes a photograph and transcription of a letter written in 

May 1826 by Thomas Hart, a convict awaiting transportation to Australia. The letter was 

discovered during the renovation work on a building at Sheerness dockyard. In the letter, Thomas 

Hart asks his brother to send him some tea or coffee, bacon and money before his ship departed 

for the colonies.  

The February 2018 issue of Topmasts, notes an upcoming lecture with an Australian connection. 

The title is, "Cannibals, savages and pronouns; the strange world of British naval encounters in 

Australia and the Torres Strait, 1842-1850." It will be presented by Daniel Simpson of the Royal 

Holloway and British Museum on May 22, 2018 in the Wolfson Room at the Institute of Historical 

Research, Senate House, University of London. 

Mark Howard 
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in this issue From the Editor 
1 Spanish ‘allies’ had Sydney in their sights for 

invasion 
From the Index we see that members and associates have 

again contributed some diverse articles for your enjoyment. 

Most notable is the location of a historic colonial era 

document in Spain by Chris Maxworthy.  We also have a 

short history of the Q.G.S. Otter.  I thank all contributors for 

sharing their interesting and informative articles. 

Remember, our Newsletter needs news and articles, so 

keep the contributions coming for future issues.  If you are 

not able to write an article, but have an idea, then pass it on 

via email to the Editor.  The Committee may be aware of a 

member or associate that could assist with developing or 

writing an article. 

2 The Society for Nautical Research 

3 From the Editor 

3 From the President 

3 2017 Ken MacPherson Memorial Lecture 

4 Q.G.S. Otter 

6 Spanish ‘allies’ had Sydney in their sights for 

invasion (cont.) 

7 Macquarie Lighthouse Bicentenary 

8 Australia’s Oldest European-Built Structure - 1629 

9 Official Launch- Wiebbe Hayes ‘Fort’ 

10 Centre for Maritime History – First Symposium 

11 International Maritime History Association 
Frank Broeze Prize for Outstanding Doctoral Thesis in 

Maritime History 

12 The AAMH Team 

From the President 
This is our final quarterly newsletter with the next issue due in 6 months at the end September. The 

June issue of The Great Circle is being finalised with the December Whaling and Sealing Special 

issue well in hand. At our last Committee meeting there was unanimously agreement that The Great 

Circle would be printed in colour from now on. 

The judging of the 2017 Maritime History Prizes in conjunction with the ANMM will commence soon. 

Traditionally the winner of the Frank Broeze Memorial History Prize delivers our Vaughan Evans 

Memorial Lecture.  The lecture will be presented in the later part of this year with the date and 

venue to be confirmed in the September newsletter. 

I am pleased to report that the Constitution Working Party has developed a draft document, which 

after final review will be distributed to Committee members including State representatives for 

consultation. We are on target to have a final version available for adoption at the 2018 AGM and 

for any additional compliance to be in place to meet the Department’s deadline of 1 July 2019. 

Members may recall that for some time the Committee has been considering the electronic delivery 

of our newsletter. With the refreshing of our websites Newsletter Archive, we now have a 

mechanism for this electronic delivery.  The latest newsletter will now be included in our online 

archive at the same time as paper copies are despatched. The final decision to cease production of 

a paper newsletter will be made at the next AGM. It should be noted that we are aware that several 

members do not have email or internet access and paper copies will continue to be provided to 

them. There are no plans to move The Great Circle to an electronic format. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any suggestions for improving or otherwise 

contributing to your Association. 

2017 Ken MacPherson Memorial Lecture 
The 2017 Ken MacPherson Memorial Lecture was delivered on 9 November 2017 at the Australian 

National Maritime Museum.  An audience of 20 members and visitors attended the lecture and post 

lecture celebrations. 

The Australian Association for Maritime History thanks Dr Nigel Erskine for an informative and well 

received lecture. The AAMH also thanks the ANMM for hosting the event and use of their facilities. 

 
Dr James Hunter welcome 

 
Dr Nigel Erskine presenting lecture 

 
Slide ‘Passages to India’ 
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Q.G.S. Otter 

The Queensland Government Steamer (Q.G.S.) Otter had an interesting naval and government 

history. Otter was built in 1884 at Leith, Scotland by Ramage & Ferguson Ltd for Webster & Co of 

Brisbane for use as an excursion and tugboat.  She was a twin screw iron vessel of 271 gross tons, 

126 feet 6 inches long, with a beam of 21 feet, a draught of 10 feet and was capable of 12 knots. 1 

In 1885, less than a year after arriving, Otter was purchased for £15,000 ($37,500) by the 

Queensland Government.  Before Federation she served as a naval auxiliary (armed tug and tender) 

in the fledgling Queensland Marine Defence Force along with the gun vessels Gayundah and 

Paluma. In 1899 Otter went to sea to repel a rumoured Russian invasion. 

In World War I and II Otter served in the Brisbane River and Moreton Bay as an examination vessel.  

After both conflicts she returned to Moreton Bay for government service. “The little steamer was 

regularly employed on a weekly stores and passenger service to Dunwich, which was a Home for 

the Aged and Infirm between the Wars. 

Leaving Queen’s Wharf, North Quay, 

every Thursday, she would put into St. 

Helena and Peel Island on the way.” 2 

Her cargo consisted of all the goods 

required to supply the needs of residents 

at the Dunwich Benevolent Institution i.e. 

sides of beef, tinned food as well as chaff 

and oats for livestock. Passengers were 

carried for a small fee.   
Photo: North Stradbroke Island Museum 

At Dunwich the cargo was unloaded by a wharf gang and distributed to the various supply depots by 

flat top wagons pulled by horses along a narrow gauge track. Quandamooka (Moreton Bay) men 

were employed by the Queensland Government Health and Home Affairs Department. The wharf 

shown above connects to the convict built causeway constructed c1827-31, to service the early 

military settlement of Dunwich. 

All wharf staff were members of the AWU and Uncle Markwell Brown who lived at the Two Mile, near 

Dunwich, was the union representative and was well able to advocate on any grievance or wage 

increase. Good wages created high living standards on the island. 

 
Last trip of the Q.G.S. Otter. 

Source: State Library of QLD John Oxley Collection 

In 1946 the Dunwich Benevolent Institution closed.  

The last trip of the Q.G.S. Otter with Captain E.A. 

Thrower in command was a return trip to Dunwich 

on Thursday 25th July 1946.   

“Capt. Thrower had ‘dressed’ his ship so that she 

would leave the Dunwich service with colours 

flying.  Sirens blasted last tributes as she sailed 

from the city at 7 a.m., and dozens of people 

waved from riverside homes.” 3 

After her last voyage and 62 years of service to Queensland she was laid up and eventually sold to 

Hyne & Sons, sawmillers, of Maryborough, Queensland for £800.  The sale caused an uproar in 

Queensland Parliament as no tenders were called for the vessels disposal. 

A newspaper of the day wrote “Whatever good work the ‘old girl’ has done in the past, it cannot be 

better than the work she will do in the future – carrying logs to alleviate the present acute housing 

problem in Queensland.” 4 

She was hulked and used to carry logs for milling from Fraser Island up and across Great Sandy 

Strait. “Each trip she carries 50,000 super feet of hardwood logs, enough to build the frames of eight 

houses.” 5  
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In time, age and corrosion made her hull unsafe and uneconomical to repair.  “Last night Mr. Warren 

Hyne said: ‘The Otter tied up at our Mary River wharf last Saturday for the last time.’ Between 1946 

and then she had done 370 trips between Maryborough and Fraser Island and often to Tin Can Bay. 

We estimate that on those trips she carried 22 million superfeet of timber.” 6  

The once proud steamer was eventually abandoned on Fraser Island close to where she was loaded 

with logs, a sad end for a vessel that played such an important role in Queensland history. 

In 1968 the Roy Rufus Artificial Reef off Woody Island in Great Sandy Strait was established. “From 

a number of old abandoned timber barges on Fraser Island, the ‘Otter’ was chosen to be sunk, 

forming the beginning of the reef.” 7 To this day she continues to serve the local community and lies 

not far from the Mary River and waters where she spent the last 15 years of her working life. 

Family Connection 

The history of the Otter and Captain E.A. Thrower are part of my family history. Edward Thrower, 

formerly mate, was appointed Captain of Q.G.S. Otter on 14 February, 1935 8.  Newspapers of the 

day document some of his achievements during a long and distinguished maritime career:- 

“Today on the regular Thursday run, Captain E.A. Thrower, of the Government steamer Otter, will 

have completed his 1,500th trip across Moreton Bay from Brisbane to Dunwich. … 

Captain Thrower’s record on the Dunwich run has been made during 10 years’ service aboard the 

Otter.  He took over his present command of the vessel in 1930, previously having served with her 

from 1915 to 1919. …” 9 

Edward Thrower was married to my mother’s sister, Veronica Tripcony. Veronica passed away on 

the same day and whilst the vessel was on its last trip.  Edward received the notification when he 

arrived at Dunwich. An article recorded “The Otter returned from Dunwich with flags at half-mast.” 3 

 
Photo: North Stradbroke Island Museum 

At the ships decommissioning, the ship’s binoculars and clock 

passed to my Uncle, Vincent Tripcony, brother of Veronica. The 

binoculars and clock then passed to Anastasia Tripcony and when 

Anastasia passed away they came into my possession.  

The binoculars, used frequently by Captain Thrower during those 

weekly voyages to Dunwich from 1935 to 1946, were appropriately 

passed on to his daughter Penny Tripcony. 

The ship’s clock, reconditioned in Brisbane, is now mounted and on 

permanent display at the North Stradbroke Island Museum at 

Dunwich on Minjerribah (North Stradbroke Island). Here it stands in 

tribute to the Otter, a great service vehicle for our community as well 

as Queensland. 

Dr Robert V Anderson OAM 
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Editors Postscript 

During follow up research a story came to light of another connection with the vessel.  Mr Peter Nunan, a 
researcher at the Queensland Maritime Museum spoke of a trip with his father to Dunwich in 1946. Peter 
recalled a good trip on the Otter, but remembered having to huddle around the funnel because it was a cold, 
blustery day with showers. 
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Spanish ‘allies’ had Sydney in their sights for invasion - Continued from p1 

   

“I believe that the destruction of the 

English colony in Botany Bay, today 

transferred to Port Jackson, is one of the 

points most of interest to the Crown as 

easy to execute in the space of six or 

seven months by the Royal Squadron in 

Peru.” Bustamante wrote in his proposal 

to the Spanish government, dated July 29, 

Sketchings of a Sydney indigenous man and a woman Bustamente 1796. 

 “The entirely helpless state in which I observed that settlement in 1793, and the general discontent 

of its inhabitants, would so facilitate its conquest that I believe it would be achieved with the 

surprise that the convincing presence of our fleet would cause. But even if some resistance were 

offered, it could never triumph over the gunfire from our ships or prevent the total destruction of 

houses, warehouses and goods located in the principal settlement.” 

Under Bustamante’s plan, everything the British had built up in five years of colonisation in 

Australia would be razed, the colonists kidnapped, anything of value taken, and the British would 

be unlikely to ever return. 

“If the orders of His Majesty foresee the total destruction of this colony by taking all its English 

inhabitants prisoner to transport them to our possessions, embarking all the effects that may be 

useful, it will then proceed to ruin its warehouses and buildings so that, if England should attempt 

the reconstruction of the settlement in peacetime, she may renounce her desires, and also 

because of the exorbitant expenses which she must make to restore it to the footing on which it is 

today.” Bustamante’s plan hailed. 

For some years now, the Bustamante plan has been the holy grail sought by historians to complete 

an extraordinary chapter of Australian and Spanish history. 

The visit of the Spanish delegation to Sydney in 1793 is well documented; historians find it 

fascinating as the first non-British observation of the colony. 

The Spanish at two highly skilled artists on board, Juan Ravenet and Felipe Bauza, who made 

detailed illustrations, but of two types: flattering ones which they presented to the British hosts, the 

others which they took back to Spain as records showing the hardships of class division. 

One illustration which ended up in the British Library 

shows Parramatta is a soft pastoral scene with 

happy, well-dressed denizens; another held by the 

Spanish Naval Museum in Madrid of the same 

settlement shows convicts hauling carts carrying 

upper-class women, under the iron supervision of 

British soldiers. 

The Spanish were astounded that men, rather than 

horses, were made to perform such slave work. 
 

   An image of convicts hauling a cart at Parramatta 

“If you don’t have horses, you don’t have much going for you,” Mr Maxworthy said on the Spanish 

take on the colony. 

Historians also knew that while the five-year Spanish expedition, which had set out from Cadiz in 

1789 and covered huge swathes of both sides of the Pacific Rim, was genuine in being one of 

scientific discovery, it also had a strategic purpose. 

“One of the purposes was to assess what the colony was doing,” Mr Maxworthy said. “It was strong 

military intelligence.” 
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Three years ago, Mr Maxworthy found a tantalising clue as he, trawled through the Spanish 

archives to learn more about the expedition: Spanish cabinet ministers from 1796 showing 

ministers discussed the merits of a plan to raid the British colony in Australia. But it was not really 

proof a detailed military plan had existed, and at that point Mr Maxworthy couldn’t find it. He 

returned to Spain several times and searched other archives, which are a maze. 

One day, six weeks ago, looking through documents in the Spanish Royal Academy of History in 

Madrid, he found the holy grail: Bustamante’s plan neatly written in 1790s copperplate style and 

addressed to the king. “I really did shed a tear when I saw it. I felt fantastic,” he said. 

On Wednesday, on the 225th anniversary of the arrival of the Descubrieta and Atrevida off Sydney 

heads, Mr Maxworthy will give a public lecture in Sydney on his discovery to the Royal Australian 

Historical Society. 

 
The Spanish plan 

Western Sydney University historian and RAHS president Carol Liston, who 

specialises in early NSW history, said Mr Maxworthy’s discovery was the sort of 

thing those in her profession dreamt of, and would be lucky to achieve once in a 

lifetime. 

Bustamante’s plan has precise sailing instructions which would use the trade 

winds in either direction, with the preferred latitudes specified. He recommended 

any expedition should be launched in August to reach Sydney in the southern late 

spring. 

The Spanish cabinet approved the plan. 

Although at first glance the plan to attack the British in Australia is to be one conquest, it was 

actually defensive: Bustamante feared that with war coming, if the British had a toehold in 

Australia, they could threaten the Spanish Empire included The Philippines and various island 

groups, and South America. 

Spain went to war with Britain a few months after Bustamante submitted his report, but his plan 

was overtaken by events. 

Early on the Spanish suffered a crushing naval defeat off Cape St Vincent in Spain. 

The Spanish government decided it had to concentrate its military resources in the European 

theatre, and the ambitious plan to send the fleet to Australia was mothballed. 

“With the element of surprise, he could have done it,” Mr Maxworthy said. 

Higgins, Ean, ‘Exclusive: Spanish ‘allies’ had Sydney in their sights for invasion’, The Weekend Australian, 3-4 March 2018, p8 

The Editor acknowledges the permission of News Limited to reproduce the article, Copyright 2018, The Australian. 

Macquarie Lighthouse Bicentenary 

This year marks 200 years since the first lighthouse in Australia 

began operation. The Macquarie Lighthouse, also known as the 

South Head Upper Light, is the first and longest serving 

lighthouse in the country. One of its designers was the convict 

architect Francis Greenway (1777-1837).  

Governor Laughlin Macquarie laid the foundation stone in 1816 

and the lighthouse became operational in November 1818. The 

structure was in poor condition by the 1880s and a new one was 

built on the same site in 1883 and is still in use today.  

The lighthouse can be visited six times a year as part of the 

Sydney Harbour Federation Trust guided tour.  The surrounding 

grounds are open to the public all the year round. 

Mark Howard 
 

Photo of current lighthouse:- https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AMacquarie_Lighthouse%2C_Dunbar_Head.jpg 
By Adam, J.W.C. (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia Commons 
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AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST EUROPEAN-BUILT STRUCTURE - 1629 

Wiebbe Hayes ‘Fort’ on West Wallabi Island, Houtman Abrolhos Islands 

 

Following the wreck of the Batavia, Jeronimus Cornelis, leader of a group of mutineers on 

Batavia’s Graveyard  intent on seizing any rescue ship, isolated Wiebbe Hayes and some twenty 

other soldiers on the ‘high islands’ of East and West Wallabi.  

When Wiebbe and his men were informed by escapees of Jeronimus’ massacre of sick and other 

survivors, they prepared to defend themselves. It is thought the ‘fort’ structure that exists on West 

Wallabi Island at the Houtman Abrolhos Islands was built as a defensive or lookout shelter by the 

soldiers who eventually prevailed over the mutineers, capturing Jeronimus and warning Francisco 

Pelsaert aboard the rescue ship Sardam when it arrived.  

The ‘fort’ and a second stone structure further inland were first noted by surveyor John Forrest in 

1879 and located again in 1963 by Hugh Edwards and his party following the discovery of the 

Batavia wreck site. An Aquinas school expedition investigated the site in 1964 and 1965 finding 

Dutch artefacts. The Western Australian Museum surveyed the site in 1967 with an archaeological 

team, finding further evidence associating it with the Batavia story. Caverns filled with water and 

places where signal fires were lit are nearby. No conclusive clues to the origin of the second 

structure inland have been found. 

A replica of the ‘fort’ has been constructed in Batavia Park Geraldton for the Batavia Coast 

Maritime Heritage Association by heritage stonemasons Keboda Stone. The project was assisted 

by the WA Department of Fisheries, the Batavia Coast Maritime Institute, many volunteer ‘rock 

wranglers’ and a Lotterywest grant.  

The replica was launched on 16 December 2017 by Shane van Styn, Mayor, City of Greater 

Geraldton. It will give those unable to visit the remote and difficult to access site of the original, a 

pointer to this phase of Australia’s history – and to Australia’s oldest European-built structure. 

   

A Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association Project 
Howard Gray 
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Official Launch - Wiebbe Hayes ‘Fort’ 

  
Launch by Mayor Shane van Styn, City of Greater Geraldton 

with Howard Gray to the right 

   

 
Plaque - Wiebbe Hayes ‘Fort’ 

Photos: Howard Gray 
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Centre of Maritime History – First Symposium 

 

 

 

 

 

In memoriam Skip Fischer 
25-26 April 2018 

Institute for Mediterranean Studies - FORTH 

This symposium is to inaugurate the new Centre of Maritime History of the Institute for 

Mediterranean Studies and it is meant to bring together some of the members of the group of 

Maritime Historians that have marked the path of Maritime History in the last forty years.   

Professor Lewis R. (Skip) Fischer (1946-2018) was one of the “patriarchs” of Maritime History and 

paved the way of its organization worldwide since the 1980s. He had looked very much forward to 

this meeting but unfortunately he passed away on 11 February 2018. We have thus decided to 

dedicate this First Symposium to him, hoping to continue his work from this part of the world.  

The Centre of Maritime History of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies of the Foundation of 

Research and Technology - Hellas is based in Rethymnon, Crete, Greece. The aim of the Centre 

is to expand research on a broad range of topics of Maritime History, related to the areas of the 

Mediterranean, the Black Sea and beyond, having the global, interdisciplinary and comparative 

studies in the epicenter.  

The Centre provides the necessary resources for young and experienced scholars to carry out 

their research in a stimulating and encouraging environment. Among these resources are: a) 

Digital data bases and archives, b) a specialized library, and c) a very cohesive and experienced 

group of researchers working in Maritime History. Furthermore, the Centre devotes funding 

resources to attract talented PhD students who are willing to pursue research on maritime history.  

The Centre aims to organize workshops, conferences and lectures in order to provide academic 

meetings at a regular basis and opportunities for scholars to discuss research problems and 

questions and exchange ideas for further research development.  

PROGRAMME 

Wednesday 25 April 2018 

11:00- 13:00  1) Gelina Harlaftis, Director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies, “Skip Fischer and the new 

Centre of Maritime History” 

2) Malcolm Tull, President of the International Maritime History Association, “The role of the 

International Maritime History Association”  

13:00-14:30 Lunch 

14:30-16:30 Session I 

Definition, thematics (topics)  

1) Lars Scholl, Maritime History at Maritime Museums 

2) Sarah Palmer, History of the Ports 

3) Amelia Polonia, Inter-, multi- and trans-disciplinarity in Maritime History: Potentialities and Limits 

16:30-17:00 Coffee Break 

17:00-19:00 Session II  

Global History and Maritime History. How much have we developed this? How comparative and 
transnational have we developed maritime history? 

1) Gelina Harlaftis “Maritime History or History of the Sea” 

2) David J. Starkey, "Why Maritime History?"  

3) David Williams, Maritime History; Contexts and Perspectives 

20:00 Dinner 
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Thursday 26 April 2018 

10:30-12:30 Session III 

Maritime History and other disciplines: parallel or interconnected lives? Interdisciplinarity in Maritime 
History 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:00 Session IV 

The Future in Maritime History: Research projects and continuity.  

1) Maria Fusaro, Early modern Maritime History in ERC projects 

2) Apostolos Delis, Modern Maritime History in ERC projects 

3) Katerina Galani and Alexandra Papadopoulou, National Research Projects in Maritime and 

Economic History 

16:30-16:30 Coffee Break 

16:30-18:00 Global Maritime History. Round Table and Conclusions 

18:00 The Centre of Maritime History’s Ph.D. scholarship in Maritime History, Aegeus Foundation. 

20:00 Dinner 

International Maritime History Association 

‘Frank Broeze Prize for Outstanding Doctoral Thesis in Maritime History’ 

Professor Frank Broeze was one of the leading maritime historians of his generation. In his 

honour, the International Maritime History Association has instituted the Frank Broeze Prize to be 

awarded to the author of a doctoral thesis which, in the opinion of the panel, makes the most 

outstanding contribution to the study of maritime history.  

As befitting Frank’s visionary approach to the field, maritime history encompasses all aspects of 

the historical interaction of human societies and the sea. The panel of judges will therefore 

consider works that focus on the maritime dimensions of economic, social, cultural, political, 

technological and environmental history. 

The Frank Broeze Prize carries with it a cash award of €500 and free registration at the Eighth 

International Congress of Maritime History in Porto, Portugal, 2020.  

To be considered for this prestigious award, those who have completed a doctoral thesis between 

1 September 2015 and 31 August 2019 are invited to submit a copy of their thesis for 

consideration. If the thesis is written in a language other than English, the entrant should provide a 

summary of their work (minimum 10,000 words) in English.  

The judges will apply the following criteria in deciding the winner of the prize:- 

 Contribution to knowledge and understanding of the maritime past; 

 Originality of approach, source material and/or findings; 

 Depth and coherence of argument; 

 Choice and application of methodology; 

 Presentational and stylistic quality. 

Eligible candidates should submit their entries, including a letter of support from their 

supervisor, via e-mail attachment to each of the panel members no later than 15 September 

2019. The winner will be notified as early as possible in 2020, and the prize will be awarded at the 

Congress in Porto. 

For this competition, there will be a panel of five judges:- 

Maria Fusaro (University of Exeter) - M.Fusaro@exeter.ac.uk 

Gelina Harlaftis (Ionian University) - gelinaharla@gmail.com 

Ingo Heidbrink (Old Dominion University) - IHeidbri@odu.edu 

Graeme Milne (University of Liverpool) - G.J.Milne@liverpool.ac.uk 

Malcolm Tull (Murdoch University) - m.tull@murdoch.edu.au 
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Committee 

President 
James Hunter 
james.hunter@anmm.gov.au 
 

Vice President 
Sally May 
sally.may@museum.wa.gov.au 

Treasurer 
Ray Tryniw 
magrayt@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Chris Maxworthy 
cgmaxwor@gmail.com 

Editors 

The Great Circle 
Michael McCarthy 
Shipwreck Galleries, Cliff Street 
Fremantle   WA 
Michael.McCarthy@museum.wa.gov.au 

Book Review Editor 
Howard Gray 
P.O. Box 1559 
Geraldton  WA  6530 
hsgray@midwest.com.au 

Newsletter Editor 
Ray Tryniw 
magrayt@gmail.com 

State & Territory Representatives 

New South Wales: Frances Steel 

Northern Territory: Paul Clark 

Queensland: Ian Jempson 

South Australia: Wendy van Duivenvoorde 

Tasmania: TBA 

Victoria: Mark Howard 

Western Australia: Deb Shefi 

Association Details 

Post:-   PO Box 1873 
             Fremantle  WA  6959 
             Australia 

Email:-   info@aamh.asn.au 

Web:-     www.aamh.asn.au 

 

A Newsletter Needs News 

Contributions may be historical or newsworthy and on the theme of maritime history.  They 

may be short notes or articles with text about 100-1200 words with images where possible.  

Text may be edited and publication is at the discretion of the Editor. 

The deadline for the next Newsletter (Issue 148) is:- 16 September 2018 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 


