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New Discovery - First contact between Australia and Japan
The first Australian visitors to Japan were a group of escaped convicts in 1830, according to
evidence uncovered by a British amateur historian in Japan. The brig Cyprus (108 tons) was
transporting convicts from Hobart to the Macquarie Harbour penal settlement on the west coast of
Tasmania, in 1829, when some of the 33 prisoners aboard overpowered the guards and crew.
Nearly half the prisoners, who wanted no part in the uprising, were put ashore, together with the
military guard, crew and passengers. The remaining eighteen prisoners then sailed away under the
command of convict William Swallow, a former seaman.
They first went to New Zealand, then the Chatham Islands, before making China, where the vessel
was beached. Some of the convicts, later mentioned they had also called at Japan, but they were
not believed, as it was widely known that Japanese ports were closed to vessels from the west.
British expatriate and amateur historian, Nick Russel, lives and works in Japan as an English
teacher, and recently discovered documentary evidence in a Japanese archive that confirms that a
sailing ship matching the Cyprus' description did indeed reach Japan in the period concerned.
This material lay in the
Tokushima
Prefecture
Archive till discovered by
Russel, and translated,
with
the
help
of
Japanese researchers.
The vessel appeared off
the town of Mugi on
Shikoku Island, on 16
January 1830. The local
authorities
sent
a
Samurai aboard, to take
a closer look, determine
what kind of vessel it
was, and if it was armed.

Painting by Makita Hamaguchi of the British flagged ship that arrived off the coast of Mugi, on Shikoku
Island, Japan, in January 1830. (Tokushima Prefecture Archives)

Two reports were written about the visitors, and were, together with a number of illustrations, sent
to the authorities. The foreign visitors in 1830 used sign language to indicate their desire to come
ashore for fresh water and firewood. This request was rejected. The provisions of the Shogun's
"shell and repel" edict of 1825, forbade foreign vessels from visiting Japanese ports for any reason
whatever. When the visiting ship did not immediately depart, the Japanese cannon opened fire
from the shore. The first volley missed their target, perhaps deliberately, but two later rounds hit the
vessel and are supposed to have caused casualties, and were effective in driving the vessel out to
sea.
William Swallow was later captured and tried for his part in the incident, but claimed he had been
forced into the role because he was the only one of the prisoners with maritime experience. He
was again sentenced to transportation to Tasmania, where he died four years later.
Mark Howard
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The AAMH Team

From the Index we see that members and associates have
contributed some diverse articles for your enjoyment. Also
included are press releases for two books and an
International Conference. I thank all contributors for sharing
their interesting and informative articles.
Remember, our Newsletter needs news and articles, so
keep the contributions coming for future issues. If you are
not able to write an article, but have an idea, then pass it on
via email to the Editor. The Committee may be aware of a
member or associate that could assist with developing or
writing an article.

From the President
With the holding of the AGM another year has come to an end. I congratulate and thank our
Management Committee, as well as members and volunteers who assisted with our lecture and
publications and other initiatives.
I am pleased to report that at the AGM, the current committee was elected for another year and
Michael McCarthy agreed to continue as The Great Circle Editor supported by Howard Gray as
Book Reviews Editor.
However, at the AGM several decisions were made that will affect members. The International
postage surcharge has increased to $20 to cover additional overseas delivery costs. Also, the
Association Newsletter will now only be published in March and September. This will be the last
quarterly newsletter.
A Constitution working party, composed of the President, Treasurer, Ian Jempson (state
representative) and Peter Ridgway, has been assembled. The group’s task is to prepare a new
constitution and identify other compliance matters that will affect the Association. The aim is to
have the new draft constitution adopted at the 2018 AGM and for any additional compliance to be in
place to meet the Department’s deadline of 1 July 2019.
The Newsletter Archive on our website has also been refreshed and now provides access to
electronic copies of past issues. Additional issues will be available when scanned.
I remind members that the 2018 membership is now due and should be received by 1 March 2018
to continue receiving our publications.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any suggestions for improving or otherwise
contributing to your Association. I wish all members and their families a good New Year.

Black Swan Press - Book Launch Advertising
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2017 Annual General Meeting - President's Report
Former Committee
To begin this report, I wish to thank the Association's former Committee for all of their hard work
over the course of many years. Under the collective leadership of Peter Ridgway, Chris Maxworthy,
Malcolm Tull and John Spurling, the Association successfully hosted the last International
Congress on Maritime History, generated fascinating and innovative issues of the Great Circle, and
continued to promote AAMH's aims and objectives via the Association's newsletter, online platforms,
and public outreach initiatives such as the Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture. As a final note,
congratulations are in order to Malcolm for being elected President of the International Maritime
History Association, and becoming the first non-European to hold that prestigious role!
New Committee and State Representatives
I would also like to welcome and thank the Association's new Committee Members and State
Representatives for their dedication, enthusiasm and hard work over the past year. Ray Tryniw, in
particular, deserves special mention for stepping into the Treasurer role and taking on the
responsibility of Newsletter Editor. Sally May is now the Association's Vice President, while Chris
Maxworthy transitioned from his former role as Vice President to the Association's Secretary. Mack
McCarthy and Howard Gray continued in their respective roles as Editor and Book Review Editor of
the Great Circle.
Once established, the new Committee set to work filling existing vacancies for the Association's State
Representative roles in New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia. It also
created and filled a new Representative position for the ACT. The following individuals now serve as
the AAMH's new State Representatives: Dr Frances Steele (New South Wales), Dr Wendy van
Duivenvoorde (South Australia) and Dr Deb Shefi (Western Australia). They join long-serving
Representatives Ian Jempson (Queensland), Paul Clark (Northern Territory) and Mark Howard
(Victoria). Andrew Forbes briefly served as the ACT Representative, but unfortunately had to step
down due to other commitments. The role of ACT Representative remains vacant at this time, as
does that for Tasmania.
Great Circle
Mack and Howard have continued to deliver innovative historical research through their editorship of
the Great Circle, and are to be commended for publishing two excellent issues this year, including a
Special Edition that highlights French exploration during Australia's early colonial period. The Special
Edition was launched in Fremantle at the Batavia Gallery of the Western Australian Museum, and
timed to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the departure of the French exploration vessel
Uranie for Australia. The event was hosted by Mack McCarthy, who kindly provided an address on
my behalf. Special thanks are due to Mack, as well as Nic Bigourdan (who organised the event and
was one of the speakers), and guest speakers Dr Kate Gregory and Myra Stanbury.
AAMH Newsletter
Many thanks are due to Ray Tryniw for taking up the role of Newsletter Editor and producing four
vibrant issues this year. Each has highlighted maritime history news throughout Australia and
beyond, as well as featured several excellent short articles and reviews. Ray is also to be
commended for taking the initiative to obtain and update e-mail contacts for Members. This has been
done partly in an effort to transition the Newsletter's delivery from post to e-mail. While Ray has been
successful in updating contact information, several Members have yet to respond and/or provide the
necessary details. As a consequence, Ray has also explored other options for delivering the
Newsletter in a digital format.
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Vaughan Evans Lecture and Ken McPherson Memorial Lecture
Unfortunately, the Vaughan Evans Lecture did not take place this year; however, the Ken
McPherson Memorial Lecture is scheduled for the evening of Thursday, 9 November in the Onslow
Room at the Australian National Maritime Museum's Wharf 7 Building. The speaker is Dr Nigel
Erskine, ANMM's Head of Research, Maritime Archaeology, Exploration and Navy. His lecture,
entitled 'Passages to India: Exploring Pacific Pathways to Asia During Australia's Colonial Period' will
address colonial Australia's early seaborne trade and cultural exchange routes with India.
Maritime Day
Deb Shefi kindly coordinated an AAMH booth at Maritime Day in Fremantle, Western Australia on
4 November. Many thanks are due to Deb and the volunteers who worked the booth!
Broeze National Maritime History Book Awards
The call for nominations for the 2017 Maritime History Prizes (the Frank Broeze Memorial Maritime
History Prize and Australian Community Maritime History Prize) was issued in December of last year.
As she has in past years, Janine Flew from the ANMM is managing the review process, and has
obtained judges from ANMM and AAMH. Unfortunately, Janine's work obligations with the Museum
have slowed the process some, as has an overall poor response to her requests for an independent
third judge from academia. Nonetheless, she is endeavouring to complete the review process and
announce the winners of the awards in early 2018.

Doug Limbrick Press Release
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Wreck of HMAS Perth (I)
International Maritime Archaeology Team Assessment
Between 14 and 17 May 2017, a team of maritime archaeologists from the Australian National
Maritime Museum (ANMM) and Indonesia’s Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional (National
Research Centre of Archaeology, or ARKENAS) conducted an archaeological survey of the wreck
of HMAS Perth (I), a modified Leander-class light cruiser sunk in Indonesian waters during the
Battle of Sunda Strait in March 1942.
Originally built for the British Royal Navy as HMS Amphion, the cruiser was launched in July 1934
and served as the flagship of the Africa Station for two years. In July 1939, it was transferred to the
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and renamed Perth. Shortly after being commissioned into the RAN,
the cruiser embarked on a brief visit to New York City, where it represented Australia at the World’s
Fair.
Perth was on its way to Australia and transiting through the West Indies when the Second World
War began in September 1939. Following the war’s outbreak, Perth received orders to protect oil
tankers operating between Trinidad and Venezuela, and conducted escort and patrol duties in the
Caribbean and Western Atlantic for the next two-and-a-half months.
After a brief mission to refuel Canadian warships in the Pacific, the cruiser returned to the
Caribbean and resumed escort and patrol duties from its base in Kingston, Jamaica. Perth finally
received orders to complete its voyage to Australia in early March 1940.
Following a major refit in Sydney, the vessel was assigned to patrol and escort duties in Australian
waters before being assigned to the Mediterranean at the beginning of 1941. Perth saw action in
the waters around Crete, Malta and Greece, and played a minor role in the Battle of Matapan on
28-29 March 1941.
Two months later, the cruiser was struck by a bomb while escorting a convoy from Crete to
Alexandria (Egypt). Four crewmen and nine Allied soldiers who were being evacuated from Crete
were killed, and the vessel underwent repairs in Alexandria. In late June 1941, Perth was engaged
in operations off Syria against Vichy French forces, but departed for Australia for a major refit the
following month.
Imperial Japan’s capture of Singapore on 15 February 1942 prompted the RAN to deploy Perth to
Batavia (present-day Jakarta), where it joined combined American, British, Dutch and Australian
(ABDA) military forces. ABDA was formed in an attempt to block an anticipated Japanese invasion
of the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia). On 27 February 1942 the ABDA fleet, commanded by Dutch
Rear-Admiral Karel Doorman, intercepted a Japanese invasion fleet consisting of two heavy
cruisers, two light cruisers, 14 destroyers and 10 transports.
Although both fleets were evenly matched in terms of firepower, the ABDA force was hampered by
language differences, communication problems and a lack of air cover.
The resulting
engagement—known as the Battle of the Java Sea—ended in disaster for the Allies.
Within hours, most of the ABDA fleet’s capital ships were sunk or damaged. Perth and the
American cruiser USS Houston were the only large Allied ships to survive the battle and retreated
to Tanjong Priok, where they took on limited supplies of fuel and ammunition. They then attempted
to evade the Japanese fleet and escape to the southern coast of Java via Sunda Strait, between
Sumatra and Java.
In the early morning hours of 28 February 1942, Perth and Houston—while attempting to enter the
northern approach to Sunda Strait—encountered a second Japanese invasion fleet that consisted
of five cruisers, twelve destroyers, one light carrier, one seaplane carrier, one minelayer and 58
troopships. Both Allied vessels attempted to evade their antagonists but began to take substantial
hits from the Japanese, who were aided by longer range spotlights and aerial reconnaissance.
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A torpedo damaged Perth’s forward boiler and engine rooms, destroyed the forward damage
control position and disabled the ship’s forward gyrocompasses, which were vital to the guidance of
its main armament. Two more torpedoes struck the starboard side, and a fourth hit Perth’s port
side, before the cruiser heeled over to port and sank just after midnight on 1 March 1942 with the
loss of 353 crew. Houston briefly fought on alone, but it too was struck by a series of torpedoes and
sank two miles (3.7 kilometres) south of where Perth slipped beneath the waves.
Perth’s wreck site was
discovered in 1967 by
Australian
diver
David
Burchell. It is located in
Banten Bay approximately
three nautical miles (4.8
kilometres) north-east of St
Nicholas Point on the island
of Java.

ANMM maritime archaeologist Dr James Hunter films a section of Perth’s
surviving starboard hull. Image: ANMM/Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional.

Burchell reported that Perth
was almost completely intact
at the time of discovery, the
notable exceptions being
shell and torpedo damage
incurred during the Battle of
Sunda Strait.

The shipwreck was lying on its port side on a relatively flat sandy bottom at a depth of
approximately 35 metres. In subsequent years, the wreck was subjected to intermittent souveniring
of artefacts and small-scale salvage, including removal of its 4-inch guns, some of the bridge
structure, and at least two of Perth’s four phosphor-bronze propellers.
However, in late 2013 recreational divers notified the Australian Federal Government that Perth
was being heavily salvaged by commercial divers. Most of the cruiser’s superstructure had been
removed, along with both forward 6-inch gun turrets, the amphibious aircraft catapult, portside
crane, and forward deck. This damage, and additional large-scale salvage in 2015, prompted the
RAN to submit a request to ANMM that Perth be archaeologically surveyed by a joint AustralianIndonesian team.
Upon arrival at the wreck site, the team found it marked by a makeshift buoy and intermittent slicks
generated by bubbles of oil and/or aviation spirits leaking from breaches in Perth’s surviving hull.
The buoy line was tied off to an exposed steel bulkhead on the vessel’s uppermost (starboard)
side. Inspection of the bow revealed that it has largely collapsed onto the seabed, most likely due
to the effects of a Japanese torpedo strike on this section during the Battle of Sunda Strait.
Remnants of the bow structure, consisting of deck and hull plating, steel hull frames and portions of
the starboard deck capstan, lay scattered on the seabed. Other than the cable locker, no evidence
existed of any intact internal compartments. Moving aft, the starboard hull is relatively intact in
places, and rises between six and eight metres off the seabed. However, Perth’s two forward 6inch turrets—which weighed more than 90 tons apiece—have now completely disappeared from
the site. Their absence is undoubtedly the result of deliberate industrial-level salvage that occurred
sometime after 2013 and before 2015.
The team also noted that approximately 60 percent of Perth’s starboard hull plating had been
removed. This covers an area from just below the main deck to immediately above the turn of the
bilge, and extends for a length and height of approximately 141 feet (43 metres) and 26 feet 3
inches (8 metres), respectively.
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The zone of missing hull plating roughly corresponds with the portion of starboard hull that was
originally protected by a belt of 3-inch (76-mm) thick armour plate overlaying 1-inch (25-mm) thick
hull plates. Deliberate removal of Perth’s armour belt, underlying hull plating, and most of the
vessel’s internal steel frames has radically altered the overall appearance of the site from a
relatively intact and recognisable ship’s hull to a three-sided box.
It is now possible to descend directly from the surviving outer starboard hull plating in 21 metres of
water to the inner port hull plating in 37 metres of water. During this transit, one passes through the
gutted remnants of the ship’s internal compartments and cellular double bottom.
While corrosion and battle damage could account for some
missing armour belting and hull plating, the majority of absent
hull components have been deliberately removed by
commercial salvage. Similarly, small areas of what appear to
be stockpiled copper and copper-alloy cable and piping were
noted atop the surviving starboard hull. These items appear to
have been systematically removed and set aside for later
recovery.
The most likely rationale for removal of the above items is that
they are being targeted for their metallic content. Because
Perth’s internal architecture has been so detrimentally
affected, its surviving deck plating is starting to peel away from
existing bulkheads, and will very likely collapse to the seabed
at some point in future.
Three of the vessel’s four Parsons geared steam turbine
sets, as well as three condensers and four Admiralty-type
three-drum boilers, have also been salvaged. Individually,
these are extremely large and heavy pieces of machinery
that would have required considerable resources and effort to
displace and recover.

ARKENAS maritime archaeologist Shinatria
Adhityatama examines a modern chain hoist that
has been used as part of recent small-scale
salvage activities on Perth’s wreck site.

Approximately 70 metres of Perth’s articulated stern has also disappeared since October 2015 - a
section of hull extending from the stern post through to the aftermost engine room bulkhead.
Absent too are the vessel’s four propeller shafts, two aftermost 6-inch gun turrets, 6-inch shell
magazines, ammunition lobbies, officers’ wardroom and cabins, gyro room, and steering gear
compartment. Again, the removal of these elements of armament and ship’s architecture is clearly
a deliberate act of salvage and must have been carried out using substantial equipment.
Since 2013, both of the ship’s shell
magazines (4-inch and 6-inch) and
associated cartridge magazines have
also been breached, and some of their
contents have been salvaged or
dispersed elsewhere throughout the
site. Nonetheless, the wreck still
retains a significant quantity of
exposed 4-inch and some 6-inch
shells.
Their dispersal indicates human rather
than natural intervention. Some of the
shells are also leaching picric acid—a
chemical component of the fuse used
to detonate them—which makes them
not only toxic to handle but also highly
unstable.
Australian

Unexploded ordnance, including 4-inch and 6-inch shells, have been haphazardly
scattered throughout Perth’s wreckage as a result of unauthorised salvage within
and adjacent to the vessel’s ammunition magazines.
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Whilst no human remains were observed during the 2017 survey, conditions noted by the survey
team strongly suggest human remains exist within and around the remains of Perth’s hull. This is
especially true of areas that retain significant sediment deposits.
The team also observed significant, complex and
deep deposits of artefact material. Small finds
within these deposits included uniform buttons,
buckles, a pair of spectacles, leather shoes,
rubber boots, cotton clothing fragments, a glass
deck light, ceramic tiles, firebricks and small arms
ammunition.

ANMM maritime archaeologist Kieran Hosty inspects an area of
intact sediment deposits within Perth’s surviving hull.
Image: ANMM/ Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional.

Areas of extensive sedimentation observed
during the 2017 survey include the inner port hull
plating of the aft engine room, aft boiler room,
forward engine room and adjacent forward boiler
room, as well as inner port hull plating between
Frames 53 and 71. The latter area is adjacent to
the forward 4-inch magazine and B Turret shell
room.

Upon completion of the survey, the team reported its findings to ARKENAS, the Indonesian Ministry
of Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australian
Embassy in Jakarta, and the RAN, as well as organisations dedicated to Perth survivors and their
descendants (such as the HMAS Perth National Association). All were informed of what the team
observed and discussions commenced regarding what could be done to protect the remains of
Perth for the future.
A technical report of investigations has been written that illustrates the threats posed to this
significant historical and archaeological site. ARKENAS has proposed that the site be declared a
Situs Cagar Budaya (Cultural Heritage Site) under Indonesian cultural heritage legislation, whilst
the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries has stated that it intends to list the site as a Marine
Conservation Zone.
Kieran Hosty, James Hunter and Shinatria Adhityatama

Local Shipping – Sunda Strait

Images: James Hunter
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A Perspective of Time
Events in the Maritime History of the Batavia Coast
On 16 December 2017, Mr. Shane van Styn, Mayor, City of Greater Geraldton, officially opened a
significant historical display for the City that illustrates fifty events in the maritime history of the
Batavia Coast of Western Australia.
Presented on plaques, they are spaced along a timeline set into the pavement and cover such
events as the discovery of the coast, wrecks, harbour development (including a plan to use nuclear
explosions to deepen the harbour), war time, fishing etc.
The artwork, by Belladonna Raudvee, has been derived from historical documents, photographs
and illustrations. Some samples are shown below and all can be viewed on the Batavia Coast
Maritime Heritage Association’s Facebook page:https://www.facebook.com/Batavia-Coast-Maritime-Heritage-Association-317917178392739/
Funding was provided by the City of Greater Geraldton Community Grants Program and the fiftythree plaques were each sponsored by local individuals and organisations. Volunteers did most of
the work over the two years of the project.

A Batavia Coast Maritime Heritage Association Project.
Howard Gray
Australian
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Fremantle – 2017 Maritime Day
Fremantle’s Victoria Quay was again the venue for the 2017 Maritime Day. A bright warm and
sunny day drew good crowds of participants and onlookers to the event. This annual event
organised by the Company of Master Mariners, show cases Australian maritime history, industry,
education and the Royal Australian Navy. Tugboats and HMAS Waller were open to the public.
AAMH members Sally May, Malcolm Tull,
Michael Sturma, Graeme Henderson and Peter
Ridgway manned our display and were kept
busy answering questions about our maritime
history. Deb Shefi and Mack McCarthy also
helped with organising our display.

Malcolm Tull manning the AAMH Stand

The display at the AAMH stand was very
popular and attracted a good response with
several copies of the Freycinet special issue of
The Great Circle sold and at least one new
member being signed up.

Container ship in port

STS Leeuwin and tugboats abongside Victoria Quay

HMAS Waller

Carnevale Dancers

A sailing regatta was held in the harbour with sailboats
dodging around the many container and other ships
entering and leaving Fremantle. Bands and singing
groups, marine artists and colourful characters kept
everyone entertained throughout the day.
The AAMH once again thanks the Fremantle Ports
and the Company of Master Mariners for
sponsoring our stand at the event.
Peter Ridgway
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A Newsletter Needs News
Contributions may be historical or newsworthy and on the theme of maritime history. They
may be short notes or articles with text about 100-1200 words with images where possible.
Text may be edited and publication is at the discretion of the Editor.

The deadline for the next Newsletter (Issue 147) is:- 11 March 2018
Thank you for your continued support.
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