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Interpreting the Duyfken: the design and construction of a 17" century Dutch jacht

The final product: the Duyfken replica. Image supplied
by Nick Burningham.

The Duyfken replica was originally
commissioned to counter two of
Australia’s popular historical myths:
that Dirck Hartog was the first Euro-
pean to set foot in Australia and
that Captain Cook ‘discovered’ Aus-
tralia.

Both of these landmark maritime
achievements were accomplished by
the Duyfken and her crew on their
1606 Voyage of Discovery.

In setting out the build a replica of
this historic 17th century jacht, the
team had a massive challenge to
overcome: they didn't have any
plans whatsoever to go on.
Consequently, designing a replica
that could sail as well as the original
involved extensive research based
on iconography (studying artworks
of 17th century Dutch vessels),
mathematical modelling and ar-
chaeological research.

There were many interesting revela-
tions along the way, but the major
breakthrough in the research came
with the discovery of information on
a shipwreck that contradicted a
common assumption about early
Dutch vessels.

Principle researcher and designer on
the project, Nick Burningham says
“there’s always been this general
assumption that early Dutch ships
had a flat bottom. But flat bottomed
ships don’t sail very well. This ship-
wreck had a wineglass-type cross-
section, which fit better with our

knowledge of the Duyfken as a very
fast ship, a pursuer.”
“We used the shape of that shipwreck
for our cross-section shape and then
it became possible to design a ship
that could sail as well as the original.”
While modern naval architecture re-
lies on line drawings to inform the
construction of vessels this practice
has only emerged in the last two
hundred years or so. In the 17th cen-
tury vessels that could sail equally as
well as modern ships built to design,
were built, using a free-form tech-
gue called shell-first struction.
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The planks were fitted one at a time to the shell. Image
supplied by Nick Burningham.

With this technique, the shell is
formed first and then the planks,
which have been softened over an
open fire, are twisted and shaped to
fit the frame. The performance of the
ship was the product of the ship-
wright’s experience alone.

A major aim, when constructing this
replica was to use these original tech-
niques. An ambitious goal considering
a ship such as the Duyfken had not
been constructed for over 350 years
and the shell-first technique had
never before been used to construct
a 17th century Dutch replica.

LT

-

scribes the re-learning process he
and his team had to undertake to
use this traditional technique.

“It was interesting because although
we always had this shape that had
been created by Nick and Adriaan
(de Jong), actually it was the plank-
ing that defined the shape, because
you can only do so much with wood
and fire. You can only twist it so
much before it will break.”

“It was a sort of experimental ar-
chaeology”

“I'm very proud of the finished prod-
uct” he says.

Since completion the Duyfken has
acted as unofficial ambassador for
Australia, travelling to South East
Asia, India, Africa and Europe, as
well as acting as an educational tool
here in Australia.

Now, for the first time in six years,
the Duyfken has returned to its
home in Fremantle where it will stay
for the next ten years as a tourist
attraction and educational tool.

Both Mr Leonard and Mr Burningham
are delighted to see the Duyfken re-
turn to Perth.

“I'm thrilled to see her again. She's
looking sea-worn but still very ro-
bust” says Mr Burningham.

Information on the Duyfken volun-
teer program can be found at
www.duyfken.com/volunteers
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I trust all is well
=~ with you and that
 maritime history
is alive and well
where you are.
This year is turn-
ing out to be an-
other eventful
one and I am
pleased to report
the following developments:

The AAMH and Murdoch University
were successful in bidding for the In-
ternational Maritime History Associa-
tion's 2016 International Congress of
Maritime History. This will be the first
time the Congress has been held out-
side of Europe. Congratulations to Dr
Joseph Christensen and Professor Mal-
colm Tull for their work towards mak-
ing this a successful bid. Work will
commence shortly on building further
partnerships to make it a successful
international event. The OceansPastIV
Conference in November is also coming
along very well. Our contribution will
pay many dividends as it is shaping up
to be well attended by Australian and
international delegates.

Ms Natasha Prokop has been appointed
as our new Quarterly newsletter editor.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Joseph Christensen for his work
over the last four years. Joseph re-

signed at the beginning of the year
due to heavy work commitments
but continued to assist with the first
two editions for 2012.

Over 70 people attended the annual
Ken McPherson Memorial Lecture
presented by Dr Jeremy Green on
Australia's contribution to maritime
archaeology and history in Sri-
Lanka. The Vaughan Even Memorial
Lecture is also fast approaching and
will be given by Dr Ruth Balint from
the University of New South
Whales.

The AAMH—ANMM Frank Broeze
maritime history book prize compe-
tition is well underway, with the
winner to be announced shortly. I
thank Jeffrey Mellefont at the
ANMM for his work on this great
initiative.

I represented the AAMH at the
launch of 'Silent Memories' a book
on Ukranian migrants (many of
whom came by sea to Australia af-
ter WWII) and discovered there is
an active group of historians work-
ing on the histories of migrants to
Australia. This work is connected to
the Welcome Walls initiative. If you
haven't seen a Welcome Wall, pop
down to the ANMM in Sydney or the
WA Maritime Museum. Are there
similar initiatives in your areas?

I would like to thank Professor
Sturm and his team for the special
edition of the Great Circle on Sub-
marines. Professor Sturma’s term
as editor is drawing to a close and
we are actively looking for a suc-
cessor.

You may recall that we conducted a
membership survey (the results of
which were published in the June
edition of the newsletter) and held
a workshop in July to consider our
future. Both activities were a great
success.

At the workshop it was discussed
that one of the challenges for a non
-profit, volunteer-based organisa-
tion like ours is sustainability. Suc-
cession planning is one aspect of
that. A key recommendation of the
workshop was that the AAMH pre-
pare a business plan to roadmap
how we can become a sustainable
and energetic organisation, better
able to meet our aims.

The Executive has consequently
met and agreed to have a business
plan prepared. Another recommen-
dation was that of partnering with
other organisations and individuals
on specific projects.

This concept is currently being dis-
cussed and I look forward to com-
municating the outcome in the near
future.

Notice of Australian Association of Maritime History 2012 Annual General Meeting

T 1he Australian Association
' for Maritirme History ine.

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Australian Association for Maritime
History
11am Sunday December 9
Boardroom Shipwrecks Gallery
WA Maritime Museum
Cliff Street, Fremantle
The 2012 Annual General Meeting will
be held on Sunday December 9, at
11:00am in the Shipwreck Gallery of
the Western Australian Maritime Mu-

seum, Cliff Street, Fremantle.

All members are invited to attend
the meeting, at which nominations
for Executive positions will be called
for and the office bearers will be
elected for the forthcoming year.
The positions of President, Vice-
President, Treasurer and Secretary
are all open for nomination.

A reminder that although tradition-
ally members of the Executive have
been located in the same state, this
should not preclude members from

other states nominating.

The new Executive will be involved
in deciding how best to implement
the recommendations from the July
Workshop and deciding future di-
rections for the AAMH. Members
are encouraged to take the oppor-
tunity to be a part of this exciting
process.

I'm sure all members will join me
in thanking the current Executive
for their contributions to the organi-
sation over the past term.




From the editor...

As the new edi-
tor, I'm excited
. to be welcomed
into the Asso-

|

ciation and
ihave already
'been over-

' whelmed by the
warmth I have
received.

A little bit about
myself: I am currently studying Ma-
rine Science and Journalism at Mur-
doch University, Western Australia
and I have a keen interest in all
things aquatic. Already the things I
have uncovered researching this edi-
tion of the newsletter have fasci-
nated me and I'm eager to learn
more about this area.

Having spoken to various members
of the AAMH I hold the hope of re-
capturing the spirit of the early
AAMH newsletters and better meet-
ing the needs of the AAMH member-
ship. To this end, I would like to es-
tablish a dialogue with any inter-
ested members as to how best to
achieve these goals.

I would encourage members to con-
tact me with any ideas or feedback,
via my email address
(natasha prokop@live.com.au),
which is also displayed at the back of
this newsletter and on the website. I
would encourage members to com-
plete the short nine question survey
on how to improve the newsletter,

which can also be accessed on the
newsletter page of the AAMH website
(http://www.aamh.asn.au/
newsletter.html). Ian Chambers and
myself have been involved in updat-
ing this page to better inform mem-
bers and hopefully in future provide
a communication hub. The newslet-
ter page now contains a list of past
newsletter editors, pdf links to past
editions of the newsletter, informa-
tion on the history of the newsletter
and also information on the future
directions for the newsletter.

The AAMH is currently assessing the
viability of an e-newsletter to be
emailed directly to members. This
would help save on production costs
of the newsletter and offer the po-
tential to include more content and
links to further information. How-
ever, the AAMH recognises that an e
-newsletter may not be ideal for all
members. Therefore hard-copy
newsletters will still be the dominant
form of distribution.

I would like to encourage any mem-
bers interested in receiving the
AAMH newsletter as an e-newsletter
to contact me via email so that I can
add your email address to the mem-
bership database. Once the AAMH
has confirmed that the e-newsletter
will go ahead, you will then receive a
confirmation email. As soon as the
first e-newsletter is completed, this
too, will be sent to you via email.

I would like to emphasise that for

Call for papers for Sea Stories conference extended

The Sea Stories: Maritime Land-
scapes, Cultures and Histories con-
ference has extended its deadline for
the submission of papers until De-
cember 1.

The conference itself will be held at
the University of Sydney on June 12
to June 14 2013. This conference
aims to provide a forum for examin-
ing the complex interactions of peo-

ples, places, environments and cul-
tures across the maritime landscapes
of Australasia and the Pacific.

The conference organising commit-
tee are inviting papers which address
the following themes: Indigenous
and European histories: intersections
and engagements, the European
imaginary: coasts, coastal land-
scapes and landforms, communities,

members that would still prefer to
receive their newsletter in the post,
you have no obligation to sign up to
the e-newsletter and will receive
your copy in the post until such time
as you email me to confirm that you
wish to receive the e-newsletter in-
stead.

I'm very excited to be introducing a
new newsletter format and new con-
tent. These changes have been
made largely in response to member
comments on the 2012 Membership
Survey as well as suggestions made
by the Executive and are aimed at
meeting the needs of AAMH mem-
bers.

I am also pleased to announce that
with the assistance of you, the
AAMH members, and the Western
Australian Maritime Museum, I will
be reintroducing the Question and
Answer section of the newsletter.
Any queries I receive will be pub-
lished in the next edition of the
newsletter, giving members the op-
portunity to respond with answers or
the WAMM the opportunity to utilise
it’s significant maritime database to
assist in answering these queries.

To post a query simply email me, or
alternatively send your query in the
post to the AAMH general correspon-
dence address (GPO Box 1873 Fre-
mantle WA 6959. Fremantle W.A.
6959).

I look forward to the discussions to
come and hope that together we can
steer the newsletter into exciting
new territory.

cultures and maritime materialities,
maritime objects, maritime memo-
ries, networks of trade and ex-
change or narratives, folk traditions
and performances .

Individuals interested in submitting
a paper should submit a 250 word
abstract to:
annie.clarke@sydney.edu.au by De-
cember 1 at the latest.
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Remembering Vaughan Evans, co-founder of the AAMH

Vaughan
Evans,
along with
Frank
Broeze
and John
Bach,
founded
the Aus-
tralian

- Associa-
tion of
Maritime
History in 1978. Vaughan also
served as Secretary, Newsletter
Editor and Co-Editor of The Great
Circle journal. I spoke with his
widow, Halycon Evans, about this
extraordinary man.

Vaughan Evans was born in London
in 1924. It was here, in London,
that he and his brother Roy devel-
oped a love of ships and model
ships from a young age.

Vaughan would have been content
to pursue his maritime interest as a
career, but his colour-blindness
stopped him from attending the
Merchant Naval College. It was the
combination of this, and the onset
of war, that steered Vaughan away
from such a career.

Instead, he served in the Royal
Navy during the Second World War
and upon returning he began work-
ing for Lloyd's of London. During
this time, Vaughan continued to
pursue his interests in maritime
history; he founded the Thames

Vaughan Evans.

“He

Shiplovers and Model Ship Society and
became the youngest member of the
Council of the Society for Nautical Re-
search.

In 1955, Vaughan migrated to Austra-
lia. He first moved to Melbourne and

then later to Sydney where he found

work at the Prudential Assurance
Company, a position he maintained
until his retirement in 1984. It was
also here in Sydney that Vaughan met
his wife, Halycon. They married in
1960.

Halycon says Vaughan’s passion for
maritime history was more than just a
hobby “it was like he had two careers.
It certainly became like a full-time
career once he retired.”

But, she said, he considered himself
as merely an amateur historian, de-
spite his wealth of knowledge, in the
sense that he studied it out of love for

"He was very enthusiastic. He
had a great sense of humour”

it, not because he got paid for it.
especially enjoyed making
wooden models of instruments, like
early navigation instruments. He was
particularly interested in early clocks;
how they worked and what a differ-
ence they made to naval navigation”

Together with Frank Broeze and John

Bach, Vaughan established the AAMH
in 1978. “They started the Association
because they thought there should be
a society for anyone interested in
maritime history. For people like

themselves.”

As the Association’s first newsletter
editor, Vaughan found composing
the newsletter to be a great pleas-
ure. “He simply loved writing. He
really loved writing to people and
answering their queries and he en-
joyed writing about what was going
on in the field of maritime history.”
In 1988, the Australian bicentennial
year, Vaughan was awarded the
Medal of the Order of Australia for
his services to maritime history.
Vaughan also played a key role in
the establishment of the Australian
National Maritime Museum in Syd-
ney, which opened in 1991. In 1993
the museum named its reference
library after him. Sadly, Vaughan
died shortly after, on November 17,
1993.

Halycon says Vaughan was proud of
his achievements in the field of mari-
time history.

“He was terribly proud of (the Medal
of the Order of Australia) and that
the National Maritime Museum’s li-
brary was named after him. That
was something I was very grateful
he was alive to see.”

Of the Vaughan Evans memorial lec-
ture, Halycon says Vaughan would
have been “thrilled to bits” to know
that he had been honoured by the
Association in this way.

The 2012 Vaughan Evans Memorial
Lecture: Boats, Bodies and Borders:
The Story of Australia's 'Yellow' Sea
was given by Dr Ruth Balint and was
held on November 23 at the Western

The Maritime Museums of Australia Project Support Scheme 2012

The Maritime Museums of Australia
Project Support Scheme (MMAPSS)
is a commonwealth government
funded program set up to provide
financial assistance for maritime
heritage projects. Grants of up to
$10,000 are given to facilitate col-
lection management, conservation

measures or the presentation of mari-
time heritage artefacts. The scheme is
funded by the Office of the Arts, De-
partment of Prime Minister and Cabi-
net, and administered by the Austra-
lian National Maritime Museum. Mari-
time, and other museums with mari-
time related collections, are eligible to

apply for grants. So far, $900,000
has been distributed under the
scheme since 1995. Recent grants
provided support for shipwreck ar-
chaeology, a traditional Aboriginal
canoe-building project and the con-
servation of whaling artefacts at the
Norfolk Island Museum.



Australian Historic Shipwreck Preservation Proje

Mike Nash excavating the Clarence. Image supplied, by
the Australian Historic Shipwreck Preservation Project

In Australian waters there are thou-
sands of historic shipwrecks. Only
10% of these have been found and
of these, only a tiny proportion have
actually been surveyed and moni-
tored properly, let alone preserved.
It is this lack of adequate conserva-
tion procedures and ever-diminishing
Federal funding for historic ship-
wreck preservation that have pro-
vided the motivation for the Austra-
lian Historic Shipwreck Preservation
Project (AHSPP).

The AHSPP aims to investigate the
excavation, reburial and in-situ pres-
ervation of at risk historic ship-
wrecks.

Professor Peter Veth, lead chief in-
vestigator on the project says “the
actual monitoring which we are en-
visaging is probably a global first.”
“In terms of reburying a wreck,
monitoring it long-term and having
re-interred artefacts, this will be the
first.”

The project, which is a massive col-
laboration between UWA, Monash
and Australian National Universities,
and several industry partners and is
funded by the Australian Research
Council, focuses on the wreck of the
colonial trading ship, the Clarence, in
Port Phillip Bay, Victoria.

A sample excavation of timbers from
the wreck revealed the Clarence was
one of the best preserved examples
of early colonial shipbuilding, an area
we still know little about.

But this significant historical wreck
has been significantly damaged by
human activities and natural proc-

esses. It's critical status made the
Clarence a perfect candidate for
preservation.

The project is split into three main
parts: excavation and recording of
artefacts, reburial and in-situ pres-
ervation and long-term monitoring
of the success of this process.

“The whole point was to work out if
(this process) would work for other
wrecks in similar situations, work
out what part of the process was
efficient and what wasn’t; how
quickly that kind of exercise could
be done and then how effective is it
in terms of the conservation” says
Professor Veth.

The Clarence had previously been
partially excavated in 1980 by Heri-

“The actual monitoring which
we are envisaging is proba-
bly a global first”

tage Victoria, but one feature of the
wreck that still came as a surprise
to the team was the presence of a
thick layer of kaolin clay ballast that
covered most of the lower half of
the hull.

Professor Veth says "“It's the first
time in Australia it has been found
as a ballast on any wreck.”

This discovery was a logistic chal-
lenge for the team, but it was also
a delight in that the anoxic condi-
tions it had created had preserved
the artefacts beneath to the point
where some were in near-perfect
condition.

Many techniques are currently used
in Australia to preserve the integ-
rity of shipwrecks, ranging from
seagrass beds to concrete barriers.
But Professor Veth says these tech-
niques have had limited success.
Because of this, much of the in-situ
preservation work on this project
has been experimental.

The In-situ preservation or reburial
technique is one that has been used
on only a few wrecks around the
world and this project is the first in
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the Southern hemisphere to imple-
ment it.

The reburial of the Clarence, which is
the stage of the project currently un-
derway, involves the replacement of
sediments, covering with sand bags,
then shade cloth to stimulate the bi-
otic activity ideal for preservation and
finally a PVC tarpaulin layer to protect
the whole wreck from damage.

But it is the long-term monitoring of
this project and the assessment of
the techniques used, a feature often
lacking from other preservation pro-
jects, that is the most unique.
Professor Veth says he and his team
plan to report the results of this study
both locally and internationally in
hopes of improving historic shipwreck
preservation techniques world-wide
and developing a standardised proce-
dure for the protection of historic
shipwrecks.

It is hoped that beyond this three
year project there will be funding
available for continued, rigorous
monitoring of the wreck.

Professor Veth says "“Our biggest
problem is that the Federal govern-
ment dollar has been diminishing in
the historic shipwrecks area.”

"I would definitely like to see the fed-
eral funding back to the levels that it
was in the past.”

There are volunteering opportunities
with the AHSPP which include data
analysis, website updates, genealogi-
cal research and artefact research.
Interested members are encouraged
to contact Cassandra Philippou at cas-
sandra.philippou@uwa.edu.au
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Examining artefacts aboard the jack-up barge. Image
supplied, by the Australian Historic Shipwreck Preserva-
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The Southern Swan in Sydney Harbour. Image supplied
by ASTA

For the first time since the 1988, lo-
cal and international tall ships will
gather in Sydney Harbour en masse
to mark the centenary of the Royal
Australian Navy’s first entry into
Sydney Harbour.

President of the Australian Sail Train-
ing Association, Mr Stephen Moss
said “Tall ships from the Netherlands,
Indonesia, Columbia, Argentina,

United Kingdom and New Zealand
will head down under and join the
Australian contingent for what prom-
ises to be a spectacular sight.”
Between September 19 and October
10 the fleet will gather in Melbourne,
Hobart and then Sydney for the In-
ternational Tall Ship Review.

At each port the ships will be in-
volved in Tall Ship Festivals at which
the vessels will be on display.
Several of the visiting international
ships will also be combining this
event with involvement in the Syd-
ney to Auckland Tall Ships Regatta,
which will commence at the conclu-
sion of the Tall Ship Review.

Many of the ships participating in the
International Fleet Review and Tall

Ship's Regatta to Auckland are
seeking trainees and volunteers to
be a part of the adventure.

“Over two thousand trainees will
have life changing opportunities to
sail onboard these tall ships because
of the festival,” Mr Moss said.

To register your interest, follow the
link below to contact the Australian
Sail Training Association Inc. http://
www.sailtrainingaustralia.com/2013

The Enterprize Image supplied by ASTA. .

Australian migrant history commemorated at Welcome Wall ceremony

Welcome Wall, Westerr; Australian Maritime Museum

The Australian National Maritime Mu-
seum’s bi-annual Welcome Wall cere-
mony was marked this month with
the addition of the names and stories

of 300 migrants to the Welcome Wall
at Darling Harbour, Sydney.

The memorial already bears the
names of over 25,000 migrants,
whose stories are on display in the
museum foyer and can be read on
the ANMM’s website.

The ANMM’s Welcome Wall is a me-
morial to honour all those who have
migrated to Australia and whose sto-
ries and diversity make our nation

what it is today.

In Western Australia Welcome,
Walls are located in Fremantle and
Albany.

While the WA Welcome Wall project
has closed, the next Welcome Wall
ceremony at the ANMM will be held
some time in April/May.

For more information or to register
for the Welcome Wall, visit: http://
welcomewall.anmm.gov.au/

Study shows: when maritime disaster strikes, it’s every man for himself

A recent study busts the myth that
during maritime disasters, women
and children go first.

In this study of 18 maritime disasters
that occurred between 1852 and
2011, in which collectively more than
15,000 people involved, it was found
that “women have a distinct survival
disadvantage to men.”

What is more concerning is that chil-
dren were found to have the lowest
survival rate of all during maritime
disasters.

Additionally, this study found that
captains and crew survive maritime

disasters at a significantly higher
rate than passengers.

These findings seem to contradict
our romantic ideas about chivalrous
and self-sacrificing men and crew
amidst maritime disasters, such as
those portrayed in James Cameron’s
1997 film, Titanic.

However, this study reveals that
Cameron was not misleading audi-
ences, but that the sinking of the
RMS Titanic was a noteworthy ex-
ception to the rule.

During the sinking of the Titanic,
women and children were put in life-

boats first, while for the most part
men stood back waiting their turn.
The researchers found that this oc-
curred because the captain onboard
the Titanic enforced the kind of nor-
mative behaviour we would expect
during a disaster.

The Titanic's captain  ordered
'women and children first', and also
threatened the men who disobeyed
the order with violence.

As a result, 70 percent of the
women and children were saved,
while only 20 percent of the men
onboard were saved.



Speaking of the Titanic: Australian
billionaire Clive Palmer has ambi-
tious plans to build a modern replica
of the ill-fated Titanic which sank in

1912, taking with it some 1,500
passengers and crew.

Palmer has revealed to the media
the drawings of his replica, to be

named the Titanic II, which show the
replica will be almost identical to the

original, but with an extra deck,
added safety features and some mod-
ern upgrades.

Memorial unveiled to mark 70 years since Australia’s worst maritime disaster

The worst maritime disaster in Aus-
tralian history has been commemo-
rated with a permanent memorial
sculpture by James Parrett at the
Australian War Memorial in Can-
berra.

In 1942 more than 1,000 Austra-
lians lost their lives when the Japa-
nese naval vessel, the Montevideo
Maru, was torpedoed by the US sub-
marine, Sturgeon.

The disaster was the worst loss of
Australian life in a maritime disaster
to date and the greatest single loss
of Australian life during WWII.

The Montevideo Maru was carrying
prisoners of war and civilian intern-
ees that had been captured when
Rabaul, Papua New Guinea.

The vessel had not been marked as
a prisoner of war carrier and so the
Sturgeon pursued and attacked

what it thought was an unescorted
Japanese transport vessel.

It wasn't until after the war that the
tragic result of this encounter was
revealed and it was only this year
that, among thousands of WWII pris-
oner of war documents, the Austra-
lian government received what is
thought the be the complete manifest
of those onboard the Montevideo
Maru. It lists 1,054 Australians.

Navy commemorates nearly 100 years since AE1 submarine disaster

The Royal Australian Navy last
month commemorated almost one
hundred years since one of it's
worst maritime disasters.

In 1914 the first submarine to
serve in the Royal Australian Navy,
the AE1, disappeared off the Duke
of York Islands, Papua New Guinea

during a routine patrol, taking with it
35 crew members.

There was no sign of the submarine
or crew despite extensive search ef-
forts and its disappearance still re-
mains one of the navy’'s greatest
mysteries.

The mystery of the AE1l’s disappear-

ance and the location of its final rest-
ing place still plagues academics and
shipwreck hunters alike.

The Chief of Navy, Vice Admiral Ray
Griggs, has unveiled a plaque at the
HMAS Cererbus training establish-
ment to pay tribute to the AEI1 crew
members who perished 98 years ago.

Bicentenary of the first commercially successful steamship

An event this year of international
in maritime significance is the bi-
centenary of the first commercially
successful steamship to go into op-
eration.

This was the 30-ton paddle steamer
Comet, which began a passenger
service between Glasgow and

Greenock on the river Clyde in Scot-
land in 1812.

Just fourteen metres long and three
metres wide, it had four small paddle
wheels, two on each side, and a top
speed of five knots. The vessel, built
by John Wood at Port Glasgow, was
made for the local entrepreneur
Henry Bell.

Matthew Flinders Monument

Events this year in Scotland to mark
the event include several confer-
ences, a new book and an exhibition
at Glasgow's Riverside Museum.

A working replica of the Comet, built
by shipbuilding apprentices in 1962
for the 150th anniversary, is still on
display near Glasgow.

Contributed by Mark Howard.

Another looming bicentenary - in
July 2014 - is the death of British
naval officer and maritime explorer
Captain Matthew Flinders RN (1774
-1814).

Plans are afoot in Britain to erect
some kind of monument, plaque or
plinth in London to commemorate
his contribution to maritime discov-

ery. A committee has been formed
that includes representatives of the
Britain-Australia Society, the Flinders
Family (UK), the Cook Society and
Flinders University.

This committee will consider the
form the monument might take,
where it will be located and funding
sources. One possible location for

the monument is Flinders Square,
located close to where Captain Flin-
ders is believed buried.

Captain Matthew Flinders is best
known for his early voyages of explo-
ration around the coast of Australia
and for confirming that Tasmania was
separated from the mainland.
Contributed by Mark Howard.



AAMH Executive

The AAMH is run by an Executive
Council that has representatives
from the states and territories. It
is currently based in Western
Australia.

President
Mr Peter Ridgway
eridgway@iinet.net.au
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Ms Sally May

sally.may@museum.wa.gov.au

Secretary
Dr Joseph Christensen
J.Christensen@murdoch.edu.au
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Dr Malcolm Tull
M.Tull@murdoch.edu.au
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Dr Michael Sturma

History Program

Murdoch University

90 South Street

MURDOCH W.A. 6150
M.Sturma@murdoch.edu.au
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Tas: Peta Knott

Qld: Jackie Elston

SA: Kevin Jones

NT: Paul Clark

WA: Joseph Christensen
Vic: Mark Howard

Newsletter Editor:
Natasha Prokop

GPO Box 1873

Fremantle W.A. 6959
j.christensen@murdoch.edu.au
Ph. (08) 9360 6955

All Contributions Welcome

Australian Maritime Events, Spring 2012

November
Friday 23

Western Australian
Maritime Museum,
WA

Vaughan Evans Memorial lecture:
Boats, Bodies and Borders by Dr
Ruth Balint

Thursday 29

Saturday 1

Western Australian
Maritime Museum,
WA

Critical collections: why museum
collections matter by Alec Coles

Australian National
Maritime Museum,
NSW

Western Australian
Maritime Museum,
WA

Exhibition preview: Wrecks and
reefs, with curator Kieran Hosty

WAMM celebrates 10 years! Free
activities and entries by donation.

Tuesday 4

Maritime Museum
of Tasmania, TAS

Free public talk

Sunday 9

Western Australian
Maritime Musuem,
WA

AAMH AGM, 11:00am in the Ship-
wreck Gallery

Upcoming conferences of interest

March 26- 28

Perth

41st Computer Applications
and Quantitative Methods in
Archaeology Across Space and
Time Conference

This conference will explore topics
to showcase ground-breaking
technologies and best practice
from various archaeological and
informatics disciplines (including
Maritime Archaeology), with a
variety of case studies from all
over the world.

http://www.caa2013.org/drupal/
welcome

May 17- 20

Canberra

How Museums Work: People,
Industry and Nation: 2013
Museums Australia National
Conference

The conference will cover working
in museums, national collabora-
tion, the business of museums
and future directions.

http://
www.museumsaustralia.org.au/
site/2013nationalconference.php

June 12- 14

University of Syd-
ney

Maritime Landscapes, Cultures
and Histories

This conference aims to provide a
forum for examining the complex
interactions of peoples, places,
environments and cultures across
the maritime landscapes of Aus-
tralasia and the Pacific.




