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400 Years On: Dirk Hartog's Landing
in WA
2016 will mark the 400th anniversary of the
landing of Dirk Hartog's ship Eendracht off
the coast of Western Australia.
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To celebrate the landing of the first
European on Western Australian soil, The
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and the Consulate general in Sydney have
announced several 2016 initiatives to
recieve a Shared Cultural Heritage
contribution from the Dutch Missions in
Australia.
The events will be held in Perth, Sydney
and Canberra during 2016.
The upcoming AAMH newsletters will be
showcasing the events and cultural
initiatives, which include: a book about the
life of Dirk Hartog and his voyages, Museum
projections and special exhibits, and a
picnic concert featuring Australian and
Dutch composers.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
This issue of the QN introduces our
new editor and a new format. I trust
members will make Alex welcome
and support her with news items
from across the country. This issue
includes a special item from Alston
Kennerley. I congratulate Alston
Kennerley, a good friend of the
AAMH, with co-authors Dr Helen
Doe and Professor Philip Payton
(Professor of History at Flinders
University) in winning the Gorsedd
prize for their book The Maritime
History of Cornwall.
Congratulations also to AAMH Vice
President Chris Maxworthy on
promotion to Lt Commander
(RANR) and his new role in the
RAN.
Dr Cindy McCreery has kindly
agreed to deliver this year’s
Vaughan Evens Memorial lecture.
Her lecture will be published in a
2016 issue of the Great Circle.
Grill’d Fremantle will donate up to
$300 to the AAMH if enough diners
nominate us as their community
organisation of choice. Even if you
can’t make it during the voting

period (September), there are many
other worthy local organisations for
which you can vote.
And finally a reminder about the
International Congress of Maritime
History in 2016. This is a great
opportunity for members to meet
international maritime historians. See
www.icmh7.com.au for details.
Peter

Fancy a
Burger?
The wonderful team at Grill'd
Fremantly have given the AAMH a
jar for the month of September
through their Local Matters Program.
If we get the most tokens- Grill'd will
donate $300 to the AAMH!

Introducing the Editor
Hello all AAMH members!
I am thrilled to announce that I will
be the new editor for the AAMH
newsletter.
My name is Alexandra Ridgway and
I am a third year Communications,
Political Science and International
Relations student at the University
of Western Australia. I couldn't be
more excited about the opportunity
to work with such a fantastic
organisation like the AAMH. I am
excited to take on the job and give
the newsletter a fresh look, while
still maintaining the excellent quality
of information throughout all
disciplines in the field.

My fascination with maritime history
was only made stronger when I lived
in the port city of Bergen, Norway for
6 months on a study abroad
program. However I do look forward
to further exploring this captivating
field.
Issue 137 of the AAMH newsletter
was a joy to bring together. I would
like to thank all those who
contributed to my first issue, and I
hope you all find it a pleasure to
read.

As the daughter of AAMH president
Peter Ridgway, I was introduced to
the world of maritime history at a
young age. I have fond memories of
exploring the Maritime Museum
Shipwreck Galleries in Fremantle
with my Dad and learning about the
unique Australian maritime history.

I look forward to any feedback on
this issue of the newsletter and I
encourage all to contribute ideas,
news and information to the
upcoming newsletters by sending an
email to
alexandra.ridgway30@gmail.com
Alex

The Maritime History
of Cornwall: From
Concept to
Publication
On the 15th of July, Dr Alston Kennerly and coeditor Helen Doe attended the literary awards of
the Cornish Gorsedd, with their publication The
Maritime History of Cornwall winning in it's
category. But it wasn't an easy road to
success...

It was in 1991 that the late Dr.
Stephen Fisher first floated a
maritime history of Cornwall as a
possible research and publishing
project, at a management
committee meeting of the University
of Exeter’s Centre for Maritime
Historical Studies.

2002 the project
seemed to have
lapsed.

By that stage the Leverhume-funded
New Maritime History of Devon
project was well advanced and the
question was: what next? There had
been many presentations on
aspects relating to Cornish maritime
topics at the annual maritime history
seminars conferences run by the
Centre since 1967, and Cornwall
surely deserved a similar study.
Indeed Exeter University already
had an outpost in the County, the
Institute of Cornish Studies.

Meanwhile, Helen
Doe had begun
promoting occasional
Cornish maritime
history conferences
held at the maritime
museum in Falmouth,
Cornwall, which
attracted very good
numbers of
participants. She had become a
visiting professor at Exeter taking on
the non-naval maritime teaching there,
previously delivered by Stephen
Fisher. His legacy to the Centre
included the files and short draft texts
arising from the late 1990s
conferences.

In the event research finance was
proving increasingly hard to get in
the 1990s. Although The New
Maritime History of Devon appeared
in two volumes in 1992 and 1994, it
was no longer possible to employ a
dedicated research fellow or obtain
research grants to fund publishing.
Nevertheless Stephen Fisher kept
the project alive with two one day
potential contributors conferences in
the late 1990s. With his death in

Philip Payton and Alston Kennerley
were also connected with Exeter,
Philip becoming Professor of Cornish
History at the Institute of Cornish
Studies, and Alston undertaking his
research degrees there and attending
the annual Centre conferences for
over forty years. Both had sea
experience, in the Royal Navy and the
Merchant Navy respectively. Both had
been contributors to the second
volume of the New Maritime History of

Devon. The Cornish project was not
forgotten, and the three were a
natural, experienced group to
resurrect it. So in 2004 they held their
first meeting: was it possible without a
research grant? If so, who is the target
readership; what periods should it
cover; what topics should it include or
omit; what should the structure of the
work be; had Stephen left any
guidelines; how many volumes should
there be; where could pump-priming
finance be found; which publisher
should we approach; and what is
maritime history?
Little did the prospective editors
realise that a decade would pass
before the project could be brought to
fruition.
Aware that multi-author collections of
papers were frequently criticised for
lack of cohesion and that publishers
were not over keen to accept that
format, they knew that they had to find
a structure, as well as topics and
contributors that would address those
concerns.

Treating themselves to some
"away days" the editors
considered all these issues and
others. They agreed that the
period to be covered from prehistory to the 21st century should
be broken into five parts, with
each part opening with an
editorial overview or introduction.
These, they hoped, would provide
the needed integration and allow
the inclusion of short sections on
topics not found in contributors’
special essays. Using the widest
definition of maritime (human
interaction with the waters of the
world) implied a vast array of
topics; special contributions would
cover all the big themes for
Cornwall and focus on lesser
known but still important themes,
but would not include historical
topics which were overworked.
Quite early in the process they
sought out a well-established
publisher with a backlist on the
south west of England history and
a series on Maritime History. The
University of Exeter Press was

Painting: Off the Cornish Coast, by David James 1837

already an independent publisher but
conveniently on the campus at Exeter.
Numerous meetings helped establish
a single volume format, the structure
of the volume, the selection of topics
for special treatment and word limits.
Only after these stages could they
consider invitations to contributors.
The practicalities above meant that by
no means all the earlier conference
participants could be included and that
others had to be invited to fill topics
not previously raised. Some people
regretfully had to be disappointed.
The approach to the project had
become collaboration between the
publisher, the editors and the twentythree invited contributors.
These last were given a strict limit of a
mere 4,000 words and three or four
illustrations. The editors each provided
a chapter and contributed material for
each of the five section introductions.
Always in mind was the need to help
the reader, to achieve cohesion of the
material presented and style, and to
cover the broad definition of maritime
history. The work had to be
academically robust yet cater for a
popular readership. Local
organisations in Devon and Cornwall
contributed sufficient funding to make
the project viable for the publisher and
HRH The Duke of Cornwall agreed to
contribute the Foreword.
Perseverance finally paid off when The
Maritime History of Cornwall was
published on 8 November 2014 at a
launch event hosted by the National
Maritime Museum Cornwall, Falmouth.
So far academics and general readers
have very well received the book.

The Certificate recieved for 'The
Maritime History of Cornwall.'

It is gratifying to the team that at the
annual Cornish literature awards of
the Cornish Gorsedh in Truro on 14
July 2015, the volume received the
award for the category in which it
had been nominated. Co-editors
Alston Kennerley and Helen Doe
attended the event, receiving the
award on behalf of University of
Exeter Press, co-editor Philip Payton
and the other contributors.

The AAMH would like to congratulate Dr
Alston Kennerly and co. on their recent
achievement and thank his contribution to
this quarter's newsletter.

Maritime Day 2015
The Fremantle Ports Maritime Day
Expo is on Saturday the 31st of
October at Victoria Quay, Fremantle
Port. Running from 10am-4pm, it's a
great day out for all ages with
personnel from HMAS Stirling
showcasing the Royal Australian
Navy, lots of displays about
maritime education and careers,
and children's activities and musical
entertainment! Admission is free
and the AAMH will also have a stall
on the day!

Crowds enjoying Maritime Day 2014

An Invitation...
Members and guests of the AAMH!
You are invited to the Vauhgan Evens
Memorial lecture on the 20th
November at the WA Maritime
Museum, Fremantle. This year we are
very excited to announce Dr Cindy
McCreery will be lecturing 'The Sailor
Prince who got shot: Prince Alfred,
HMS Galatea, and Australia's First
Royal Tour, 1867-68.'
This talk will explain why in 1867-68
most Australians welcomed Queen
Victoria's second son, a serving officer
in the Royal Navy and Captain of HMS
Galatea, but it will also divulge why
one shot him!
Prince Alfred (1844-1900), the second
son of Queen Victoria, was the first
member of the British royal family to
visit the Australian colonies, in 1867-8.
Alfred was welcomed as a member of

the Royal Navy as well as the royal
family. This talk discusses the
Australian visit and explains its
significance for our naval as well as
our national history. The talk will be
illustrated with numerous images of
Prince Alfred, his ship and crew in
Australia.
Members and guests are also
invited to join Dr McCreery for
dinner at a local restaurant after the
lecture!
Book online through the WA Museum
Website or ring: 1300 134 081
Lecture commences 6.00pm, NWS
Theatre, WA Maritime Museum, Victoria
Quay Fremantle
For booking purposes please contact
Peter Ridgway if you would like to attend
the dinner at pridgway3@gmail.com or
mobile 0468 987 505.

Mission to
Seafarers
Mission to Seafarers

Maritime Archives

The Mission to Seafarers is
celebrating its 193rd anniversary in
Australia. It traces its establishment
back to the Sydney Bethel Union
Society that was formed in Sydney
in 1822.

The Victorian Mission to Seafarers
was established on the first of July,
1857 and began its work on an exprison hulk called the Emily anchored
in Hudson Bay at Williamstown.

The Mission to Seafarers is an
international mission of the Anglican
Church that cares for the practical
and spiritual welfare of seafarers of
all nationalities and faiths. While
most seafarers are well treated,
some are still abandoned in ports far
from their homes, or remain unpaid
or forced to work in unsafe or
unacceptable conditions. The
Mission through their Flying Angel
Club facilities in major Australian
ports provide respite, transport,
accommodation, spiritual and
consular-like assistance. This can
range from enabling them to
telephone or email home, to offering
comfort to the bereaved and
assisting in cases of injustice and
distress.
Similarly, the Catholic Apostleship of
the Sea, known to seafarers around
the world as Stella Maris, also
provides services to care for the
spiritual, social and material welfare
of all seafarers.

The Mission has retained a substantial
amount of records that may be of
interest to members that document its
charitable work dating back to this
time. A curatorial team is in the
process of digitising and cataloguing
its collection that consists of
approximately 10,000 photographs,
documents and objects of great social,
spiritual and historic significance. The
collection includes material such as
marriage and baptismal certificates,
shipping records and newspaper
clippings.

The Ladies' Harbour Lights Guild
Small round lapel badge denoting Ladies Harbour
Lights Guild and its association with Mission to
Seamen (Mission to Seafarers). The badge
incorporates the logo flag of Mission to Seamen.

Loading Fish Flour 0200 Allan Charles Quinn collection -‐ The Collection of Mission to Seafarers Victoria.
http://victoriancollections.net.au/items/50076c152162ef0e30063cb8

Announcements

AAMH AGM
The annual AAMH AGM will be held Monday the
30th of November!
Start time: 4pm, at Murdoch Business School
Conference Room

Admiralty Prize Papers Archive
The University of New South Wales has secured access to the
Admiralty Prize Papers archive (parts 1-3).
The Prize Papers are an archive of records pertaining to merchant
shipping in the North Atlantic theatre, collected by English courts
from about 1600-1856. During periods when England was at war
with other foreign maritime powers, English sea captains had the
right to seize merchant shipping in the service of the enemy
powers. So called prize courts and prise commissioners would
make judgements on the seized merchant ships and whether they
could legally be claimed as a "prize". These courts would conduct
detailed interrogations of the captains and crews of the seized
vessels, based on a standard set of questions about the ship and
its cargo. The result is a useful historical archive of shipping
consensus data.
For the last several years Brill has been working with UK National
Archives to scan the major portions of the Prize Papers archive
and make them available as an online resource. Unfortunately at
this stage only UNSW staff or students will have access to the
papers, however maritime historians who have serious interest in
this should make enquiries at UNSW Canberra (ADFA) to obtain
visiting fellow status at UNSW.
When completed the Prize Papers online will comprise of five
modules, the first two have been completed and work is underway
to finish the third by 2016.
Prize Papers Online 1: American Revolutionary War and Fourth Anglo-Dutch
War
Prize Papers Online 2: Seven Years' War and War of the Austrian
Succession
Prize Papers Online 3: First, Second, and Third Anglo-Dutch War and War of
the Spanish Succession
Prize Papers Online 4: Napoleonic Wars I (1793-1803)
Prize Papers Online 5: Napoleonic Wars II (1803-1813)
-Christopher Dawkins
Collection Services Librarian
Acadmey Library
UNSW Canberra (at ADFA)

International Lighthouse
Lightship Weekend
Point Moore, Geraldton

As part of International Lighthouse
Lightship Weekend, the Point Moore
Lighthouse open day was a terrific
‘feel-good’ community event which
demonstrated the affection
Geraldtonites have for their lighthouse!
A turnout of over one thousand
patiently waited their turn for their few
minutes inside the base of the
lighthouse. The actual ‘hug’ (the big
idea was to set a world record for the
number of people hugging a
lighthouse) turned out a bit of a
schmozzle as many did not want to
lose their spot in the queue in which
they had patiently waited their turn.
The local amateur radio club
participated, seeking to contact other
operators at lighthouses around the
world.

Kids hug Courtesy Sarah Taillier ABC

From a heritage
point of view the
1878 Point Moore
Lighthouse is of
great interest. The
engineering behind
the steel structure,
the technological
context of its
original design and
progressive
modernisation and
ultimate
obsolescence
(although
maintained
operationally), all tell a great story.
The rich social history which imbues
it also engenders a considerable
heritage value. It is justifiably
considered an ‘iconic’ feature of
Geraldton.
-By Dr Howard Gray

Above Lighthouse- Barry Porter
Internal- Howard Gray
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Thankyou for your continued support of the AAMH! For
even more updates please like our facebook page!
Australian Association for Maritime History

