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Thank you
The AAMH would like to thank all those who attended the 7th ICMHA in
June this year. The conference would not have been the success it was
without your support.
The 7th ICMHA conference wouldn't have been possible without the
support of members and Murdoch University, AFKOS Industries,
Australian Capital Equity, Australian National Maritime Museum, CSIRO,
Fremantle Ports, Holiday Inn, International Commission for Maritime
History, MG Kailis Group, Voyager Estate, WA Museum, the Royal
Australian Navy and Brill publishers. Funding and in kind support (wine,
venues, accommodation, tours) were essential.

Conference Chair
Professor Malcolm Tull
(Murdoch University and
AAMH) addressing
delegates at dinner, held
at the Fremantle Sailing
Club.

Conference hosts Malcolm Tull (Murdoch
University), Peter Ridgway (AAMH) and
Bonnie Allen (Peppermint Solutions) at the
Reception.

At the conference announcement of the winner of the Broeze
prize for best Phd thesis were Maria Fusaro (UK), Ingo
Heidbrink (USA), Lars Scholl (Germany), Ulli, Carsten and
Grace Broeze (Australia), Skip Fischer(Canada) and Gelina
Harlaftis (Greece).
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South Australian Port
Strategy
The South Australian Government has
announced a coordinated Historic
Ships and Boats Strategy will be
prepared for the Port Adelaide precinct
to plan for visitors to come to the Port
to experience its unique maritime
heritage. The strategy will also
catalogue the historically important
ships and boats in the district and to
provide opportunities for tourist and
community facilities in and around the
inner harbour.

South Australian pictorial collection: The City of Adelaide circa
1880

From the Editor

Hi All!
My last issue of the AAMH newsletter is
upon us. It has been a pleasure and a
privilege to bring to our members news
about the wonderful community of
Australian Maritime History. For over a
year, I have been inundated with articles
and leads to write up and I am so thankful
to you all for the support.
The past couple of months have been
very busy for the AAMH. The ICMH/IMHA
conference occured in late June, bringing
together so many of our members and
friends from around the globe to present
papers on a broad range and depth of
maritime related issues.
The next couple of months will be much
the same with Maritime Day and the
Vaughan Evans Lecture coming up in
November. It would be great to see as
many of our AAMH members there
supporting us once again.
Our new newsletter editor Ray Tryniw will
be taking over my role. Ray is retired and
from Queensland with a broad interest in
Maritime History. He is looking forward to
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taking on this new
challenge and is
excited to hear from
our members with
articles and broad
ideas for the
newsletter. He is
also hoping to
transition the NL to
electronic copy. If
any members who have yet to provide an
email address could get in contact with him
that would be greatly appreciated.
For enquiries or newsworthy items please
send through to:
magrayt@gmail.com
Thats all from me, back to the much duller
world of law school. Again I'd like to thank
you all for the support and hope Ray feels
the same enthusiasm.
Alex

President's Report
Over 140 people from around the world
attended the conference at Murdoch
University in late June. The AAMH and
Murdoch University hosted the conference
and it was pleasing to meet up with many
AAMH members that had travelled from
far and wide to join with members of the
International Maritime History Association.
Presenters covered a wide range of
topics. In particular, many scholars from
around the world were drawn to the
sessions on the pearling industry in the
Indian Ocean, French exploration, Spain
in the Pacific, the life of seafarers, piracy,
trade, music at sea and many more.
We were privileged to visit the Kerry
Stokes Art Gallery to celebrate the launch
of the Hartog special issue of the Great
Circle, tour the maritime museum and visit
HMAS Stirling. The next conference will
be in Porto in 2020.
In other news, the AAMH is once again
grateful for the support of Fremantle Ports
to have a stand at Maritime Day on 12

November. Please contact
john.spurling1@bigpond.com if you can assist
for an hour.
This will be the last newsletter before our
AGM in November and I urge you to consider
nominating for one of the positions that will
come vacant: President, Vice President,
Secretary and Treasurer.
Peter

RAN supports conference
Conference delegates were treated to a special tour
of HMAS Stirling and the remains of Sulphur Town
on Garden Island.
The commanding officer, Captain Brian Delamont,
welcomed us and later the island ranger and Dr
Shane Burke from Notre Dame University gave
delegates a tour over the remains of the settlement
established by Governor Stirling in 1829. RAN
guides also pointed out navy facilities on the island
and guided us through the island’s museum.
The AAMH thanks Captain Brian Delamont and his
predecessor Captain Angela Bond for the opportunity
to visit the island.
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Electronic NL
The AAMH Newsletter is hoping
to transition to full electronic
copy. Ray will be contacting
those members who have not
provided email addresses.
Please send your preferred
email address to
magrayt@gmail.com

Universum Infinitum at the Biblioteca
Nacional de Portugal

The interdisciplinary workshop,
‘Universum Infinitum, From the German
Philosopher Nicolaus Cusanus (1401–
1464) to the Iberian Discoveries in the
15th Century: Ocean World in European
Exploration’, was held at the National
Library of Portugal, Lisbon, 17-18 June
2016.
The German cardinal Nikolaus von Kues
(Nicholas of Cusa, 1401-1464) is known
for his philosophical works. A key figure in
Renaissance humanism, his interests and
contributions extended to astronomy,
mapmaking and cosmography, which
were the focus of the international
conference.
The event was organized by Dr Thomas
Horst, Interuniversity Centre for the
History of Science and Technology
(CIUHCT), University of Lisbon, in
cooperation with Prof. Dr Harald
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Schwaetzer and Dr. Matthias Vollet, Kueser
Akademie für Europäische
Geistesgeschichte and CusanusHochschule, Bernkastel-Kues, Germany.
AAMH member Robert King presented a
paper, ‘Magnus Sinus, Java and Locach
from Martellus to Mercator, 1489-1569’. The
workshop was followed by a day tour to
Sintra, Mafra and Ericeira, under the
guidance of Prof. Dr. João Carlos Garcia.
The full program and abstracts of papers,
together with photos, can be found at:
http://www.ciuhct.org/pt/
workshop_universum_infinitum
A selection of papers will be published by
the Kueser Akademie in Texte und Studien
zur europäischen Geistesgeschichte.
Written by Robert King

Hartog Special Issue
In the evening of the 28 June, Dr Arnold
Stroobach, the honorary consul for the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, launched the
special Hartog issue of The Great Circle.
The editorial to this issue recognises the
many local researchers and authors of the
past and present that have contributed to
our knowledge of the Dutch maritime
history of this region.
The contributors represent a wide range of
research. Nick Burningham, an
experienced seafarer and private
researcher, a long timer contributor and
friend of The Great Circle, examines the
Australische Compagnie and the other
Eendracht of 1616.
Adriaan de Jong, a specialist on Dutch
ship building investigates the sloop built
by the Zeewijk Castaways 1727-1728.
Robert J. King, is an independent
researcher at the National Library of
Australia with special interest in European
expansion into our region. Robert’s paper
examines Dirk Hartog and the transition
from speculative to actual geography.
Bob Sheppard is an archaeologist,
historian and author and currently the
coordinator of the terrestrial component of
the Vietnam Maritime Archaeology Project
seeking evidence of the Battle of Bach

Dang in 1228. Bob’s paper
examines the fate of the
survivors of the Gilt Dragon.
Csilla ArieseVandemeulebroucke from
Leiden University is a
specialist in the role of
museums and maritime
archaeology. Csilla’s paper
examines Australia’s
earliest European graves.
Wendy van Duivenvoorde is a senior lecturer
in maritime archaeology at Flinders
University. Wendy’s wonderfully illustrated
paper examines the life of Dirk Hartog
(1583–1621) and his ship the Eendracht.
The contributors, editors Mack McCarthy, Ian
Chambers and Howard Gray are to be
applauded for their effort. Mr Stokes and his
art gallery curators were also thanked on the
night for the opportunity to launch The Great
Circle at the wonderful venue. Members and
conference delegates enjoyed the wonderful
displays of Dutch, French and Australian
exploration following the launch by Dr
Stroobach.

Embassy supports AAMH member
The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands is
supporting Dr Wendy Van Duivenvoorde (Flinders
University and AAMH author) to produce a free Dirk
Hartog booklet, to be launched in October, and a number of
lectures about Dirk Hartog. The Embassy also supported
Wendy’s presentation at the ICMH7 conference as part of
the lecture series.
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LIVELY OUTCOME
A break through on researching the wreck
of the British whaler Lively occurred at our
conference at Murdoch University in June.
Myra Stanbury (WA Museum) and Dale
Chatwin (independent scholar) both gave
papers that helped to give light to the
events leading up to and aftermath of the
wreck of the Lively in 1807-1810 on
Mermaid Atoll, Rowley Shoals.
Myra’s research reveals that originally
French, the Lively was captured as a prize
by the British Navy during the AngloFrench wars and subsequently owned by
a London whaler and merchant Daniel
Bennett. The Lively is one of the earliest
and most significant whaling wrecks in
Australia, and while most of the wooden
hull has been destroyed anchors, whaling
trypots, cannon and other iron fittings
remain on the wreck site.
A mystery surrounded what happened to
the crew and cargo until Dale Chatwin set

about creating a database based on the late
AGE Jone’s enormous work Ships Employed
in the South Seas Trade. Dale has added
additional sources of information to the
database that provided the opportunity to
case study the Lively.
Dale’s work has revealed that the Lively was
likely returning home in company with
another vessel, the Ranger, from whaling
around Timor and the Moluccas in early 1808
when it was wrecked. After the vessel
founded the Ranger then picked up the crew
and cargo and returned them both to London
with the Lively's master, Joseph Whiteus’s
next command being the Ranger.
Dale recognises the support of the AAMH in
assisting Jones to publish his work in the
1990s. We look forward to the publishing of
Myra and Dale’s research. The database is
available on a website at Hull University
(bswf.hull.ac.uk).

Another First for Australia
In November 2016, the Sixth
International Congress on
Underwater Archaeology (IKUWA6)
will be held at the WA Maritime
Museum. IKUWA6 is organised
under the Patronage of UNESCO.
This will be the first time that
IKUWA is held outside Europe and
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in the Southern Hemisphere. The
conference presents a unique and
significant opportunity to exchange
research, knowledge and ideas, and
cross-cultural perspectives with
international colleagues from around
the world. Several AAMH members
will be attending.

Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village Awarded
Flagstaff Hill received a Museums
Australia (Victoria) Award for their
Middle Island Maremma Project, a
world-first environmental project that
uses Maremma dogs to protect the
threatened Warrnambool Little Penguin
colony from foxes. The story of the
Maremma dog program was developed
into the popular Oddball movie.
Released in 2015, the movie has
generated public interest and lifted
visitation to Flagstaff Hill by 34%.

Photo: Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village

Looking for a good read?
British author, Ian Graham, has brought to life the profound
impact the technology of watercraft has had on mankind.
Fifty Ships that Changed the Course of History contains not
only maritime wonders from throughout history, but also
some of the most iconic Australian and New Zealand ships.
Included are ships from Captain Cook's HMS Endeavour,
right through to Greenpeace's once flagship Rainbow
Warrior.
Available to purchase online from:
www.exislepublishing.com.au

Can you help? Email the AAMH
Dear Sir or Madam,
I would be grateful to know whether you, or any of your members, are aware of
any ships logs from the Colonial Marine of Van Diemen’s Land, before 1840 – I
am particularly interested in the ships Waterloo, Prince Leopold, Cyprus and
Isabella. These logs are not extant in the Mitchell Library, Archives of
Tasmania, the Hobart Maritime Museum nor the Australian Maritime Museum. I
have been able to establish part of the record for these ships by checking
Nicholson’s Log of Logs against the newspaper records through Trove, but
these are far from complete. I have concluded that no logs have survived,
unless they are held privately. I just wanted to check whether you might have
any idea where else they might be.
With thanks
Chris Maxwell
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The 2016 Vaughan Evans Memorial Lecture
Dr Howard Gray will deliver the 2016
Vaughan Evans Memorial lecture on
Friday 18 November at the WA Maritime
Museum commencing 6pm sharp.
Howard will explore the Life and Times of
Frederik de Houtman, spy, navigator with
the Dutch first fleet to the East Indies,
prisoner, astronomer, linguist, VOC
Governor of Amboina and the Moluccas,
discoverer of the Houtman Abrolhos
Islands of Western Australia.
The story begins with Frederik and his
brother Cornelis despatched by Dutch
merchants as spies to Portugal to uncover
the source of the lucrative spices from the
East Indies. In 1595 they joined the Dutch
First Fleet, an almost comical expedition if
it wasn’t for the tragedy and havoc left in
its wake, only eclipsed by a second
expedition during which Cornelis was
murdered and Frederik imprisoned. Their
exploits however heralded Dutch
domination of the East Indies, their
ruthless subjugation and exploitation of
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the local inhabitants and the establishment of
strongholds that lasting two centuries.
Frederik also left his mark as an astronomer
and linguist, charting constellations and
writing dictionaries, and among the first
Europeans to encounter a long-sought
southland.
Members are invited to dine (at their own
expense) with Dr Gray after the lecture. To
book please email Peter Ridgway by 14
November on pridgway3@gmail.com

Digitisation of the Bright Papers
By Jacqueline Elston

When I arrived at Bristol University (UK) in
1998 to research for my MA on the
engineering achievements of I. K. Brunel I
immediately took myself down to the
docks to see his iconic ship the SS Great
Britain. She was beautifully restored in her
original dry dock together with an
excellent museum and I became
captivated by the ship and her story. Later
the SS Great Britain formed the
centrepiece of my PhD on steamship
operation between Britain and Australia in
the mid19th century and that led me to the
extraordinary story of Gibbs, Bright & Co.
and the Liverpool & Australia Navigation
Company.
The SS Great Britain museum itself
yielded much information about the
passengers' experience on board the ship
as they sailed to and from Australia
however there was limited information on
Gibbs, Bright & Co. and its subsidiary
company the Liverpool & Australia
Navigation Company, which was created
to operate the ship from 1854. There was
almost no information in Liverpool as most
of the documents relating to the
companies were destroyed during WWII,
so I then turned my attention to the
University of Melbourne Archives in
Australia where I found the vital research
needed to complete my thesis.
I remembered that someone visited UMA
from the SS Great Britain museum and
when they saw all the boxes they were
quite horrified at how much time would be
needed to research all the material. I saw
that as a challenge and between 2002 and
2005 made three trips from the UK to
Melbourne. With the help of my husband
we sifted through 150 boxes of Gibbs,
Bright & Co material. The documents were
roughly separated out into boxes simply
labelled 1870s, 1850s, Gibbs Bright Legal
etc. and that was all we had to go on. We
had to grit our teeth and get on with the
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mammoth task of going
through every piece of
paper and quickly
identifying material of
relevance and setting it
aside for photocopying.
Needless to say there
was a considerable pile
at the end of our week.
It was a painstaking task
but also very exciting as a picture
gradually emerged of Gibbs, Bright &
Co.'s shipping operation as well as Bright
Bros. There was an absolute mine of
information. The wealth of documents in
front of my eyes was as significant and
valuable to me as the treasure which
Howard Carter saw in the Valley of the
Kings. Whilst exploring the boxes I
frequently glimpsed other tantalising
documents, irrelevant to the subject of my
thesis sadly, but tempting me to deviate
down an interesting side road. Some of
the documents related to the slave trade
which would have been interesting to
pursue.
Later we had the great pleasure of staying
with Charles and Primrose Bright in
Melbourne. Charles is the direct
descendant of Charles Edward Bright who
started Bright Bros & Co. with his brother
Reginald in 1853. We also stayed at
Shipway Lodge in Sorrento where I was
able to research many volumes of the
Bright Company papers and photograph
the numerous paintings of the ships the
company owned.
I was delighted to hear that the Bright
papers have finally been digitised. This is
a tremendous resource and I hope others
will be inspired to use it to delve further
into this fascinating aspect of our maritime
history.

The Story of the Third Reich on
Australia and New Zealand's
Doorstep
False Flags is an intriguing new book released by Australian author, Stephen
Robinson, telling the vivid storyy of how Nazi 'pirates' brought WWII to our
doorstep. Told from a unique Australian aspect, False Flags brings to life the
story of how disguised German raiders brought the war to our shores.
Many Australians think of WWII as a
conflict fought on foreign soil, and in
remote oceans. False Flags turns that
assumption on its head, telling the spinechilling story of how disguised German
raiders brought the war to the Southern
Oceans. From Fremantle to Hobart, and
from Newcastle to Apollo Bay, these pirate
raiders, went to extraordinary lengths to
conceal their true colours. Terrorising the
South Seas, they slipped extremely close
to shore, mining the approaches to our
major ports and shutting down shipping
lanes while the Australian Navy hunted
them across the Tasman Sea, Bass Strait
and the Great Australian Bight.
Bringing the stories of the raiders Orion,
Komet, Pinguin and Kormoran to life,
False Flags brings together the 62 sank or
captured ships that these raiders were
responsible for; including the infamous
Australian cruiser HMAS Sydney off the
coast of Western Australia 75 years ago
this year.
The book also gives light on the Allied
sailors who encountered these raiders and
fought suicidal battles against a superior
foe as well as the men, women and
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children who endured captivity on board the
raiders as prisoners of the Third Reich.
Author, Steven Robinson, studied Asian
history and politics at the University of
Western Australia, before working in the
Department of Veterans' Affairs researching
British atomic weapons tests. Steven was
also a policy officer in the Defence
Department and an officer in the Australian
Army Reserve and he gives a fascinating
perspective and unique collection of
Southern encounters with fighters of the
Third Reich.
Most incidents in False Flags have been
briefly mentioned in other works in passing
but False Flags consolidates all the events
into a single comprehensive narrative. It
goes deep into the events to fully explain
them with a particular emphasis on the
human stories from both German and Allied
points of view.
Stephen is scheduled to speak at The
Australian Maritime museum on November
17th. Details can be found here: http://

www.anmm.gov.au/whats-on/

2016 AAMH AGM
All members are welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting on
Monday 21 November commencing at 4pm, Murdoch University
Business School ground floor meeting room. Contact our Secretary
at john.spurling1@bigpond.com if you would like to join the meeting
by telephone, present your apologies or nominate someone (with
their permission) for President, Vice President, Secretary or
Treasurer.

Maritime Day
Maritime Day will be held on the 12th of
November at Victoria Quay, Fremantle. The
event will run from 10am until 4pm. The
Fremantle Ports have once again sponsored
the AAMH booth. It's a great family day out,
with lots of activities and things to see. We'd
love to see our members there.
Pictured: A few of the highlights from last year,
including AAMH President manning the booth.
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The AAMH Team
Committee

Editors

President

The Great Circle

Peter Ridgway
pridgway3@gmail.com

Vice President

Michael McCarthy
Michael.McCarthy@museum.wa.gov.au
Shipwreck Galleries, Cliff Street,
Fremantle, WA

Chris Maxworthy
cgmaxwor@gmail.com

Book Reviews Editor
Dr Howard Gray
hsgray@midwest.com.au
P.O. Box 1559, Geraldton, WA, 6530

Treasurer
Malcolm Tull
M.Tull@murdoch.edu.au

Newsletter Editor
Alexandra Ridgway
alexandra.ridgway30@gmail.com
7 Sinian Crescent, Willetton, WA, 6155

Secretary
John Spurling
john.spurling1@bigpond.com

State Representatives

New South Wales
Chris Maxworthy

Northern Territory
Paul Clark

Queensland
Ian Jempson

South Australia
TBA

Tasmania
TBA

Victoria
Mark Howard

Western Australia
Graeme Henderson

Thank you for your continued support of the AAMH! For
even more updates please like our facebook page!
Australian Association for Maritime History

