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Matching the subject of a book with an
appropriate independent and available
reviewer is not always easy, so if you think
you fit the bill for any of the titles that have
recently lobbed on my desk I would love to
hear from you! One advantage of being a
Reviews Editor is I get to at least skim-read
each one - but I will leave it to reviewers to
tell you how good they are! Remember you
get to keep the book as a bonus for the
satisfaction of seeing your review in print!
In the context of this the 400th Dirck Hartog
anniversary year, the next Great Circle will
feature an overview of texts dealing with the
discovery of the Australian continent by
Europeans. Your Reviews Editor would be
most appreciative if you could forward your
take on what you consider to be important
works, past or present, on this subject.
I look forward to hearing from you!
Dr Howard Gray
Book Reviews Editor, The Great Circle
P.O. Box 1559,
GERALDTON WA 6531
hsgray@midwest.com.au

FROM THE EDITOR
Hello All!
I am overwhelmed and extremely
happy with all of the information
and articles for the newsletter I
have been receiving over the past
couple of months! It's been great
to have such a wealth of topics to
choose from! I have had to hold
some over until the June issue, so
if an article you sent in didn't
make it this issue look out for it in
the next one! Particulary I'd like to
mention Chris Piper and his
wonderful photocard I received
about the Royal Barge at the
Barcelona Maritime Museum and
his discussion on the "Plight of
the United States" article in issue
138 of the newsletter. He was
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also enquiring if
anyone in the
AAMH
community has
an update on the
former sailing
ship City of
Adelaide. If
anyone does please send any
information to my email address!
Finally I'd like to remind you all about
the 7th International Congress of
Maritime History which will be hosted
in Perth this year and encourage those
of you who have yet to register to
please do so! It's set to be a great
conference.
Alex

President's
report
It is with pleasure that I can share
with you the news that David
Stevens has won the biannual
national Broeze maritime history
book award for In All Respects
Ready – Australia’s Navy In World
War One. The prize is awarded by
the Australian Association for
Maritime History and the Australian
National Maritime Museum
reflecting the wish of both
organisations to promote a broad
view of maritime history,
demonstrating how the sea and
maritime influences have been
central to shaping Australia, its
people and its culture. A full report
will appear in the June issue of the
Newsletter.
On a sadder note we learnt of the
passing of Professor Geoffrey
Bolton in September.
Professor Bolton studied at the
University of WA and went on to
study at Oxford University, before
returning to Australia in 1957,
where he had a long academic
career at the Australian National
University, Monash University and
the University of Queensland. In
1973, he became the Foundation
Professor of History at Murdoch
University, and was named an
Officer of the Order of Australia in
1984.
He retired from academia in 1996,
before serving as the Chancellor of
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Murdoch University from 2002 to 2006.
Professor Bolton was a member of The
Agreement between the Netherlands
and Australia Concerning Old Dutch
Shipwrecks (ANCODS) together with
Professor John Bach and two Dutch
representatives currently Ms Andrea
Otte, representative of the Dutch
Ministry of Culture and Mr Eric Strating,
Councillor, Embassy of the Kingdom of
Netherlands.
ANCODS was signed on 6 November
1972 and was a schedule to the
Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks
Act, 1976. The Act protects all
shipwrecks in Australian waters older
than 75 years. The function of
ANCODS is to determine the
ownership and subsequent disposition
between the Netherlands, Australia and
the State of Western Australia of the
artefacts recovered from Dutch
shipwrecks off the coast of Western
Australia.
Peter

Mariner’s Astralabe in
Batavia Park,
Geraldton
On December the 6th The batavia coast maritime
heritage Association unveiled the refurbishment
and enhancement of the Mariner's Astralobe.

This model of a mariner’s astrolabe
was originally installed near
Geraldton’s 1973-2001 Maritime
Museum, above a reflective pool. It
was completely refurbished as an
interactive exhibit and installed in
Batavia Park in 2015 by the Batavia
Coast Maritime Heritage
Association, with lots of input and
support from the local community,
the WA Museum, the City of Greater
Geraldton and others. The
interpretive signage and artwork
illustrating its context are a great
addition. It was unveiled by the
Honorary Dutch Consul Mr Arnold
Stroobach and his wife in December
2015 at a well-attended event.
The supporting bricks were
recovered from the Batavia,
wrecked on Morning Reef at the

Houtman
Abrolhos
Islands in
1629. They
were carried
as ‘paying
ballast’, to
be used in
building the
VOC’s
fortress
trading post
of Batavia in the East Indies.
The bronze for the astrolabe came
from the wreck of the Windsor, a steel
cargo vessel loaded with sandalwood
that in 1908 ran on to Half Moon Reef
in the Pelsaert Group of the Houtman
Abrolhos Islands.
If you are passing through check it out
and have a go at using it to line up the
sun and calculate your latitude. Sorry
about the longitude – that relied on
calculated guesswork in the 1600’s
with both discoveries and disasters as
consequences!
Article and photographs by Howard Gray
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The unveiling of the astralobe.
The AAMH would like to
congratulate the Batavia Coast
Maritime Heritage Association
for its remarkable refurbishment
and also its ability to garner
enthusiastic support of the
community, including the
donation of time and high-level
skills.

Thanks to the
team at Grill'd
Fremantle for
including the
AAMH in their
Community
Matters Program!
Pictured is
President of the
AAMH Peter
Ridgway
accepting the
cheque!
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Bass Strait: The
Western Approaches
Book now for this unique conference on Victoria’s Maritime Heritage

The Land and its People - The First Europeans - Sealers and Whalers
Settlers on the Shore - Sail and Steam - Fishers and Harbours

10 Pre

The President on duty at the AAMH
booth.

Limited places. Don’t miss out!
Sponsored by Maritime Museums of
Victoria Inc. and hosted by Flagstaﬀ Hill
Maritime Museum, Warrnambool
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Program and registration details at: www.ﬂagstaﬀhill.com
For more information please contact: Cindy Kelly email: Ckelly@warrnambool.vic.gov.au ph: 5559 4600

The Maritime Museums of Victoria
are sponsoring a conference in early
April this year which is to be hosted
by Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village at
Warrnambool, Western Victoria. The
theme of the conference is 'Bass
Strait: The Western Approaches'
and the intention is an exploration of
the West Coast of Victoria, and its
role in the maritime history of
Victoria.
The Maritime Museums of Victoria,
an umbrella museum with a board
composed of representatives from
every maritime museum in the
State, endeavours to run an open
conference every three to four
years.
The Warrnambool conference, set
to be the fourth in the series, will
have a range of speakers that will
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cover an array of subjects directly
associated with Western Victorian
maritime heritage.
The spectacular western coast of
Victoria has a particularly rich maritime
history. More than 180 wrecks and
strandings have been recorded in the
harbours and bay anchorages and on
the intervening wild and beautiful
shores of this Shipwreck Coast.
Situated squarely in the middle of this
stretch of coastline and providing one
of its premier attractions is the city of
Warrnambool. Flagstaff Hill Maritime
Village with its maritime museum and
outdoor village, its 1890s battery and
working lighthouses is a state heritage
site located on an extensive elevated
area overlooking Warrnambool
harbour and Lady Bay. The museum
displays and interprets local maritime

history from earliest times and
includes Australia’s richest
collection of shipwreck artefacts.
On the other hand the precinct of
the maritime village provides an
insight to the work practices,
professions and activities taking
place in a regional port of the
1870s. This was an era in which
sail was rapidly being supplanted
by steam afloat and railways
were burgeoning ashore, a lively Jack Koskey Collection. © Maritime Museums of Victoria Inc.
period of intense competition
when sea trade and passenger traffic
context. His first Ballarat volume,
was at its peak between the regional
Lucky City, received the 1978-9
ports of Bass Strait, the Western
Ernest Scott Prize for published
Coast of Victoria and the SouthAustralian history.
Eastern Coast of South Australia. The Along with Weston Bate, other
well-displayed indoor galleries and the speakers at the event include
extensive outdoor premises with
Damein Bell, Anne Grant, Brendan
original fittings make Flagstaff Hill
Jarret, Garry Kerr, David
Maritime Village a gem amongst the
McGinness, John Sherwood,
outstanding attractions of the Great
Gordon Stokes, Walter Stuart,
Ocean Road.
Marten Syme (AAMH life member)
Believed to be the first time a
concerted effort has been made to
draw the threads of this maritime
history together in such a form, the
conference will include an impressive
line up of speakers. One such speaker
will be Weston Bate, distinguished
educator, historian, poet, golfer,
sometimes singer extraordinaire and
patron of the Maritime Museums of
Victoria. His first work, A History of
Brighton has been credited with
breathing life into many local history
societies and encouraging a new style
of local history which places local
communities within the wider historical
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and Bernard Wallace.
It is set to be a remarkable
conference and the AAMH wishes
the very best for the Maritime
Museums of Victoria and the
Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village in the
running of the event.
The conference will run from the 8th
to the 10th of April, for more
information and registration forms
head to the website:
http://www.flagstaffhill.com/aboutus/location/Exhibitions/maritimemuseum/

The Maritime Heritage
association of victoria
The Maritime Heritage
Association of Victoria
(MHAV) is a state
umbrella organisation for
over forty historical and
commercial
organizations with
maritime connections.
Its headquarters are at
Seaworks Maritime
Exhibition, a permanent
display of nautical
artefacts, ship models, paintings
and photos, located at Nelson
Place, in the Melbourne bay side
suburb of Williamstown. The
Association publishes a quarterly
newsletter and, in association with
Seaworks, occasionally organises
special events.
One such function in 2015 marked
the 150th anniversary of the visit to
Melbourne, in 1865, by the
Confederate commerce raider CSS
Shenandoah. The event was
organised over a holiday longweekend and featured historical reenactments, live music, an
exhibition of civil war memorabilia
and the unveiling of a
commemorative plaque.
The Confederate warship
Shenandoah departed Liverpool in
1864 and was at sea for twelve
months and 17 days, during which
time she travelled 96,000 km,
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The Shenandoah at dry dock, Williamstown,
Melbourne, 1865. (Photographer unknown)

captured or sank 38 union vessels and
took almost 1,000 prisoners.
Shenandoah reached Melbourne on
25 January 1865, in need or repairs,
provisions and crewmen. Thousands
of sightseers came to see the vessel
during her stay, and the officers and
seamen attended various social
functions ashore, including a
"Buccaneers Ball" at Ballarat. Britain
and her colonies were officially neutral
in the conflict and guards were
stationed around the vessel to prevent
anyone from joining the crew. In spite
of this precaution, 42 local men
managed to get aboard and once at
sea were signed on as crewmen, more
than making up for the 19 seamen
who deserted Shenandoah in
Melbourne.
Written by Mark Howard

MH370 search
discovers 19th
century
shipwreck
A vessel in the search for missing
Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 has
made the amazing discovery of
what is thought to be a shipwreck
from the 1800s.
About 80 metres in length, it is the
second shipwreck discovered by
accident in seven months in the
search for the missing aircraft.
The Havila Harmony was in the
search area on December 19 when
sonar contact was made with an
object on the seabed.
A spokesman for the Joint Agency
Coordination Centre said early
analysis suggested the object was
likely man-made, probably a
shipwreck.
"The search vessel was tasked with
further investigation and around two
weeks later captured a highresolution sonar image, confirming
that it was the wreck of a ship," he
said.
An expert at the Shipwreck Galleries
of the Western Australian Museum
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believes the vessel dated from the
turn of the 19th century.
Maritime archaeologist Ross
Anderson said it looked like a
large iron or steel sailing ship
sitting upright and very intact
dating from mid-to-late 19th
century or possibly the early 20th
century.
"It appears it is collapsing in
classic iron ship fashion with the
bow and stern triangles upright
and intact, and side plating
collapsing out to starboard," he
said.
Mr Anderson was not able to
identify the name of the ship
based on the image provided.
"It is a bit hard with the grainy
image to determine if it is three or
four masted, which would narrow
the possibilities, although it is a
large vessel some 80 metres in
length," he said.
"So many ships have been lost
over the years, it is all but
impossible to identify vessels or
their country of manufacture or
port of origin without being able
to do more detailed artefact
studies."
Mr Anderson said the best clue
was often something like crockery
that may have visible the name of

the shipping line or similar
information.
Last May, the wreck of what was
suspected to be a mid-19th century
cargo ship was also found in the
search area.
Images taken by an automated
underwater vehicle revealed several
man-made objects including an
anchor, and a box-shaped object
about six metres long. Black rocks
scattered across the seabed were
thought to be coal.
The museum's maritime
archaeologists at the time were able to
identify it as a wooden sailing ship with
a cargo of coal.
Another search vessel, the Fugro
Discovery arrived in Fremantle for a
scheduled resupply visit in January
and was due to arrive back in the
search area around January 19.
A third ship, the Fugro Equator,
continues to conduct search
operations. It will return to Fremantle
for a scheduled resupply visit in early
February.
More than 80,000 square kilometres of
the sea floor has been scoured so far
of a 120,000 square kilometre search
area.
It is anticipated the search will be
completed around the middle of the
year.
Australia has led the international
search for the plane, which vanished
on its way from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing on March 8, 2014. Six
Australians were among the 239
passengers and crew on board when
it disappeared.
The Australian Transport Safety

Bureau is focusing its search on the
southern-most part of their targeted
area in the "seventh arc" of the
Indian Ocean, over a slightly wider
terrain, with only one-quarter of the
area where the plane was most
likely to be found left to be
searched.
Written by Ray Sparvell for WAtoday

Looking for a good
read?

Aaron Jaffer's "Lascars and Indian Ocean Seafaring 1780-1860",
published late last year, is a fascinating look at this aspect of the Indian
Ocean's maritime history.
Lascars were seamen from the Indian subcontinent and other areas of
the Indian Ocean region who were employed aboard European ships
from the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries. They experienced difficult
working conditions and came from a wide variety of ethnic, cultural and
religious backgrounds, which created considerable scope for friction
between them and their European officers.
This book, based on extensive original research, examines the role of
lascars employed aboard country ships, East Indiamen and other British
sailing vessels. The focus is on protest in its various forms, from mild
unrest to violent acts of mutiny in which lascar crews murdered officers,
seized ships and then sought refuge with local rulers. It is only through
descriptions of such events - found in logbooks, seafaring diaries and the
East India Company's judicial records - that many aspects of lascar life at
sea become visible and lascar voices can be heard.
Through the study of mutiny and other forms of protest, the book
provides a detailed insight into shipboard conditions amongst lascars
employed during this period.
The book is available for purchase at www.boydellandbrewer.com
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Thank you for your continued support of the AAMH! For
even more updates please like our facebook page!
Australian Association for Maritime History

